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Wekompe

We welcome you to God’s Service in worship at St. John’s, and extend a special welcome to all
guests and visitors with us.

e Offerings are placed in the boxes at the North and West doors, before or after worship.
e Little Children’s Worship bags are available in the Atrium.
e Restrooms are located on the 2™, 3™ and 5% floors. Those on the 2" and 5% floors include
diaper-changing stations.
e The Service video is broadcast in the Atrium and in the Library area on the 5% floor.
e Visitors are not expected to bring an offering. Our members do so in free response to the
Gospel and to finance the extension of God’s Kingdom.
e All worshipers are requested to complete an attendance card. They will be collected by
the acolyte after the sermon. Thank you!
e Share prayer requests using the yellow cards in the pews.
Those Who Serve Us
Each Member of St. JONN'S ... The Body of Christ
REV. MIKE BUIICK ..o e e e e e e e Pastor
LY Y B | Pastor
REV. Gary FOrtKam ...ouuuueeieeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeans Visitation Pastor
Y T O [ T 00| 1= Preschool Director
Y R =T o YA =] o o 1= PPN Organist
Hayes Hinton, MadduxX WYCKOTT .........coeiiiiiieeeeeeee e Acolytes
Y O YA o F- T {0 0 F= o [P RRPN 5:30pm Elder on Duty
M. DaVve WOIMAN ...t e e e s e e s e aa e 9:00am Elder on Duty
Mr. Dave Worman (217-821-7819)....cccccevvvveeeeervirnnennnns Elder on Duty for December 22 - 28
Chatelain School & Baja School .........cccooveeiiiiiiiiieeiiieees Our Schools for feeding in Haiti
Ms. Janet Martins.........cccceeeeeeeiiieiiiiicceee e, (773-463-0617) Stephen Ministry Leader
Mrs. Julie SCOtt.....coorrriiiiciiee e, (217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator
State, National & International Missions .........c..cccvvveeeeeneee. through our District and Synod




The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John’s in the confession and glad

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives us not only bread and wine but His

very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to

strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Jesus invites to His table

those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive

and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until
He comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their
great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. Thank you.

THE SERVICE OF PRAYER AND PREACHING

Prelude
Call to Worship

Welcome

Hymn #384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Opening Vesicles

P  Thisis the day which the Lord has made;
C let usrejoice and be glad in it.

-

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.

-

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of
the wicked.

-

Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
C Teach me Your paths.

-

Sanctify us in Your truth.
C  Your Word is truth.




-

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

C the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15

The Lorp said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to
open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”

3Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LorD brought you out from
this place. . ..

1"When the LorD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and
your fathers, and shall give it to you, *?you shall set apart to the Lorp all that first opens
the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the LorD’s. *Every
firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall
break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. *And when in
time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong
hand the LorD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. *For when Pharaoh
stubbornly refused to let us go, the LorD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore | sacrifice to the LorD all the
males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons | redeem.””

P  Thisis the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Reading Psalm 111

!Praise the Lorb!
| will give thanks to the LorD with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.

2Great are the works of the LORD,
studied by all who delight in them.

3Full of splendor and majesty is his work,
and his righteousness endures forever.

“He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;
the Loro is gracious and merciful.

>He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.

®He has shown his people the power of his works,
in giving them the inheritance of the nations.



"The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy;

8they are established forever and ever,
to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.

He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name!

%The fear of the LoRD is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever!

Hymn #367 Angels from the Realms of Glory

Reading Luke 2:22-40

22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and
Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord ?3(as it is written in
the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord”) 2*and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” ?Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name
was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 2®And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 2’And he came in the
Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
according to the custom of the Law, ?he took him up in his arms and blessed God and
said,
29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
0for my eyes have seen your salvation
3lthat you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
323 light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 3**And Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 3>(and a sword will pierce through
your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a
virgin, *’and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 3And coming up at that very
hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the
redemption of Jerusalem.




3%And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they

returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. *°And the child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

Responsory
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C Lord, | love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.

The Catechism

Ten Commandments

C

You shall have no other gods.

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

Honor your father and your mother.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed

C

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.



Sermon

Hymn #519 In His Temple Now Behold Him

Offering Presentation / Collection of Cards

Prayer
P In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us
all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who
travel, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P Forall those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned,
and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

-

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

-
-
o
=

...... let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

-

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.




Collect of the Day

P

C

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation
of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Evening Prayer (5:30)
| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my sins where |
have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands | commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil
foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Morning Prayer (9:00)
| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
kept me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You would keep me this
day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into
Your hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Blessing

P Letusbless the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

P  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and

preserve us.

C Amen.
Hymn #379 O Come, All Ye Faithful
Postlude

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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