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While Jesus blessed them, 
He parted from them and 

was carried up into heaven. 
 

 

 
 

June 1, 2025   +    The Ascension of Our Lord 

St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
 

901 West Jefferson Avenue E-mail:  office@stjohnsLCMS.net 
Effingham, IL  62401 Website:  stjohnsLCMS.net 
 

Phone: (217) 342-4334 Preschool Website:  eaglesnestpreschool.com 
 

Christian Education:  Sun. 9:15am Services:  Sat. 5:30pm – Sun. 8:00am & 10:30am 
 
 

We welcome you to God’s Service in worship at St. John’s,  
and extend a special welcome to all guests and visitors with us. 
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We welcome you to God’s Service in worship at St. John’s, and extend a special welcome to all 
guests and visitors with us.   
 

• Offerings are placed in the boxes at the doors, before or after worship. 

• Little Children’s Worship bags are available by the elevator door. 

• Restrooms are located on the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th floors.  Those on the 2nd and 5th floors include 

diaper-changing stations.   

• Visitors are not expected to bring an offering.  Our members do so in free response to the 

Gospel and to finance the extension of God’s Kingdom. 

• All worshipers are requested to complete an attendance card.  They will be collected by 

the acolyte after the sermon.  Thank you!  

• Share prayer requests using the yellow cards in the pews. 

 
 

Those Who Serve Us 

 Each Member of St. John’s ...................................................................... The Body of Christ 
 Rev. Mike Burdick ....................................................................................................... Pastor 
 Rev. Trey Dille ............................................................................................................. Pastor 
 Rev. Gary Fortkamp .................................................................................... Visitation Pastor 
 Mrs. Carrie Collier .................................................................................... Preschool Director 
 Mrs. Dana Keller .....................................................................................................  Organist 
 Mrs. Holly Adams............................................................................................... Song Leader 
 St. John’s Praise Band ................................................................................... 10:30am Music 
 Graham Wendling, Gage Wernsing .......................................................................... Acolytes 
 Mr. Greg Perry .................................................................................... 5:30pm Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Todd Zeigler ................................................................................. 8:00am Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Gayland Bourland....................................................................... 10:30am Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Ray Hartman (217-240-8178) .............................................. Elder on Duty for June 1 - 7 
 Chatelain School & Baja School ........................................... Our Schools for feeding in Haiti 
 Ms. Janet Martins ................................................. (773-463-0617) Stephen Ministry Leader 
 Mrs. Julie Scott ................................................. (217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator 
 State, National & International Missions .............................. through our District and Synod 
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Holy Communion 
Welcome! When the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, (LCMS) celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper we confess the Real Presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in 
the Bread and Wine, given and shed for the forgiveness of our sins.  (1 Cor 10:16 
& 1 Cor 11:23-26) We believe that Christ’s Body and Blood are present “in, with 
and under” elements of the Holy Supper.  Please register your intent to 

commune on the pew card after prayerfully reading it.  If you are visiting with us and you desire 
to join with us in communion fellowship in agreement with these beliefs, please speak to our 
Pastor or the elder on duty before the Service.  Thank You. 

 

You will find the songs for our 10:30 Service in Italics. 
 

“Rejoice” Preservice #1 
 

Rejoice in the Lord now and always 
Sing it again we rejoice 
Delight in the love He has shown us 
Gratefully lift up your voice 
His gentleness among us 
Will join our hearts with praise 
We gather in His goodness 
A family of grace 
 

With each breath He's given praise the Lord 
In these times we live in we will praise the Lord 
Throughout every season I am sure 
We have every reason to praise the Lord 
 

Rejoice and be anxious for nothing 
Praying for all that you need 
Come with a song of thanksgiving 
Lay your requests at His feet 
His peace will fall upon us 
To guard our hearts and minds 
In Christ who reigns eternal 
The Shepherd of our lives 
 

