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St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
 

901 West Jefferson Avenue E-mail:  office@stjohnsLCMS.net 
Effingham, IL  62401 Website:  stjohnsLCMS.net 
Phone: (217) 342-4334 Preschool Website:  eaglesnestpreschool.com 
Christian Education:  Sun. 9:15am Services:  Sat. 5:30pm – Sun. 8:00am & 10:30am 

 
We welcome you to God’s Service in worship at St. John’s, and extend a special welcome to all 
guests and visitors with us.   
 

• Little Children’s Worship bags are available in the Atrium. 

• Restrooms are located on the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th floors.  Those on the 2nd and 5th floors include 

diaper-changing stations.   

• The Service video is broadcast in the Atrium and in the Library area on the 5th floor.   

• Visitors are not expected to bring an offering.  Our members do so in free response to the 

Gospel and to finance the extension of God’s Kingdom. 

• All worshipers are requested to complete an attendance card.  They will be collected by 

the acolyte after the sermon.  Thank you!  

• Share prayer requests using the yellow cards in the pews. 

Those Who Serve Us 

 Each Member of St. John’s ...................................................................... The Body of Christ 
 Rev. Mike Burdick ....................................................................................................... Pastor 
 Rev. Gary Fortkamp .................................................................................... Visitation Pastor 
 Mrs. Carrie Collier .................................................................................... Preschool Director 
 Mr. Jamie Lotz ........................................................................................................  Organist 
 Mrs. Andrea Wendling ....................................................................................... Song Leader 
 St. John’s Praise Band ................................................................................... 10:30am Music 
 Josie Fritch, Maddux Wyckoff, Allie & Graham Wendling ........................................ Acolytes 
 Mr. Fred Bray ...................................................................................... 5:30pm Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Ray Hartman ................................................................................ 8:00am Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Howard Janis .............................................................................. 10:30am Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Keith Knight 217-821-6719....................................... Elder on Duty for Oct. 16 – Oct. 20 
 Chatelain School & Baja School ........................................... Our Schools for feeding in Haiti 
 Ms. Janet Martins ................................................. (773-463-0617) Stephen Ministry Leader 
 Mrs. Julie Scott ................................................. (217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator 
 State, National & International Missions .............................. through our District and Synod 
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20th Sunday after Pentecost 
October 15, 2023 

 

Altar Flowers are in celebration of Kris & Molly Lipe’s wedding anniversary. 

Holy Communion  
  Welcome! When the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, (LCMS) celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper we confess the Real Presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the Bread and Wine, given 
and shed for the forgiveness of our sins.  (1 Cor 10:16 & 1 Cor 11:23-26) We believe that Christ’s 
Body and Blood are present “in, with and under” elements of the Holy Supper.  Please register 
your intent to commune on the pew card after prayerfully reading it.  If you are visiting with us 
and you desire to join with us in communion fellowship in agreement with these beliefs, please 
speak to our Pastor or the elder on duty before the Service.  Thank You. 

You will find the songs for our 10:30 Service in Italics. 

“Anywhere With Jesus” Preservice #1 
 
Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go 
Anywhere He leads me in this world below 
Anywhere without Him dearest joys would fade 
Anywhere with Jesus I am not afraid 
 
Anywhere, anywhere, any little fear I'll never know 
Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go 
 
Anywhere with Jesus I am not alone 
Other friends may fail me, He is still my own 
Though His hand may lead me over dreariest ways 
Anywhere with Jesus is a house of praise 
 
Anywhere, anywhere, any little fear I'll never know 
Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go 
 
Anywhere with Jesus I can go to sleep 
When the darkening shadows round about me creep 
Knowing I shall waken, never more to roam 
Anywhere with Jesus will be home, sweet home 
 
Anywhere, anywhere, any little fear I'll never know 
Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go 
Anywhere with Jesus I can surely go 
"Anywhere With Jesus" written by Daniel Brink TownerPublic DomainScripture Reference: 1 John 5:18CCLI Song: 27587CCLI License: 51072 
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“Sing A Song” Preservice #2 
 
I want to sing a song for You, Lord 
Lord, for You I want to sing a song 
And I want to lift my voice to Heaven 
And listen to the angels sing along 
 
Chorus: 
A song of Your faithfulness 
A song of Your grace 
And of Your loving kindness 
To the glory of Your name 
With everything that's in me, Lord 
Listen to me say 
I want to sing a song for You 
I want to sing a song 
 
I want to live my life for You, Lord 
Lord, for You I want to live my life 
I want to praise the name of Jesus 
Pray above all things You're glorified (chorus) 
 
And I sing about Your mercy 
And I sing about Your love 
Your goodness, Lord 
Your righteousness 
I want to sing. . . (chorus) 
 
And we'll sing holy, holy, holy 
We'll sing holy, holy, holy 
We'll shout holy, holy 
Are You Lord almighty 
 
And we'll sing holy, holy, holy 
We'll sing holy, holy, holy 
We'll shout holy, holy 
Are You Lord almighty (chorus) 
"Sing A Song" written by Brad Avery, David Carr, Mac Powell, Mark Lee, Tai Anderson© 2003 Consuming Fire Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)Scripture Reference: Isaiah 6:3, Psalms 96:1 CCLI Song: 4027191CCLI License: 51072 
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DIVINE SERVICE ONE 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE SUNDAY 

 

Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Welcome 

Hymn #902 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now 

 

“Thy Word” (10:30) Opening Song 
 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
 

When I feel afraid and I Think I've lost my way,  
Still you're there right beside me. 
Nothing will I fear as long as You are near,  
Please be near me to the end. 
 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
 

I will not forget Your love for me and yet,  
My heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus be my guide and hold me to Your side,  
and I will love You to the end. 
 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
And a light unto my path, You're the light unto my path. 
"Thy Word" written by Amy Grant, Michael W. Smith© 1984 Meadowgreen Music CompanyScripture Reference: Psalm 119:105  CCLI Song: 14301CCLI License: 51072 
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Confession and Absolution 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Kyrie  
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
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"Serve the Lord with Gladness" (all services) (The Lutheran Women’s Missionary Leage Hymn) 
 

1.  “Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

It is He alone 

Who redeemed us sinners, 

Guides us as His own 

To enjoy the blessings 

Of His love and grace, 

Will at last in glory 

Meet us face to face. 

