
0 

 

Welcome! 
 

St. John’s 

Lutheran 

Church 
(LCMS) 

901 W Jefferson 

Effingham, IL 

62401 
 

Office Hours 

8:00 - 11:30 

12:30 – 4:00 
 

217-342-4334 
office@stjohnsLCMS.net 

stjohnsLCMS.net 
 

Preschool 

Website 
eaglesnestpreschool.com 

 

Preschool 

E-mail 
carrie,collier@stjohnsLCMS.net 

 

Christian 

Education 

Sun. 9:15 am 
 

Services 

Sat. 5:30 pm 

Sun. 8:00 am 

Sun. 10:30 am 
 

Proclaim the 

Christ. 
 

Grow the  

Family. 
 

Love the  

Neighbor. 
 

Pastors 

Mike Burdick 

Trey Dille 
 

Dec 7, 2025 

2nd Sunday 

in Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sandy.esker@stjohnsLCMS.net


1 

 

 

We welcome you to God’s Service in worship at St. John’s, and extend a special welcome to all 
guests and visitors with us.   
 

• Offerings are placed in the boxes at the doors, before or after worship. 

• Little Children’s Worship bags are available by the elevator door. 

• Restrooms are located on the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th floors.  Those on the 2nd and 5th floors include 

diaper-changing stations.   

• Visitors are not expected to bring an offering.  Our members do so in free response to the 

Gospel and to finance the extension of God’s Kingdom. 

• All worshipers are requested to complete an attendance card.  They will be collected by 

the acolyte after the sermon.  Thank you!  

• Share prayer requests using the yellow cards in the pews. 
 

Those Who Serve Us 

 Each Member of St. John’s ...................................................................... The Body of Christ 
 Rev. Mike Burdick ....................................................................................................... Pastor 
 Rev. Trey Dille ............................................................................................................. Pastor 
 Rev. Gary Fortkamp .................................................................................... Visitation Pastor 
 Mrs. Carrie Collier .................................................................................... Preschool Director 
 Mrs. Dana Keller .....................................................................................................  Organist 
 Ms. Sandy Wieneke ................................................................................. Bell Choir Director 
 Mrs. Amy Kohnert & Mrs. Dana Keller ............................................................. Song Leaders 
 St. John’s Band ............................................................................................. 10:30am Music 
 Hayes Hinton, Alexa Westjohn, & Lucas & Will McDevitt ........................................ Acolytes 
 Mr. David Wall .................................................................................... 5:30pm Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Fred Bray ...................................................................................... 8:00am Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Todd Zeigler ............................................................................... 10:30am Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Todd Zeigler (217-821-6135) .................................... Elder on Duty for December 7 - 13 
 Chatelain School & Baja School ........................................... Our Schools for feeding in Haiti 
 Ms. Janet Martins ................................................. (773-463-0617) Stephen Ministry Leader 
 Mrs. Julie Scott ................................................. (217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator 
 State, National & International Missions .............................. through our District and Synod 
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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John’s in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives us not only bread and wine but His 
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 
strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Jesus invites to His table 
those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive 
and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until 

He comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their 
great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.  Thank you. 
 

You will find the songs for our 10:30 Service in Italics. 
 

“Sing We The Song Of Emmanuel” Preservice #1 
 

Sing we the song of Emmanuel 
This the Christ who was long foretold 
Lo in the shadows of Bethlehem 
Promise of dawn now our eyes behold 
 

God Most High in a manger laid 
Lift your voices and now proclaim 
Great and glorious Love has come to us 
Join now with the hosts of heaven 
 

Come we to welcome Emmanuel 
King who came with no crown or throne 
Helpless He lay the Invincible 
Maker of Mary now Mary’s son 
 

O what wisdom to save us all 
Shepherds sages before Him fall 
Grace and majesty what humility 
Come on bended knee adore Him 
 

Gloria Gloria 
Gloria Gloria 
 

Go spread the news of Emmanuel 
Joy and peace for the weary heart 
Lift up your heads for your King has come 
Sing for the Light overwhelms the dark 
 

Glory shining for all to see 
Hope alive let the gospel ring 
God has made a way He will have the praise 
Tell the world His name is Jesus 
 

Glory shining for all to see 
Hope alive let the gospel ring 
God has made a way He will have the praise 
Tell the world His name is Jesus 
 

Gloria Gloria 
Gloria Gloria 

"Sing We The Song Of Emmanuel" written by Keith Getty, Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, Stuart Townend© 2015 Getty Music Hymns and SongsScripture Reference: Isaiah 7:14CCLI Song: 7078042CCLI License # 51072 
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“Prepare Him Room” Preservice #2 
 

O behold, the mystery now unfolds 
See the star shine on the virgin foretold 
Angels sing and light up the sky 
Hope rings out in a newborn's cry 
Swing wide, you ancient gates 
For Christ is born today! 
 

Prepare Him room prepare Him room 
Let the King of Glory enter in 
 

God with us, the promise has come to be 
This the one the prophets were longing to see 
In the darkness a blazing light 
To the hungry the words of life 
His kingdom now is near 
For those with ears to hear 
 

Prepare Him room prepare Him room 
Let the King of Glory enter in 
 

Prepare Him room prepare Him room 
Let the King of Glory enter in 
 

Oh our hearts as busy as Bethlehem 
Hear Him knock don't say there's no room in the inn 
Through the cradle cross and grave 
See the love of God displayed 
Now He's risen and He reigns 
Praise the Name above all names! 
 