With each breath He's given praise the Lord 
In these times we live in we will praise the Lord 
Throughout every season I am sure 
We have every reason to praise the Lord 
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Rejoice in the Lord now and always 
Tell of the good He has done 
Worship the Lord to remember 
All of the joy yet to come 
The hope that burns within us 
The dark cannot destroy 
With praise that's never ending 
We say again rejoice 
 

With each breath He's given praise the Lord 
In these times we live in we will praise the Lord 
Throughout every season I am sure 
We have every reason to praise the Lord 
We have every reason to praise the Lord 
"Rejoice" written by Ben Shive, Bryan Fowler, Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Skye Peterson© 2022 Be Essential SongsScripture Reference: Philippians 3:1-11, Ephesians 6:18CCLI Song: 7206654CCLI License: 51072 

 

“Psalm 27” (The Lord Is My Light) Preservice #2 
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation 
Whom shall I fear whom shall I fear 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life 
Of whom shall I be afraid 
 

Lord You are my shelter 
God of my salvation I am not forsaken 
Lord my shield and protector 
Waiting on Your promise 
I will see Your goodness O Lord 
 

When troubles arise no foe can harm me 
You are my peace You are my peace 
You lift me above the raging storm 
You conquer my enemies 
 

Lord You are my shelter 
God of my salvation I am not forsaken 
Lord my shield and protector 
Waiting on Your promise 
I will see Your goodness O Lord 
 

One thing I have asked to see Your beauty 
This I will seek this I will seek 
To dwell in Your house to walk in Your ways 
Your presence is all I need (continued) 
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Lord You are my shelter 
God of my salvation I am not forsaken 
Lord my shield and protector 
Waiting on Your promise 
I will see Your goodness O Lord 
 

I wait wait for the Lord 
In faith trusting Your word 
I wait wait for the Lord 
In faith trusting Your word 
 

I wait wait for the Lord 
In faith trusting Your word 
I wait wait for the Lord 
In faith trusting Your word 
 

Lord You are my shelter 
God of my salvation I am not forsaken 
Lord my shield and protector 
Waiting on Your promise 
I will see Your goodness O Lord 
"Psalm 27 (The Lord Is My Light)" written by Jordan Kauflin, Laura Story, Matthew Merker© Getty Music Hymns and SongsScripture Reference: Psalm 27CCLI Song: 7252222CCLI License: 51072 

 

D I V I N E  S E R V I C E  F O U R  

 

 

The Ascension of our Lord, Observed June 1 

Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Welcome 

Hymn #493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 
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“Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus” (10:30) Opening Song 
 

’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, 
Just to take Him at His Word; 
Just to rest upon His promise, 
And to know, “Thus saith the Lord!” 
 

Refrain: 
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! 
How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er; 
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! 
Oh, for grace to trust Him more! 

Oh, how sweet to trust in Jesus, 
Just to trust His cleansing blood; 
And in simple faith to plunge me 
’Neath the healing, cleansing flood! 
 

I’m so glad I learned to trust Him, 
Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend; 
And I know that He is with me, 
Will be with me to the end.  

"'Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus" written by  Louisa M. R. Stead; Mark Hall; William James Kirkpatrick My Refuge Music, Club Zoo Music, SWECS MusicScripture Reference: Proverbs 3:5-12, Romans 8:26-30CCLI Song Number: 5749760CCLI License # 51072 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, 
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Kyrie (5:30 & 8:00) Mark 10:47 LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis (5:30 & 8:00) Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray.     Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually 
dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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First Reading Acts 1:1–11 
 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 
2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his 
suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. 
 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that 
the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were 
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were 
gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 47; antiphon: v. 5 
1Clap your hands, all peoples! 
 Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
2For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 
 a great king over all the earth. 
3He subdued peoples under us, 
 and nations under our feet. 
4He chose our heritage for us, 
 the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
5God has gone up with a shout, 
 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
6Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
 Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
7For God is the King of all the earth; 
 sing praises with a psalm! 
8God reigns over the nations; 
 God sits on his holy throne. 
9The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of Abraham. 

