
  
 
 When Katie and I lived at Lake of the Ozarks 
from 2022 to 2023 during our vicarage, we 
learned a lot. One of the things we learned about 
was fishing. Fishing is one of those activities that 
requires both knowledge and patience. In fact, 
unless you’re fishing in a stocked pond, you can’t 
truly be a good fisherman without both—
knowledge and patience. 
 The Gospel Lesson for today gives us an 
opportunity to reflect on these qualities. The 
disciples were fishing, and Peter, a fisherman by 
trade, was leading the trip. He had the 
knowledge to fish and the experience to 
understand that patience is essential for finding 
fish. Yet, even with knowledge and patience, 
their fishing was not very successful that day. If 
you fish, whether you’re an expert or not, I’m sure 
you’ve had days like they were experiencing—at 
least until they saw Jesus on the shore. Jesus 
instructed them to cast their nets to the other 
side. And as John records, they caught 153 large 
fish! Wow! 
 I’m sure you’ve faced moments similar to 
what the disciples experienced in this passage. 
Even though this is only the first half of the 
Gospel lesson, it reminds us that there are times 
when we, like the disciples, don’t immediately 
see the results we hope for—even when we 
believe we have the necessary knowledge and 
patience. In fact, it is during these times that 
trusting in the Lord and His plan becomes most 
essential—even when it’s different from our own 
plans. We can take comfort in knowing that He 
has everything figured out. Brothers and sisters, 
whatever you’re going through, trust that God’s 
got it! 
 
In Christ, 

 

 
**No Adult Bible Class in the fellowship hall 
today, as the Pastors and Confirmands will be 
preparing for the 10:30am Service.** 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Help Wanted 
We are searching for a new Office Assistant here 
at St. John’s.  Charlotte has resigned in order to 
take a job in Indiana to be near family. 

 

Office Assistant 
St John’s Lutheran Church, Effingham 

St. John’s Mission is to Proclaim the Christ, Grow 
the Family, Love the Neighbor.  The Office 
Assistant works alongside the Office 
Administrator to help the mission of the 
congregation move forward.  This is a vital front-
line position in welcoming people in the office, 
preparing financial and Word documents, and 
supporting the work of the pastors and the 
Preschool.  The position is a part time (28 hours), 
four-day (Tuesday-Friday) job.  Compensation is 
commensurate with experience; rate determined 
by the Board of Elders.  Interested candidates 
can pick up a job application and full position 
description in the church office. 
 

The ideal candidate will possess these qualities: 
Passion for supporting the mission of the 
congregation. 

• High level of integrity, confidentiality, and 
precision in record keeping. 

• Ability to communicate effectively (written 
and verbal). 

• Working knowledge of QuickBooks, 
Word, and Excel programs. 

• Readiness to use the internet for email, 
online purchases, and payments. 

• Joy in being a team player, participating 
in weekly staff devotions and meetings. 

 

Vital Verse on Confirmation Sunday 
(for all of us): 

 

[Jesus said,] “Do not fear what you are about to 
suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some 
of you into prison, that you may be tested, and 
for ten days you will have tribulation.  Be faithful 
unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.”  
Revelation 2:10 
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Response to the Gospel 
Our Attendance Last Week 

Sunday, April 27 ......................................... 542 
Adult Bible Class .......................................... 35 
Life Light ...................................................... 12 
Sunday School ............................................. 50 
Dedication Service ....................................... 98 

Our Offering 
General Fund ................................... $9,060.00 
Online Offering ................................. $3,468.54 
Total Gen. Fund Offering              $12,528.54 

 

Prayer List 
Dennis Wendling, Bryce Backhus, Heather 
Davis, Niki Bishop, Dick Hulskotter, Janet 
Martins, Madison Gartner Hagen, Vi Kirchoff, 
and the family of Dale Walls. 
 

Stewardship Moment 
John 20:19  

John 21:6 – “He said to them, ‘Cast the net on 

the right side of the boat, and you will find 

some.’ So they cast it, and now they were not 

able to haul it in, because of the quantity of 

fish.” Won’t the disciples ever learn? Jesus did 

this once before — when the odds seemed 

completely against it, the Lord gave them a 

command to let down the nets, a command that 

seemed crazy. But they complied and He 

blessed their obedience. When will we learn this 

lesson, too?  
 

