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We welcome you to God’s Service in worship at St. John’s, and extend a special welcome to all 
guests and visitors with us.   
 

• Little Children’s Worship bags are available in the Atrium. 

• Restrooms are located on the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th floors.  Those on the 2nd and 5th floors include 

diaper-changing stations.   

• The Service video is broadcast in the Atrium and in the Library area on the 5th floor.   

• Visitors are not expected to bring an offering.  Our members do so in free response to the 

Gospel and to finance the extension of God’s Kingdom. 

• All worshipers are requested to complete an attendance card.  They will be collected by 

the acolyte after the sermon.  Thank you!  

• Share prayer requests using the yellow cards in the pews. 

 

 
Those Who Serve Us 

 Each Member of St. John’s ...................................................................... The Body of Christ 
 Rev. Mike Burdick ....................................................................................................... Pastor 
 Rev. Gary Fortkamp .................................................................................... Visitation Pastor 
 Mrs. Carrie Collier .................................................................................... Preschool Director 
 Mrs. Dana Keller .....................................................................................................  Organist 
 Mrs. Holly Adams............................................................................................... Song Leader 
 Mrs. Dennis Marxmann ........................................................................... Bell Choir Director 
 St. John’s Praise Band ................................................................................... 10:30am Music 
 Mason & Max Stewart, Ava Wernsing, Avery Bohnhoff ........................................... Acolytes 
 Mr. Ray Hartman ................................................................................ 5:30pm Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Jim Schroeder .............................................................................. 8:00am Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Gayland Bourland....................................................................... 10:30am Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Gayland Bourland 217-343-4366 ................................... Elder on Duty for January 8 - 12 
 Chatelain School & Baja School ........................................... Our Schools for feeding in Haiti 
 Ms. Janet Martins ................................................. (773-463-0617) Stephen Ministry Leader 
 Mrs. Julie Scott ................................................. (217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator 
 State, National & International Missions .............................. through our District and Synod 
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Holy Communion  
  Welcome! When the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, (LCMS) celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper we confess the Real Presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the Bread and Wine, given 
and shed for the forgiveness of our sins.  (1 Cor 10:16 & 1 Cor 11:23-26) We believe that Christ’s 
Body and Blood are present “in, with and under” elements of the Holy Supper.  Please register 
your intent to commune on the pew card after prayerfully reading it.  If you are visiting with us 
and you desire to join with us in communion fellowship in agreement with these beliefs, please 
speak to our Pastor or the elder on duty before the Service.  Thank You. 

 

You will find the songs for our 10:30 Service in Italics. 
 

“Breath Of Heaven” (Mary's Song) Preservice #1 
 

I have traveled 
Many moonless night 
Cold and Weary 
With a babe inside 
And I wonder 
What I've done 
Holy Father 
You have come 
Chosen me now 
To carry Your Son 
 

I am waiting 
in a silent prayer 
I am frightened 
by the load I bear 
In a world as cold as stone 
Must I walk this path alone 
Be with me now 
Be with me now 
 

Breath of Heaven 
Hold me together 
Be forever near me 
Breath of Heaven 
 

Breath of Heaven 
Lighten my darkness 
Pour over me, Your Holyness 
For You are Holy Breath of Heaven 
"Breath Of Heaven (Mary's Song)" written by Amy Grant, Chris Eaton1992 Clouseau Music LtdScripture 
Reference: Leviticus 19:2, Job 33:4, Luke 1: 26-38CCLI Song: 1128784CCLI License: 51072 

Do I wonder 
As you watch my face 
If a wiser one, should of had my place 
But I offer all I am 
For the mercy of your plan 
Help me be strong 
Help me be 
Help me 
 

Breath of Heaven 
Hold me together 
Be forever near me 
Breath of Heaven 
 

Breath of Heaven 
Lighten my darkness 
Pour over me, Your Holyness 
For your holy  
 

Breath of Heaven 
Hold me together 
Be forever near me 
Breath of Heaven 
 

Breath of Heaven 
Lighten my darkness 
Pour over me, Your Holyness 
For Your Holy  
Breath Of Heaven 
Breath Of Heaven 
Breath Of Heaven 
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“Hark The Herald Angels Sing” Preservice #2 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing!  
"Glory to the newborn King!  
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled."  
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
Join the triumph of the skies!  
With the angelic host proclaim,  
"Christ is born in Bethlehem."  
Hark! The herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King!"  
 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored:  
Christ, the everlasting Lord;  
Late in time, behold him come,  
Offspring of a virgin's womb.  
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see;  
Hail, the incarnate Deity:  
Pleased, as Man, with man to dwell,  

Jesus, our Emmanuel!  
Hark! The herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King!"  
 

Hail! The heav'n-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail! The Son of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all He brings,  
Risen with healing in His wings  
Mild He lays His glory by,  
Born that man no more may die!  
Born to raise the sons of earth,  
Born to give them second birth.  
Hark! The herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Hark! Can You Hear The Angels? 
Hark! Can You Hear The Angels? 

