St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS)

901 West Jefferson Avenue E-mail: office@stjohnsLCMS.net
Effingham, IL 62401 Website: stjohnsLCMS.net
Phone: (217) 342-4334 Preschool Website: eaglesnestpreschool.com
Christian Education: Sun. 9:15am Services: Sat. 5:30pm — Sun. 8:00am & 10:30am

Cweonme

We welcome you to God’s Service in worship at St. John’s, and extend a special welcome to all
guests and visitors with us.

e Little Children’s Worship bags are available in the Atrium.

e Restrooms are located on the 2™, 3™ and 5% floors. Those on the 2" and 5" floors include
diaper-changing stations.

e The Service video is broadcast in the Atrium and in the Library area on the 5% floor.

e Visitors are not expected to bring an offering. Our members do so in free response to the
Gospel and to finance the extension of God’s Kingdom.

e All worshipers are requested to complete an attendance card. They will be collected by
ushers after the sermon. Thank you!

e Share prayer requests using the yellow cards in the pews.

Those Who Serve Us

Each Member of St. JONN'S ... The Body of Christ
A 1IN = TU T e ol Pastor
REV. Gary FOrtKam ...ouuueieiieee et e e e e e e e e e ar e e e e e e eeeeanes Visitation Pastor
MIFS. Carri@ COllIN .. Preschool Director
Ms. Jerry Starner and Mr. JAmie LOtZ.....cccvuueieiiiiiiee e Organists
IMIS. HOIIY Bray...oeiieieeeeeiiiiceee et e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e bt eeeeaaeaennnens Choir Director
JAKE NIEDIUGEE ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e Acolyte
M. Ray Hartman ... e e e e e eaa e e e 12:15pm Elder on Duty
Mr. Keith Knight......ooo oo 6:30pm Elder on Duty
Mr. Gayland Bourland 217-343-4366........cccccoeeevevvveeeeeennnnnnn. Elder on Duty for March 29-31
Chatelain School & Baja School .........cccouveeiiiiiiiiieeiiieees Our Schools for feeding in Haiti
MS. JANEE MArtinS ...ceeiiiiee e e Stephen Ministry Leader
Mrs. Julie SCOtt .....oovvviiiiiiieeeeeieeee (1-217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator
State, National & International Missions..........ccccccevveeeeeennee. through our District and Synod




Lent 5 Midweek Service March 29, 2023

e Fynfdne o=k

LET MYy PEoPLE GO

Prelude

Call to Worship

Welcome
Hymn #424 O Christ, You Walked the Road
Invocation
P Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Reading Psalm 106:13-14, 19-23

13 [The children of Israel] soon forgot His works;
they did not wait for His counsel.
14But they had a wanton craving in the wilderness,
and put God to the test in the desert;
he gave them what they asked,
but sent a wasting disease among them.
They made a calf in Horeb
and worshiped a metal image.
2They exchanged the glory of God
for the image of an ox that eats grass.
21They forgot God, their Savior,
who had done great things in Egypt,
22wondrous works in the land of Ham,
and awesome deeds by the Red Sea.
2Therefore he said he would destroy them—
had not Moses, his chosen one, stood in the breach before him, to turn away his
wrath from destroying them.

Prayer




Reading 1 Corinthians 10:5-8
>Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in
the wilderness.
®Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they
did. ’Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to
eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of
them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day.

Choir Anthem (6:30pm) Lamb of God
John 1:29 The next day he (John the Baptist) saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

Reading Exodus 32:1-14

'When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the
people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who
shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt,
we do not know what has become of him.” 2So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of
gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to
me.” 3So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them
to Aaron. *And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool
and made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you
up out of the land of Egypt!” >When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron
made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lorp.” ®And they rose up
early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the
people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.

’And the LoRD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of
the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 8They have turned aside quickly out of the
way that | commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have
worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you
up out of the land of Egypt!”” °And the LorD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and
behold, it is a stiff-necked people. °Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn
hot against them and | may consume them, in order that | may make a great nation of
you.”

1But Moses implored the Lorp his God and said, “O Lorp, why does your wrath burn
hot against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great
power and with a mighty hand? *Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he
bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the
earth’? Turn from your burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people.
13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own
self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this
land that | have promised | will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.””
14And the Lorp relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.
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Sermon “Digging Ourselves Into A Hole”

Hymn #421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing

Passion Reading
In our Midweek Lenten Services, we hear the Passion of Our Lord from
Matthew 26-27.
Let us meditate upon all that Christ suffered for our exodus from sin and death.

Matthew 26:69—27:10

®*Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and
said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” °But he denied it before them all, saying,
“I do not know what you mean.” "*And when he went out to the entrance, another servant
girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” ?And
again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” "3After a little while the
bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent
betrays you.” "*Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know
the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. "°And Peter remembered the saying of
Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and
wept bitterly.

'When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel
against Jesus to put him to death. >And they bound him and led him away and delivered
him over to Pilate the governor.

3Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind
and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, *saying, “I
have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it
yourself.” °>And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he
went and hanged himself. °But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not
lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” ’So they took counsel and
bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place for strangers. 8Therefore that field
has been called the Field of Blood to this day. °Then was fulfilled what had been spoken
by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of
him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, °%and they gave them
for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.”

Offering




Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(12:15pm Service concludes here)
Hymn #883 All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night
Postlude
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Maundy Thursday w/Holy Communion

Stripping of Altar
April 6 at 12:15pm and 6:30pm

Good Friday
April 7 at 12:15pm and 6:30pm

The Resurrection of Our Lord w/Holy Communion
April 9 at 6:00am, 8:00am, and 10:30am