“This Weeks Sunday School Lesson” 
Lesson 1 

Today, students will study “A Revealing 
Restoration.” Peter, James, John, Thomas, and 
a few of the other disciples fish all night on the 
Sea of Tiberias without catching anything. At 
dawn, Jesus appears on the beach and tells 
them to cast their nets on the right side of the 
boat. Immediately, the nets fill to overflowing, 
and John realizes Jesus is there. Peter swims 
ashore to see Jesus, who prepares breakfast. 
Addressing Peter directly, Jesus asks three 
times, “Do you love Me?” With each question, 
Peter becomes more distressed. But through 
these questions, the Lord restores and reinstates 
Peter to lead His Church. 

 
 

Youth Corner Upcoming Events 
 

JH LYF Fellowship 
We will be meeting this Wednesday, May 7 

Watch the band app for additional information. 
 

NYG Meeting 
Mark your calendars! Our next NYG meeting will 
be Sunday May 18th at 7:00pm 

 

Save the Dates 
VBS Jun. 9th - 12th from 6 pm – 8 pm 
Rummage Sale July 31st - Aug. 2nd  

Golf Outing Sat., Sept. 13th 
 

 

MinistrySafe 
All who work with youth in our congregation (as 
staff or volunteers) will complete our excellent 
MinistrySafe online Sexual Abuse Prevention 
Training.  It’s imperative that you let our VBS 
leaders know soon that you’ll be volunteering so 
an email link can be sent to you with the required 
training.  Thank you for your service, and for 
being well-trained! 

 

 
Vacation Bible School 

Thrivent Cards would be greatly appreciated!!  
Also, huge pieces of cardboard, red, yellow, and 
orange tablecloths, and empty paper towel rolls.   

 

VBS Volunteers 
We are still in need of helpers for VBS.  Also, be 
sure to sign up your children and their friends 

 

LIFE QUOTE From Lutherans for Life 
“By the washing of water, John made God’s 
divine intentions clear. Jesus was our brother 
indeed, on a heavenly mission to rescue and 
purify us from all sin. Dear Lord, keep us patient 
as we wait for You. Amen.” Rev. Paul Koelpin, Martin Luther 

College – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 

We are once again looking for 
volunteers to help with summer 
Sunday School.  The dates are 
June 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, July 
13th, and 20th.  Anyone 
interested in helping, please 

reach out to Kiley Bohnhoff.  Thank you! 
 



Joy Shop 
May 6, at 6:00 p.m. 

St. John Lutheran Church 
22775 County Rd 700, Dieterich 

For the Effingham/Shelby Zone the Theme is 
“Glorify God in Body & Spirit” and the Theme 
Verse is 1 Corinthians 6:20. Please come on.  
Location will at The Guest speaker will be Nicki 
Suckow, PA-C, Effingham OB/GYN.  We will 
have an ingathering to collect for St. John’s 
Effingham Food Pantry. Please bring from the 
following items:  canned pasta, canned soup, 
Hamburger Helper, instant potatoes, pancake 
mix, peanut butter, bar soap/shower gel, facial 
tissue, shampoo, toothpaste.  Join us for an 
evening of fellowship & fun! 
 

Food Pantry Distribution 
The next distribution is Tues., May 13 from  
3 p.m. - 4 p.m.  The Food Pantry is needing Pork 
& Beans, Diced Tomatoes, Tomato Juice, and 
Dry Macaroni.   
 

Arborcrest Memorial  
Park Cemetery 

We are planning a cemetery cleanup on May 17 
at 8 a.m. until?.  If possible, please bring weed 
eaters and blowers.  If you have any questions, 
please call 217-259-8760.  As always, donations 
are always appreciated. 

 

SEA Lutheran Layman’s League Rally 
Sunday Evening May 4 @ 6:30 PM 

See the flyer on the bulletin board for details. 
 

A Huge Thank You 
To all the volunteers who helped with the 
renovation and who helped clean to get the 
church ready for Easter Sunday Service. 

 

Area Pro Life Meeting 
Meeting of the Altamont area Lutherans for Life 
will be Wed. May 7 at 7:00pm at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in the Parish Hall to present a 
new chapter constitution for approval.  You are 
welcomed and needed! 

 

Prayers and Sympathy 
To the family of James “Dale” Walls whose 
funeral was Thurs. May 1 at Johnson’s funeral 
home. 

