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Happy New Year! With this New Year will
come new joys and new challenges. As time
marches on in 2025, you might greet some of
the most joyous moments in your life and
some of the most chaotic or challenging
moments. So, what is going to keep you
grounded? God gives us many things to help
keep us grounded in His care. One of those
things is His Word. God gives His Word to us
as He speaks to us and guides us. Listen for
the theme of God's Word in each of the
readings today. You will hear about the
wisdom it gives to Solomon, the joy that
comes from studying it in the Psalm, and
Jesus’ desire to listen to the Word of the
Father in the Gospel. God clearly connects to
His people through His Word.

So, in this New Year, which may be filled
with highs and lows, what will keep you
grounded in God’s Word? The answer is
habits. It's wise to create habits centered
around God’s Word. If you don’t have any
specific habits of spending time in God’s
Word yet, that’s okay. It’s always a good time
to start. Don’t think that it must be anything
fancy. Whether it's taking time to read a
devotion before bed, or before your kids get
up, or listening to a devotion on your
commute to work, now, at the start of 2025,
Is a good time to start.

No matter what you do this New Year, there
are three things that are of utmost
importance as a child of God. The first is what
we’'ve been talking about: spending time in
God’s Word by simply reading Scripture or
doing a devotional. The second is to go to the
Lord in prayer. Prayer is simply talking to
God; take your burdens and your joys to Him
in prayer. The final of the three is to trust in
Jesus. In all things, trust in the Lord.

May the Lord bless you in 2025.
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Contribution Statements

We will be emailing contribution statements
to everyone that we have an email address
for. Please be watching for an email from
“Auto Mail” in your inbox towards the end of
January. If we do not have your emalil
address, we will send your contribution
statement in the mail. If you do not wish to
receive yours by email, you will need to let
the office know by: Monday, January 13™,

Upcoming Meetings

Council Meeting
Tues., Jan 21 at 7:00pm

Voters Assembly Meeting
Tues., Jan. 28 at 7:00pm

Communion
There is a new sign up list for Communion
Fill, Prep & Clean-Up. Please check the
bulletin board located in the Atrium hallway.

Attention All Boards
Your reports are due in the church office for
the Council meeting by Thursday, Jan. 9™

Thank You!
Thanks to Everyone who is serving
St. John'’s this Year!!

New Envelope Numbers
Are now in effectt PLEASE throw the old
one’s out! Also, if you could put your name
on the envelope that would help to make sure
everything is correct.

Poinsettias
You may take your poinsettias home after
this Sunday’s service.




Response to the Gospel
Our Attendance Last Week
Sunday December 29.........cccccoeevvennnnnn. 301
New Year Eve Service .......ccovvvvvvennnn. 107

Our Offerings

General Fund .............cccccvvvveeennn. $8,289.00
Christmas Eve an Christmas Day$7,101.00
Online Offering .......cccoeeevviiiiienns $3,578.46

Total Gen. Fund Offering $18,968.46

LIFE QUOTE From Lutherans for Life
“‘Let the peace of Christ change how you
live—clothing yourself with godly virtues
reflecting a thankful heart. Carry this peace
that the angels proclaimed and Simeon saw.
It sets the tone for the coming year, another
year you get to live as God’s child in the
peace of Jesus.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John
Evangelical Lutheran Church

Redwood Falls — A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life « lutheransforlife.org

Flower Chart
The 2025 chart has been posted. Please
sign up if you would like to donate flowers
for the altar.

Stewardship Moment

Luke 2:40 — “And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom. And
the favor of God was upon him.” At
Christmas God became man. And as a man,
Jesus grew up and increased in strength and
wisdom. We are called to follow in the
footsteps of Jesus, to grow in His image. The
power for this growth comes from receiving
the grace of Jesus in His Word and
Sacraments. How is the Lord calling you to
grow this year?

Youth Corner Upcoming Events

LYF
We will kickstart a new year of LYF on
January 8. We invite and encourage all 6"-
8" graders to attend from 6-7:15 pm.

High Schoolers
Calling all High Schoolers! We will start
meeting monthly in the New Year. Keep an
eye out for the date and time of our first
meeting.

Next NYG Info. Meeting = Jan. 19" 7p.m.
Please be sure to attend!

Puzzle Night/Mexican Dinner — Jan. 26"

Time - 2:30 puzzle
Dine at approximately 5:00
Cost: $12/adult and $8/child (ages 6-12)
(Anyone may come and eat)

Puzzle Teams will consist of 4 people
We will have 18 - 500 piece puzzles

Sign up: on the church bulletin board or
Call Donetta Ohnesorge (217-821-3300)
Or Carolyn Wendte (217-821-6541)
Tickets are available in the office or
Will be sold before and after church services.
Deadline to Sign up is Jan. 23rd

Coming Soon!
Soup Cook Off and Dessert Bake Off.
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Details to come soon!!

