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Welcome! 
 

St. John’s 

Lutheran 

Church 
(LCMS) 

901 W Jefferson 

Effingham, IL 

62401 
 

Office Hours 

8:00 - 11:30 

12:30 – 4:00 
 

217-342-4334 
office@stjohnsLCMS.net 

stjohnsLCMS.net 
 

Preschool 

Website 
eaglesnestpreschool.com 

 

Preschool 

E-mail 
carrie,collier@stjohnsLCMS.net 

 

Christian 

Education 

Sun. 9:15 am 
 

 

Sat. 5:30 pm 

Sun. 8:00 am 

Sun. 10:30 am 

 
Proclaim the 

Christ. 
 

Grow the  

Family. 
 

Love the  

Neighbor. 

 
Pastors 

Mike Burdick 

Trey Dille 
 

New Year’s Eve 

December 31, 2025 
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We welcome you to God’s Service in worship at St. John’s, and extend a special welcome to all 
guests and visitors with us.   
 

• Offerings are placed in the boxes at the North and West doors, before or after worship. 

• Little Children’s Worship bags are available in the Atrium. 

• Restrooms are located on the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th floors.  Those on the 2nd and 5th floors include 

diaper-changing stations.   

• Visitors are not expected to bring an offering.  Our members do so in free response to the 

Gospel and to finance the extension of God’s Kingdom. 

• All worshipers are requested to complete an attendance card.  They will be collected by 

the acolyte after the sermon.  Thank you!  

• Share prayer requests using the yellow cards in the pews. 
 

Those Who Serve Us 

 Each Member of St. John’s ...................................................................... The Body of Christ 
 Rev. Mike Burdick ....................................................................................................... Pastor 
 Rev. Trey Dille ............................................................................................................. Pastor 
 Rev. Gary Fortkamp .................................................................................... Visitation Pastor 
 Mrs. Carrie Collier .................................................................................... Preschool Director 
 Ms. Jerry Starner ....................................................................................................  Organist 
 Joel Wolfe ................................................................................................................. Acolyte 
 Mr. Gayland Bourland......................................................................... 6:30pm Elder on Duty 
 Chatelain School & Baja School ........................................... Our Schools for feeding in Haiti 
 Ms. Janet Martins ................................................. (773-463-0617) Stephen Ministry Leader 
 Mrs. Julie Scott ................................................. (217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator 
 State, National & International Missions .............................. through our District and Synod 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John’s in the confession and glad confidence that, 
as He says, our Lord gives us not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to 
eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and 

with one another. Jesus invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set 
aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His 
death until He comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily 
do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is 
confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 
differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet 
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.  Thank you. 
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We welcome our former pastor, Rev. Michael Koschmann,  
as our guest preacher tonight.  Thank you, Pastor! 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Divine Service Four 

Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Welcome 

Hymn #733  O God, Our Help in Ages Past
  
Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 
to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, 
who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
P  Lord, have mercy 
C Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and 
commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new year, abide 
among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 30:15–17 

15For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, 
“In returning and rest you shall be saved; 
 in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 
But you were unwilling, 16and you said, 
“No! We will flee upon horses”; 
 therefore you shall flee away; 
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 
 therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
17A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; 
 at the threat of five you shall flee, 
till you are left 
 like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, 
 like a signal on a hill. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 90:1–12; antiphon: v. 17 

1Lord, you have been our dwelling place 
 in all generations. 

2Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
 from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

3You return man to dust 
 and say, “Return, O children of man!” 

4For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, 
 or as a watch in the night. 

5You sweep them away as with a flood; 
 they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning: 

6in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 
 in the evening it fades and withers. 

7For we are brought to an end by your anger; 
 by your wrath we are dismayed. 

8You have set our iniquities before you, 
 our secret sins in the light of your presence. 

9For all our days pass away under your wrath; 
 we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
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10The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; 
 yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. 

11Who considers the power of your anger, 
 and your wrath according to the fear of you? 

12So teach us to number our days 
 that we may get a heart of wisdom. 
 

Epistle Romans 8:31b–39 
 If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave 
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall 
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I 
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Luke 12:35–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 35[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men 
who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may 
open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those servants 
whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself 
for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes 
in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 
39But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn #490  Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 
 

Sermon   
  

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering Presentation / Collection of Cards 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time 
Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 
 Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body 
and drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven;  give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Distribution 
 

Hymn #629  What Is This Bread 
Hymn #878  Abide with Me 
 

Communion Blessing 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn #899  Across the Sky the Shades of Night 
 

Postlude 
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OUR DWELLING PLACE IN ALL GENERATIONS 
 

 

 
 

 
As We Gather 

Although New Year’s Eve is more holiday than holy day, the people of God come together 
not simply to remember the passage of time but to commend their days to the Lord. Our 
time is lived in God’s hands. The world acknowledges the passage of a year, but the 
Church sees us another year closer to the Lord’s return to finish all things. We live out our 
days not as the fearful who do not know what is ahead but as the confident who pray for 
God to finish the days here and begin eternity. Faith to anticipate and greet our eternal 
future is faith strong enough to meet whatever changes this world holds. 
 