 
CID Scholarship 

Gift envelopes on Welcome Center.  Central 
Illinois District Scholarship Sunday is May 4th. 
Gifts may be designated “CID Scholarship Fund” 
to be used for the 2025-2026 school year or be 
designated “CID Scholarship Endowment Fund” 
to provide gifts every year for this ongoing need.  
Checks may be given through your church or 
sent to the Central Illinois District -LCMS, 1850 
N. Grand Avenue West, Springfield, IL  62702-
1626. Since the need for called workers is so 
great, we also ask you to encourage those who 
may be good candidates to consider pursuing a 
called church-worker vocation. 
 

LCMS Foundation 
We can face competing priorities when we think 
about planning our estates someday. This month 
we will consider the balance of future needs with 
present needs. Sometimes it is difficult to plan 
future gifts to family or ministry through your 
estate because you have many pressing current 
priorities. An estate plan however is put in place 
asking, “If the Lord were to call you home today, 
how would you direct your gifts?” Your LCMS 
Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help 
you begin thinking about the future. Contact 
Scott Radden, Gift Planning Counselor, at  
(618) 977-4049 or Scott.Radden@lfnd.org. 
 

Dollar for Missions 
The current Dollar for Missions project is $25,000 
for masonry work and repointing at University 
Lutheran Church in Champaign. The church and 
student center building serves as an outpost of 
the Gospel to the 60,000 students annually at the 
University of Illinois. Portions of the brick and 
concrete structure are showing their age and are 
in need of repair. This project will fund targeted 
work at repairing and repointing sections of the 
building exterior, so that the Lord’s Word and 
Sacraments can continue to be given out for 
many decades to come!  Find more information 
on our website https://www.cidlcms.org/ministry-
a-dollar-for-missions.html. 
 
 
 

https://www.cidlcms.org/ministry-a-dollar-for-missions.html
https://www.cidlcms.org/ministry-a-dollar-for-missions.html


 

Birthdays This Week 
5/4 Alex Junge, Beckett Sams, Carolyn 

Webb, George Soltwedel, Lisa Norton, & 
Robert Backhus 

5/5 Tanner Price 
5/6 Fred Meislahn & Troy Probst 
5/7 Bev Kopplin, Jim Klein, Kal Keitel, 

Richard Wendling, & Stephanie Gordon 
5/8 Graham Wendling, Kara Koester, 

5/8 Kaylynn Moeller, & Tamara Root 
5/9 David Wells & Kelsey Koester 
5/10 Jack Jansen & Pamela Williams 

Anniversaries This Week 
5/4/96   Robert & Dawn Hunsaker 
5/6/78   Don & Faith Donaldson 
5/7/21   Lucas & Lauren Stortzum 
5/10/01  Don & Christa Tieffel 
5/10/75  Mike & Sandra Mietzner 

CALENDAR--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- May 4 - 10, 2025 

Sunday 4 8 :00 a.m.  
Worship Service w/HC 
Wesley Scott Baptism 

  9:15 a.m. Sunday School - kids only - No adult 

  10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service w/HC 

Rite of Confirmation 

  6:00 p.m. Lutheran High School Meeting 

  6:30 p.m. LLL Rally – Faith, Shumway 

  7:00 p.m. “The Flock” HS LYF 

Monday 5  Pastor Dille’s Sabbath 

  9:00 a.m. Preschool Field Trip 

  4:00 p.m. Sanctuary Committee 

  5:15 p.m. Choir Practice 

Tuesday 6 9:00 a.m. Tri Circuit Pastors – St. John’s, Effingham 

  9:00 a.m. Preschool Field Trip 

  5:30 p.m. Bd of Education 

  5:30 p.m. Bd of Trustees 

  6:00 p.m. Joy Shop – St. John’s, Dieterich 

Wednesday 7 9:00 a.m. Preschool 4yr Promotion 

  10:00 a.m. Preschool 3yr Promotion 

  9:00 a.m. Bible Study 

  1:00 p.m. Office Staff Devotions/Meeting 

  5:00 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 

  6:00 p.m. JH LYF Fellowship 

Thursday 8 9:00 a.m. Preschool 4yr Promotion 

  10:00 a.m. Preschool 3yr Promotion 

  6:30 p.m. Bd of Elders 

Friday 9  Pastor Burdick’s Sabbath 

  11:30 a.m. Office is Closed 

  6:30 p.m. Young Adult Bible Study 

Saturday 10  Pastor Burdick on Vacation 

  8:00 a.m. Band Practice 

  5:30 p.m. Worship Service w/HC - Choir 


