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Wekompe

We welcome you to God’s Service in worship at St. John’s, and extend a special welcome to all
guests and visitors with us.

e Offerings are placed in the boxes at the doors, before or after worship.

e Little Children’s Worship bags are available by the elevator door.

e Restrooms are located on the 2" 3 and 5™ floors. Those on the 2" and 5" floors include
diaper-changing stations.

e Visitors are not expected to bring an offering. Our members do so in free response to the
Gospel and to finance the extension of God’s Kingdom.

e All worshipers are requested to complete an attendance card. They will be collected by
the acolyte after the sermon. Thank you!

e Share prayer requests using the yellow cards in the pews.
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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John’s in the confession and glad confidence

that, as He says, our Lord gives us not only bread and wine but His very body and

blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union

with Him and with one another. Jesus invites to His table those who trust His

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives
and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. Because those who eat and
drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet
instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to
speak with the pastor or an elder. Those needing a gluten-free host should notify the pastor
before the Service, or can request it as you approach him at the Table. The Chalice is offered on
the Lectern side. Thank you




Prelude
Call to Worship
Welcome
Divine Service One
Hymn #445 When You Woke That Thursday Morning
Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Service of the Word

Kyrie Mark 10:47
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

-

-

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.



P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

-

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.

Collect of the Day

P  Letuspray. O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance
of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and
blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading Exodus 24:3-11
3Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lorp and all the just decrees. And
all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LorRD has spoken
we will do.” “And Moses wrote down all the words of the LorD. He rose early in the
morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to
the twelve tribes of Israel. >’And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered
burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lorp. °And Moses took half
of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. "Then
he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said,
“All that the Lorp has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8And Moses took the
blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the
LorD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”
9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up,
%and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of
sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. **And he did not lay his hand on the
chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.

P  Thisis the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Psalm

Psalm 116:12-19
\What shall | render to the LORD
for all his benefits to me?

131 will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Loro,

141 will pay my vows to the LoRD
in the presence of all his people.

15precious in the sight of the LoRD
is the death of his saints.

80 Lorb, | am your servant;
| am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds.

171 will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call on the name of the Lorb.

18] will pay my vows to the LoRD
in the presence of all his people,

Bin the courts of the house of the LoRpD,
in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LorD!

Epistle Hebrews 9:11-22

1when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats
and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 3For if
the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a
heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, **how much more will the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our
conscience from dead works to serve the living God.

BTherefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them
from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. ®For where a will is
involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. Y’For a will takes effect
only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. ¥¥Therefore
not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. '°For when every
commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the
blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the
book itself and all the people, *°saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God
commanded for you.” 2!And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent
and all the vessels used in worship. 2Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified
with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

P Thisis the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Proper John 13:1b
P Having loved His own who were in the world,
C Heloved them to the end.

Holy Gospel Matthew 26:17-30
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter.
C GlorytoYou, O Lord.

"Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where
will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” ¥He said, “Go into the city to a
certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. | will keep the Passover
at your house with my disciples.”” **And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and
they prepared the Passover.

2When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 2!And as they were eating,
he said, “Truly, | say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22And they were very sorrowful
and began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” *He answered, “He who has
dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. *The Son of Man goes as it is written
of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been
better for that man if he had not been born.” > Judas, who would betray him, answered,
“Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.”

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it
to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 2’And he took a cup, and when he
had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, #for this is my blood
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. ?°I tell you | will
not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it new with you in my
Father’s kingdom.”

30And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

P  Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C Ibelieve in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Hymn #617 O Lord, We Praise Thee
Sermon “Blood of the Covenant”

Exodus 24:3-11
Prayer of the Church

Card Collection and Preparation for Communion

Offertory (as Offering is carried forward)
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Catechism: Sacrament of the Altar, 4™ Part

Who receives this Sacrament worthily?

Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is truly
worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is

unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C ltisright to give Him thanks and praise.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this
is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

C

Pax Domini
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

P
C

Agnus Dei
f)

Amen.

John 20:19

John 1:29 LSB 163
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Hymn #563
Hymn #431

Blessing

grant us peace.

Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
Not All the Blood of Beasts



Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
(12:15) The congregation leaves in silence

(6:30) The Altar is stripped in symbolic remembrance of Jesus’ humiliation and suffering.

Psalm 22 is read.

The congregation leaves in silence.

Return tomorrow for Good Friday Service
at 12:15pm or 6:30pm.
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