Onward, then, for Jesus! 

Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

Glorify His name. 

2. “Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

He gave us command 

To proclaim His Gospel 

Now in every land 

So that fellow sinners 

May, like us, be blest. 

Leading them to Jesus, 

We can serve Him best. 

Onward, then, for Jesus! 

Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

Glorify His name! 
 

3. “Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

There’s no greater joy 

Than to serve the Master, 

Work in His employ. 

As we build His kingdom 

Angels, too, rejoice 

Over every sinner 

Brought to hear His voice. 

Onward, then, for Jesus! 

Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

Glorify His name!                                   Tune: 662 LSB, 518 LW, 658 TLH  

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P Let us pray.      Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal with 

us not in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness of Your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 25:6–9 

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 
 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain 
 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
 the veil that is spread over all nations. 
 8He will swallow up death forever; 
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 
 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
 for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 
 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 
 This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 
 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 23; antiphon: v. 5a 
1The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not want. 

2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
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Epistle Philippians 4:4–13 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 
 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there 
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be 
with you. 
 10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for 
me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am 
speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I 
know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, 
I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all 
things through him who strengthens me. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse (5:30 & 8:00) LSB 156 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 22:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2“The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3and sent his servants to call 
those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4Again he sent 
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding feast.’ 5But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his 
business, 6while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 
7The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned 
their city. 8Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited 
were not worthy. 9Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many 
as you find.’ 10And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they 
found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 11“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no 
wedding garment. 12And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind 
him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Hymn #830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord 
 

“How Great Is Our God” (10:30) Sermon Song 
 

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice 
He wraps himself in light, and darkness tries to hide 
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice 
 

How great is our God, Sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great 
Is our God 
 

And age to age He stands and time is in His hands 
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End 
The Godhead, Three in One 
Father, Spirit, Son 
The Lion and the Lamb, Lion and the Lamb 
 

How great is our God, Sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great 
Is our God 
 

Name above all names 
Worthy of our praise 
My heart will sing how great 
Is our God 
 

Name above all names 
Worthy of our praise 
My heart will sing how great 
Is our God 
 

How great is our God, Sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great 
Is our God 
 

How great is our God, Sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great 
Is our God 
"How Great Is Our God" written by Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves© 2004 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)Scripture Reference: Psalm 104:1;  2 Chronicles 2:5CCLI Song: 4348399CCLI License: 51072 



10 

 

Sermon “An Awesome Invitation” 
  Matthew 22:1-14 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering 

 
 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei (5:30 & 8:00) LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution Hymn:  
 

Hymn #633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
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“Taste And See” (10:30) Communion Song 
 

Refrain: 
Taste and see, taste and see 
the goodness of the Lord. 
O taste and see, taste and see 
the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord. 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times. 
Praise shall always be on my lips; 
my soul shall glory in the Lord 
for God has been so good to me. Refrain 
 

Glorify the Lord with me. 
Together let us all praise God's name. 
I called the Lord who answered me; 
from all my troubles I was set free. Refrain 
 

Worship the Lord, all you people. 
You'll want for nothing if you ask. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
In God we need put all our trust. 
"Taste And See" written by James Moore, Jr.© 1983, GIA PublicationsScripture Reference: Psalm 34:8CCLI License: 51072 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray.      Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of 

the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in 
the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we 
may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn #643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
 

“Sing Sing Sing” (10:30) Closing Song 
 

Sing, sing, sing 
And make music with the heavens 
We will sing, sing, sing 
Grateful that You hear us 
When we shout Your praise 
Lift high the name of Jesus 
 

What's not to love about You 
Heaven and earth adore You 
Kings and kingdoms bow down 
Son of God 
You are the One 
You are the One 
 

You are the love that frees us 
You are the light that leads us 
Like a fire burning 
Son of God 
You are the One 
You are the One 
We're living for 
 

Sing, sing, sing 
And make music with the heavens 
We will sing, sing, sing 
Grateful that You hear us 
When we shout Your praise 
Lift high the name of Jesus 
 

What's not to love about You 
Heaven and earth adore You 
Kings and kingdoms bow down 
Son of God 
You are the One 
You are the One 
We're living for (continued) 
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Sing, sing, sing 
And make music with the heavens 
We will sing, sing, sing 
Grateful that You hear us 
When we shout Your praise 
Lift high the name of Jesus 
 

Sing, sing, sing 
And make music with the heavens 
Sing, sing, sing 
Grateful that You hear us 
We shout Your praise 
Lift high the name  
 

Sing, sing, sing 
And make music with the heavens 
We will sing, sing, sing 
Grateful that You hear us 
We shout Your praise 
Lift high the name of Jesus 
"Sing Sing Sing" written by Chris Tomlin, Daniel Carson, Jesse Reeves, Matt Gilder, Travis Nunn2008 worshiptogether.comScripture Reference: Psalm 47:6 CCLI Song: 5114065CCLI License: 51072 

 

Postlude 
 

Door Offering in support of the Mission of The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
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