For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is highly exalted! 
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Epistle Ephesians 1:15–23 
 15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit 
of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are 
the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 
20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
22And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 
23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon  
 

Alleluia and Verse (5:30 & 8:00) 
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Holy Gospel Luke 24:44–53 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 
46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed 
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 
49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until 
you are clothed with power from on high.” 
 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 
51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And 
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in 
the temple blessing God. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn #828 We Are Called to Stand Together 
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“Goodness Of God” (10:30) Sermon Song 
 
I love You Lord 
Oh Your mercy never fails me 
All my days 
I've been held in Your hands 
From the moment that I wake up 
Until I lay my head 
Oh I will sing of the goodness of God 
 

All my life You have been faithful 
All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 

I love Your voice 
You have led me through the fire 
In darkest night 
You are close like no other 
I've known You as a father 
I've known You as a friend 
And I have lived in the goodness of God 
 

Cause all my life You have been faithful 
And all my life You have been so so good 

With every breath that I am able 
Oh I will sing of the goodness of God 
 

Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
With my life laid down 
I’m surrendered now 
I give You everything 
Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me 
 

All my life You have been faithful 
And all my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
Oh I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God 
 

And all my life You have been faithful 
And all my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
Oh I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God 
Oh I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God 

"Goodness Of God" written by Ben Fielding, Brian Johnson, Ed Cash, Jason Ingram, Jenn Johnson© 2018 Capitol CMG ParagonScripture Reference: Romans 5:8CCLI Song:7117726CCLI License:51072 

 

Sermon “Ascended and Sending” 
Luke 24:44-53 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Rite of Confirmation for Kiersten Ana Baker (10:30am)  
 

Offering Presentation and Card Collection 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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(10:30am Service continues with Prayer of Thanksgiving) 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus (5:30 & 8:00) Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life. Having revealed Your glory in the face of Your only-begotten 
Son, who suffered, died, and rose for our salvation, You have exalted Him to the 
highest majesty at Your right hand, that He might graciously fill all things. Grant us 
faithfully to eat and drink this Holy Supper, trusting our reigning Savior Jesus, who, 
though unseen in His ascended glory, is here present to save by His body and blood.  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei (5:30 & 8:00) John 1:29 LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Distribution 
 

Hymn #492 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 
Hymn #525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 
“Here I Am, Lord” (10:30) Communion Song 
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky,  
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin,  
My hand will save.  
I, who made the stars of night,  
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send?  
 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart.  
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain,  
I have borne my people's pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away.  
I will break their hearts of stone,  
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send?  

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart.  
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame,  
I will send the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save.  
Finest bread I will provide,  
'Til their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart.  
"Here I Am, Lord" written by Daniel Schutte© 1981, OCP 

PublicationsScripture Reference: Isaiah 6:8; Acts 
9:10CCLI License: 51072 

 
 

 

Blessing  
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Nunc Dimittis (5:30 & 8:00) Luke 2:29–32 LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray.     Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of 

the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in 
the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we 
may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn #821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
 

“Your Grace Is Enough” (10:30) Closing Song 
 

Great is Your faithfulness Oh God 
You wrestle with the sinner's heart 
You lead us by still waters and to mercy 
And nothing can keep us apart 
 

So remember Your people 
Remember Your children 
Remember Your promise 
Oh God 
 

Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough for me 
 

Great is Your love and justice God 
You use the weak to lead the strong 
You lead us in the song of Your salvation 
And all Your people sing along 
 

So remember Your people 
Remember Your children 
Remember Your promise 
Oh God 
 

Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough for me 
 

Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough for me 
 

So remember Your people 
Remember Your children 
Remember Your promise 
Oh God 
 

Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough for me 
 

Your grace is enough 
Heaven reaching down to us 
Your grace is enough for me 
God I see Your grace is enough 
I'm covered in Your love 
Your grace is enough for me 
For me 

"Your Grace Is Enough" written by Matt Maher2003 spiritandsong.comScripture Reference: 2 Corinthians 12:9CCLI Song: 4477026CCLI License: 51072 
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