"Hark The Herald Angels Sing" written by Charles Wesley, Felix Mendelssohn-BartholdyPublic DomainScripture Reference: Luke 2:13-14; Rom. 5:10-11CCLI Song: 27738CCLI License: 51072 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Offering is received in the boxes at the North and West doors of the 
sanctuary.  Following the sermon, an usher will bring forward the offerings 
received thus far to be placed at the altar.  Your offering can be given in the 
boxes before, during, or after the Service.  Thanks be to God, the owner and 
giver of all that is good!   
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DIVINE SERVICE ONE 

 

Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Welcome  

Hymn #409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing 
 

“Step by Step” (10:30) Opening Song 
 

O God, You are my God and I will ever praise You 
O God, You are my God and I will ever praise You 
I will seek You in the morning 
and I will learn to walk in Your ways 
Step by step You lead me 
and I will follow You all of my days. 
"Step By Step" written by David (Beaker) Strasser© 1991 BMG Songs, Inc.Scripture Reference: Psalm 34, Psalm 63CCLI Song: 696994CCLI License: 51072 

Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast (5:30 & 8:00) Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 LSB 155 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray.     O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten 
Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness 
of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 



7 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1–6 

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
 and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
 and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3And nations shall come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
 they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, 
 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
 your heart shall thrill and exult, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
 all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
 and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Bell Choir “We Three Kings” 
 

Psalm Psalm 72:1–11; antiphon: v. 18 

1Give the king your justice, O God, 
 and your righteousness to the royal son! 

2May he judge your people with righteousness, 
 and your poor with justice! 

3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 
 and the hills, in righteousness! 

4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children of 
the needy, 

 and crush the oppressor! 

5May they fear you while the sun endures, 
 and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 
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6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
 like showers that water the earth! 

7In his days may the righteous flourish, 
 and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 

8May he have dominion from sea to sea, 
 and from the River to the ends of the earth! 

9May desert tribes bow down before him 
 and his enemies lick the dust! 

10May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him tribute; 
 may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts! 

11May all kings fall down before him, 
 all nations serve him! 
 

Epistle Ephesians 3:1–12 
 1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming 
that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how 
the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you 
read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 
 7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was 
given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to 
bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things, 10so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now 
be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according 
to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have 
boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse (5:30 & 8:00) John 6:68 LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When 
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling 
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was 
to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 
the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 
for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 
worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star 
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place 
where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down 
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Hymn #400 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning 

 
“O Church Arise” (Arise Shine) (10:30) Sermon Song 
 

O Church arise and put your armour on 
Hear the call of Christ our Captain 
For now the weak can say that they are strong 
In the strength that God has given 
With shield of faith and belt of Truth 
We’ll stand against the devil’s lies 
An army bold whose battle cry is love 
Reaching out to those in darkness 
 

Our call to war to love the captive soul 
But to rage against the captor 
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole 
We will fight with faith and valor 
When faced with trials on ev'ry side 
We know the outcome is secure 
And Christ will have the prize for which He died 
An inheritance of nations 
 

Arise shine for your Light has come 
Arise shine for the risen Son 
Lift your eyes we are His radiant bride 
Arise O Church arise 
 

Come see the cross where love and mercy meet 
As the Son of God is stricken 
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet 
For the Conqueror has risen 
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And as the stone is rolled away 
And Christ emerges from the grave 
This victory march continues 'til the day 
Every eye and heart shall see Him 
 

So Spirit come put strength in every stride 
Give grace for every hurdle 
That we may run with faith to win the prize 
Of a servant good and faithful 
As saints of old still line the way 
Retelling triumphs of His grace 
We hear their calls and hunger for the day 
When with Christ we stand in Glory 
 

Arise shine for your Light has come 
Arise shine for the risen Son 
Lift your eyes we are His radiant bride 
Arise O Church arise 
 

Arise shine for your Light has come 
Arise shine for the risen Son 
Lift your eyes we are His radiant bride 
Arise O Church arise 
"O Church Arise (Arise Shine)" written by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Chris Tomlin, and Stuart Townend© 2016 S. D. G. Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)Scripture Reference: Matt. 16:18 CCLI Song: 7065980CCLI License: 51072 

 

Sermon “Everyone Needs Light” 
  

Prayer of the Church 
 

Installation of Officers and Boards for 2024 
 

Collection of Cards and Presentation of Our Offerings 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei (5:30 & 8:00) John 1:29 LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Hymn #623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray 
Hymn #549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (10:30) Communion Song 
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
And with fear and trembling stand 
Ponder nothing earthly minded 
For with blessing in His hand 
Christ our God to earth descending 
Comes our homage to demand 
 

King of kings yet born of Mary 
As of old on earth He stood 
Lord of lords in human vesture 
In the Body and the Blood 
He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heavenly food 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 
Spreads its vanguard on the way 
As the Light of Light descending 
From the realms of endless day 
Comes the powers of hell to vanquish 
As the darkness clears away 
 

At His feet the six-winged seraph 
Cherubim with sleepless eye 
Veil their faces to the Presence 
As with ceaseless voice they cry 
Alleluia Alleluia 
Alleluia Lord Most High 
Alleluia Lord Most High 

"Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence" Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.: tr. Gerard MoultriePublic DomainScripture Reference: Acts 1:10-11, Luke 2:8-15CCLI Song: 154773CCLI License: 51072 
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Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray.      We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn 387 Joy to the World 
 

“Jesus Loves Me” (10:30) Closing Song 
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, 
For the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong; 
They are weak, but He is strong.  
 

Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 
 

Jesus loves me! Still today 
Walking with me on my way 

Wanting as a friend to give 
Light and love to all who live 
 

Jesus loves me! He will stay 
Close beside me all the way 
Thou has bled and died for me 
I will henceforth live for thee 
 

Jesus loves me! He who died 
Heaven’s gate to open wide; 
He will wash away my sin, 
Let His little child come in. 

"Jesus Loves Me" written by Anna B. WarnerPublic DomainScripture Reference: Matt. 19:14; Titus 3:4-7; John 15:9; Eph 3:17-19CCLI License: 51072 
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