St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS)
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5t Sunday of Easter — May 7, 2023

Confirmation 10:30am Service

Holy Communion

Welcome! When the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, (LCMS) celebrate the Lord’s
Supper we confess the Real Presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the Bread and Wine, given
and shed for the forgiveness of our sins. (1 Cor 10:16 & 1 Cor 11:23-26) We believe that Christ’s
Body and Blood are present “in, with and under” elements of the Holy Supper. Please register
your intent to commune on the pew card after prayerfully reading it. If you are visiting with us
and you desire to join with us in communion fellowship in agreement with these beliefs, please
speak to our Pastor or the elder on duty before the Service. Thank You.
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Welcome

Prelude

DIVINE SERVICE ONE

WITH THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION
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Call to Worship

Processional Hymn #644 The Church’s One Foundation

Confession and Absolution
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the 1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




This Is the Feast
A Refrain
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

LSB 155

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant

that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that
among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are
found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen. (remain standing)



Holy Gospel John 14:1-7
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
C GlorytoYou, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In
my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to
prepare a place for you? 3And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. *And you know the way to where
| am going.” *Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can
we know the way?” ®Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. ’If you had known me, you would have known
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

P Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
Epistle 1 Peter 2:2-10
’Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
“As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and
precious, *you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a

holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ®For
it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone,”

8and

“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light. 1°Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Hymn #861 Christ Be My Leader

Sermon

”

“Living Stones
1 Peter 2:2-10

Rite of Confirmation

P

Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with
you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized in
the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses
Me before men, | will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever
denies Me before men, | will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up
your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what | now
ask you in the name of the Lord.

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the
gifts that God gave you in your Baptism?
Yes, | do.

Do you renounce the devil?
Yes, | renounce him.

Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, | renounce them.

Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, | renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord?

Yes, | believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
4




Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of
God?
| do.

Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the
Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful
and true?

| do.

Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?
| do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to
remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?
I do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all,
even death, rather than fall away from it?
I do, by the grace of God.

We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the
teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins.
As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who
has begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his hand on the
head of each catechumen and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead while saying:

P , the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given
you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins,
strengthen you with His grace to life everlasting.

R Amen.
Jackson Lee Fritch Philippians 4:13
Emmerson Rose Hansen Psalm 118:14
Charles Henry Jansen Psalm 119:105
Jake Edward Niebrugge Proverbs 30:5
Cailin Rae Ohnesorge Matthew 6:34
Kylie Ann Pryor Matthew 19:26
Melia Jane Wendling Philippians 4:13
Lillian Grace Wernsing Ephesians 5:19
Leo Marcus Wyckoff 1John 1:9

After all the catechumens have received the blessing,
the following collect is prayed.

P  Letus pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great
goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with
the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith,
they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the
good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

P  Peace be with you.
C Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering



Service of the Sacrament

Preface

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Iltisright to give Him thanks and praise.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Taught by our Lord, and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Hymn #461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives
Hymn #865 Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain




Post-Communion Collect

P Letus pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not
to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Benediction

Hymn #922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing

Postlude
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