Prepare Him room prepare Him room 
Let the King of Glory enter in 
 

Prepare Him room prepare Him room 
Let the King of Glory enter in 
Let the King of Glory enter in 
"Prepare Him Room" written by Dave Fournier, Rebecca Elliott© 2014 Sovereign Grace PraiseScripture Reference: Philippians 2:9-11; Luke 2:25-35; Matt. 1:22-25CCLI Song: 7031880CCLI License: 51072 
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DIVING SERVICE FOUR 

 

 

Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Welcome  

Hymn #515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 
“Lead Us Back” (10:30) Opening Song 
 

Lead us back where we belong 
Call us as Your very own 
Lead us back 
Safe into Your arms 
"Lead Us Back" written by Tai Anderson, David Carr, Mark Lee, Mac Powell@2015 Songs Of WorshipScripture Reference: John 1:29-4, Mark 1:37-38CCLI License: 51072 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted in Advent, as we wait until Christmas for 
the fullness of its joy. 

 

The Advent Wreath is lighted while we reflect on the prayerful tune 
 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by 
His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1–10 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
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 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy 
 in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall 
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Bell Choir: “People, Look East the Time is Near” 
 

Psalm Psalm 72:1–7 

1Give the king your justice, O God, 
 and your righteousness to the royal son! 

2May he judge your people with righteousness, 
 and your poor with justice! 

3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 
 and the hills, in righteousness! 

4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children of 
the needy, 

 and crush the oppressor! 

5May they fear you while the sun endures, 
 and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 

6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
 like showers that water the earth! 

7In his days may the righteous flourish, 
 and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 
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Epistle Romans 15:4–13 
 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May 
the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,and sing to your name.” 
10And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 
12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the 
Gentiles hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet 
Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
 make his paths straight.’” 

4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about 
the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit 
in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier 
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 
gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

Hymn #344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
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“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” (10:30) Sermon Song 
 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus,  
Born to set Thy people free;  
From our fears and sins release us,  
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation,  
Hope of all the earth Thou art;  
Dear desire of every nation,  
Joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born Thy people to deliver,  
Born a Child and yet a King,  
Born to reign in us forever,  
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit  
Rule in all our hearts alone;  
By Thine all sufficient merit,  
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
 

By Thine own eternal Spirit  
Rule in all our hearts alone;  
By Thine all sufficient merit,  
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
"Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus" written by Charles Wesley, Rowland Hugh PrichardPublic DomainScripture Reference: Is. 9:6, Luke 1:67-75, Is 61:1-2, 2 Peter 1:3-4CCLI Song: 2276425CCLI License: 51072 

 

Sermon “The Necessary Voice in the Wilderness” 
 Matthew 3:1-12 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering Presentation & Card Collection 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

(10:30 continues with the Prayer of Thanksgiving) 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 208 

 

 

 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that 
in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near. 
 With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and 
blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim 
His death until He comes again in glory. 
 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Distribution 
 

Hymn #342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 
Hymn #346 When All the World Was Cursed 
 

“O Come O Come Emmanuel” (10:30) Communion Song 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God ap-pear 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 
  

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse's tree 
Free them from Satan's tyranny 
That trust Thy mighty pow'r to save 
And give them vict'ry o'er the grave. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 
  

O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 
"O Come O Come Emmanuel" written by John Mason NealPublic DomainScripture Reference: Is. 7:10-14; Matt. 1:23CCLI License: 51072 

 

Blessing  
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray.     We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn #832 Jesus Shall Reign 
 

“Love The Lord” (10:30) Closing Song 
 

Love the Lord Your God  
With all your heart with all your soul 
With all your mind and with all your strength  
Love the Lord Your God  
With all your heart with all your soul 
With all your mind and with all your strength 
 

With all your heart with all your soul 
With all your mind with all your strength 
Love the Lord Your God  
With all your heart with all your soul 
With all your mind and with all your strength  
 

I will serve the Lord with all my heart with all my soul 
With all my mind and with all my strength  
I will serve the Lord with all my heart with all my soul 
With all my mind and with all my strength 
 

With all my heart with all my soul 
With all my mind with all my strength 
 

I will serve the Lord with all my heart with all my soul 
With all my mind and with all my strength  
 

I will love You (I will love You) 
I will praise You (I will praise You) 
I will serve You (I will serve You) 
I will trust You (I will trust You) 
 

With all my heart, with all my soul 
With all my mind, with all my strength 
With all my heart, with all my soul 
With all my mind, with all my strength 
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I will love you Lord with all my heart with all my soul 
With all my mind and with all my strength 
I will love you Lord with all my heart with all my soul 
With all my mind and with all my strength 
I will love you Lord with all my heart with all my soul 
With all my mind and with all my strength 
"Love The Lord" written by Lincoln Brewster2005 Integrity's Praise! MusicScripture Reference: Mark 12:20, Luke 10:27CCLI Song: 4572938CCLI License: 51072 

 

Postlude 
 

Advent Midweek Services 
 

Wednesdays:  Dec 10 & 17 
12:15pm & 6:30pm 

 
Christmas at St. John’s 

 
Sunday School Christmas Program: 

Sun, Dec 21 10:30am  
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services:  4:00pm, 6:30pm, 9:00pm 
 

Christmas Day Service:  9:00am 
 

Born To You… A Savior 
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