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Good Friday
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GOOD FRIDAY

April 3,2026 + 12:15pm & 6:30pm

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH (LCMS) + EFFINGHAM, IL.

Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up for us all to
bear our sins on the cross. Grant that our hearts may be so fixed with steadfast faith in Him that
we fear not the power of sin, death, and the devil; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome
Prelude
Isaiah 53

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing
to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Lights come up

Hymn #430 “My Song is Love Unknown”
Epistle Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9

14Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus,
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. °*For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin. ®Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. . ..

’In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and
tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his
reverence. 8Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. °And
being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him.

Sermon “Good, Bad, Perfect”
Hymn #425 “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”
Prayer of the Church

Hymn #440 vv. 1-2 “Jesus, | Will Ponder Now”



THE WORDS OF JESUS FROM THE CROSS

Luke 23:33-38
33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 3*And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do.”

And they cast lots to divide his garments. **And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his
Chosen One!” **The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 3’and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 3There was also an inscription over
him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

The First Candle is Extinguished

Hymn #436 vv. 1 & 3 “Go to Dark Gethsemane”

Luke 23:39-43
390ne of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ?
Save yourself and us!” “°But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you
are under the same sentence of condemnation? **And we indeed justly, for we are
receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” **And he
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” **And he said to him,
“Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

The Second Candle is Extinguished

Hymn #437 vv. 1-3 “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”



John 19:25-27
Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 2When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 2’Then he said to the
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

The Third Candle is Extinguished

Hymn #449 vv. 1-2 “0 Sacred Head, Now Wounded”

Mark 15:25-35

2And it was the third hour when they crucified him. 2°And the inscription of the charge
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 2’And with him they crucified two robbers, one on
his right and one on his left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads
and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 3%save
yourself, and come down from the cross!” 3!So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked
him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 3’Let the Christ, the
King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and believe.” Those who
were crucified with him also reviled him.

33And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the
ninth hour. 3*And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 3*And some
of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.”

The Fourth Candle is Extinguished

Hymn #449 vv. 3-4 “0 Sacred Head, Now Wounded”

John 19:28-29
2After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture),
thirst.” 2°A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on
a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth.

III

The Fifth Candle is Extinguished

4



Hymn #451 “Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted”

John 19:30

30\When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.

The Sixth Candle is Extinguished

Instrumental Anthem

Luke 23:44-47
4t was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until
the ninth hour, ®while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in
two. *®Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands | commit
my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. *’Now when the centurion saw what
had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!”

The Seventh Candle is Extinguished
Instrumental Anthem
Lord’s Prayer (prayed softly by all)
Silent Dismissal

After the Pastors leave, the congregation leaves silently, contemplating the death of Christ and
looking forward to resurrection victory.

Organist — Mrs. Ruth Bray
Acolyte — Maddux Wyckoff
Elder on Duty 12:15pm — David Wall
Elder on Duty 6:30pm — Fred Bray



AMB OF GOD

Agpis et

Return Sunday for The Resurrection of Our Lord at
6:00am, 8:00am, or 10:30am.