Prayer List
Anna Mae Gibson, Sara Bernhard, Carol

Budde, Bryce Backhus, Allen Birch, Roger
Miller, Ann Young and Kay Boerngen




“This Week’s Sunday School Lesson”
Lesson 1

Today, we begin a new unit with “A Welcome
Truth.” Jesus and His disciples visit the
home of sisters Mary and Martha. Mary sits
at the Lord’s feet to hear His words. Martha,
busy with meal preparations, asks Jesus to
tell Mary to help. Instead, Jesus gently tells
Martha that Mary has chosen the more
important thing.

Join Us for Adult Bible Study
Sundays at 9:15 a.m.

LifeLight — 6" Grade Confirmation Room

Sunday School Lesson Overview -
Fellowship Hall

Colossians — Trinity Room

49th annual Pro-Life Breakfast
Sunday, January 19th from 7:00am - Noon at
the Teutopolis Banquet Hall. Please see
Bulletin Board for details
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Adult Catechism Bible Study

This series of classes digs into God’s Word
and The Small Catechism to explore the
foundations of the Christian faith. Over the
course of ten weeks, we use Scripture, video,
and study-at-home to answer questions such
as, “Why do people die? What is meant by
‘resurrection?” How do God’s Law and
Gospel work together? Is atonement
possible? Is Baptism necessary ... and does
it save a person?” And about 100 more
guestions are considered. This is the class
for you if you want to review the Lutheran
faith, or if you are interested in joining our
church family in the Missouri Synod Lutheran
Church. We meet Tuesdays 5:45-6:45pm
from January 21 to March 25. Sign up on
the hall bulletin board if interested. All are
welcome.

Don’t forget the Lutheran Care
Campaign!!

Sausage Supper

St. Peter's Lutheran Men’s Club will once
again be holding their Sausage Supper with
sausage, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, and
all the fixings on February 16, 2024, with
serving beginning at 5:00 p.m. in the St.
Peter's Lutheran School Gym. Carry Outs
will be available. Pre-orders for sausage and
ribs will once again be offered and
encouraged ahead of time, with deadline to
order being January 31%, 2025 (sausage will
be available in 1 pound packages this year).
A limited amount of sausage will be
available on the day of the supper —order
early! To order, please call one of the
following: John Lotz - 618-553-5585, Tim
Brauer - 618-267-6228, David Schaal - 618-
292-3732, Reggie Grandt - 618-553-6213, or
the St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Office (after
12 PM) 618-349-8321.




CALENDAR

Sunday 5 | 8:00am. & 10:30 a.m.

January 5, 2025 - January 11, 2025
Worship Service w/HC - Bells

9:15 a.m.

Sunday School

Installation of Officers — All Services

Preschool — Monday — Friday 8:00 — 11:30 a.m. (Unless otherwise noted)

Monday 6 Pastor Dille’s Sabbath

4:00 p.m. Sanctuary Refurbish Committee

5:15 p.m. Choir Practice
Tuesday 7 9:00 a.m. CID Pastor Conference — Trinity Stewardson

5:30 p.m. Board of Education

5:30 p.m. Board of Trustees

7:00 p.m. Lydia Guild
Wednesday 8 8:45 a.m. Preschool Chapel

9:00 a.m. Bible Study

10:00 a.m. Stephens Ministry

10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. Quilting

1:00 p.m. Office Staff Devotions/Meeting

4:45 p.m. Bell Choir Practice

5:00 p.m. Confirmation

6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. LYF Fellowship

Thursday 9 8:45 a.m. Preschool Chapel

6:30 p.m. Board of Elders
Friday 10 Pastor Burdick’s Sabbath
Saturday 11 8:00 a.m. Praise Band

9:00 a.m. Undecorate Church

1:00 p.m. Cobert Mueller Memorial Service

5:30 p.m. Worship Service w/HC

Birthdays This Week
1/5 Cathy Bloemer, Christopher Bahrns
1/6 Jeremy Fritch, Windy Westfall
1/7 Dale Walls, Dawson Wyckoff,
Robert Williams, Teri Schaefer
1/8 Charity Ozenkoski, Kateleigh Zeigler,
Sarah Wyckoff, Tate Niebrugge

1/9 Ben Burdick, Jessica Fritch,
Marilyn Schaefer

1/10 Dana Haarmann, Darwin Wohltman,
Luke Daniels, Norbert Brauer
Pat Miller, Ruth Gall, Tenley Sams
1/11 Joanne Schlechte




