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Wekompe

We welcome you to God’s Service in worship at St. John’s, and extend a special welcome to all
guests and visitors with us.

e Offerings are placed in the boxes at the doors, before or after worship.
e Little Children’s Worship bags are available by the elevator door.
e Restrooms are located on the 2" 3 and 5™ floors. Those on the 2" and 5" floors include
diaper-changing stations.
e Visitors are not expected to bring an offering. Our members do so in free response to the
Gospel and to finance the extension of God’s Kingdom.
e All worshipers are requested to complete an attendance card. They will be collected by
the acolyte after the sermon. Thank you!
e Share prayer requests using the yellow cards in the pews.
Those Who Serve Us
Each Member of St. JONN'S ... The Body of Christ
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1Y T O [ T 00 |1 T=T Preschool Director
Y T =T ¢ 11T o) 2Pt Organist
Maddux Wyckoff & Alexa WeStjoNN ......ccoeieeeeeeiiicceeee e Acolytes
1V [ oo [0 A YT [T PPN 5:30pm Elder on Duty
M. David Wall.....oueeeeeeeeee et e e e e 9:30am Elder on Duty
Mr. Dave Worman (217-821-7819).....ccceeeeeeeevevrvennnnnnn. Elder on Duty for March 30 — April 5
Chatelain School & Baja School .......cccceovvvivviiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeees Our Schools for feeding in Haiti
Ms. Janet Martins.........cceeeeeeeeeeeieeeeiiicccee e, (773-463-0617) Stephen Ministry Leader
Mrs. Julie SCOtt.....cooriiiiiiiciee e, (217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator
State, National & International Missions ............cccceevvvvvnnnee. through our District and Synod




DIVINE SERVICE THREE
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Prelude

Call to Worship

Welcome

Hymn #686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

-

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

-

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

-

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

-

O almighty God, merciful Father,

C |1, apoor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which |
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and |
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



Service of the Word

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.

P Letus pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for
all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 12:1-6

You will say in that day:

“1 will give thanks to you, O LORD,
for though you were angry with me,

your anger turned away,

that you might comfort me.

Behold, God is my salvation;

| will trust, and will not be afraid;

for the LorD GoD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.”

20

3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. *And you will say in that
day:

“Give thanks to the Lorb,
call upon his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples,
proclaim that his name is exalted.
>“Sing praises to the LoRrD, for he has done gloriously;
let this be made known in all the earth.
®Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israe

This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

|II
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Children’s Sermon



Psalm Psalm 32; antiphon: v. 11
1Blesséd is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

2Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

3For when | kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.

“For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

°| acknowledged my sin to you, and | did not cover my iniquity;
I said, “l will confess my transgressions to the Lorp,” and you forgave the iniquity of
my sin.

*Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be
found;
surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.

’You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

8 will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my eye upon you.

9Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near you.

®Many are the sorrows of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LoRrD.

11Be glad in the LoRrD, and rejoice, O righteous,
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!
Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
®From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we
once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Y Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come. 8All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation; ¥that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. °Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2'For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.
P Thisis the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with
them.”

3So he told them this parable: . . .

“There was a man who had two sons. ?And the younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.” And he divided his property
between them. *Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a
journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. **And
when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be
in need. °So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who
sent him into his fields to feed pigs. *And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the
pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have
more than enough bread, but | perish here with hunger! *| will arise and go to my father,
and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you. **I am no
longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”” 2°And he
arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and
felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 2!And the son said to him,
‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you. | am no longer worthy to be called
your son.” 22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 22And bring the fattened calf and
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. ?*For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate.

2>“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. 2°And he called one of the servants and asked what these things
meant. 2’And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.” 2But he was angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, *but he answered his father,
‘Look, these many years | have served you, and | never disobeyed your command, yet you
never gave me a young goat, that | might celebrate with my friends. 3°But when this son
of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened
calf for him!” 3And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. 32|t was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive;
he was lost, and is found.””

P Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



Nicene Creed

C

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn #676 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White

Sermon

Offertory

A Host Who Welcomes Back
Luke 15:1-3, 11b—-32

Psalm 51:10-12 LSB 192
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Offering Presentation / Collection of Cards
Prayer of the Church

Benedicamus
P Bless we the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.

Hymn #643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

Postlude
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