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Cweonme

We welcome you to God’s Service in worship at St. John’s, and extend a special welcome to all
guests and visitors with us.

e Little Children’s Worship bags are available in the Atrium.

e Restrooms are located on the 2™, 3™ and 5% floors. Those on the 2" and 5" floors include
diaper-changing stations.

e The Service video is broadcast in the Atrium and in the Library area on the 5% floor.

e Visitors are not expected to bring an offering. Our members do so in free response to the
Gospel and to finance the extension of God’s Kingdom.

e All worshipers are requested to complete an attendance card. They will be collected by
ushers after the sermon. Thank you!

e Share prayer requests using the yellow cards in the pews.
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A 1IN = TU T e ol Pastor
REV. Gary FOrtKam ...ouuueieiieee et e e e e e e e e e ar e e e e e e eeeeanes Visitation Pastor
MIFS. Carri@ COllIN .. Preschool Director
YL YV d o T 2T Y P Organist
=T AT Aol o i USSR Acolyte
M. JiM SChro@AEr ..o 12:15pm Elder on Duty
M. DAVe WOIMAN ....ieeiiiieeeeeiiee e eeeete e e e et e e e eate e e e e eaa e e e e sasnaeeeeens 6:30pm Elder on Duty
Mr. Ray Hartman 217-240-8178 ........cooeeeveviieeeeeeeiceeeeeeeinnn Elder on Duty for March 15-17
Chatelain School & Baja School .........cccooeeiiiiiiiiiieiiiieeees Our Schools for feeding in Haiti
MS. JANEE MArtinS ...coeveiiiiee e e Stephen Ministry Leader
Mrs. Julie SCOtt ....uuvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiec e, (1-217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator
State, National & International Missions..........c.ccccevveeeeennnee. through our District and Synod




Lent 3 Midweek Service March 15, 2023
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LET MYy PEoPLE GO

Prelude
Call to Worship

Welcome

Hymn #696 O God, My Faithful God

Invocation
P Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Reading Psalm 78:12-16

121n the sight of [Israel, God] performed wonders
in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan.

13He divided the sea and let them pass through it,
and made the waters stand like a heap.

%1n the daytime he led them with a cloud,
and all the night with a fiery light.

BHe split rocks in the wilderness
and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep.

®He made streams come out of the rock
and caused waters to flow down like rivers.

Prayer

Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-4
| want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed
through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all
ate the same spiritual food, *and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from
the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.

(silence for reflection)




Reading Exodus 17:1-7
All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by
stages, according to the commandment of the LorD, and camped at Rephidim, but there
was no water for the people to drink. *Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and
said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me?
Why do you test the LorD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, and the people
grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and
our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the Lorp, “What shall | do
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” >And the LoRD said to Moses, “Pass
on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand
the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. ®Behold, | will stand before you there on
the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the
people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. ’And he called the
name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel,
and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

Sermon “Strike the Rock!”
Exodus 17:1-7

Hymn #918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer

Passion Reading
In our Midweek Lenten Services, we hear the Passion of Our Lord from
Matthew 26-27.
Let us meditate upon all that Christ suffered for our exodus from sin and death.

Matthew 26:30-46

30And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 3'Then Jesus
said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike
the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” 3’But after | am raised up, |
will go before you to Galilee.” 33Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because
of you, | will never fall away.” 3*Jesus said to him, “Truly, | tell you, this very night, before
the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 3°Peter said to him, “Even if | must die
with you, | will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same.

%%Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples,
“Sit here, while | go over there and pray.” 3’ And taking with him Peter and the two sons
of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 3Then he said to them, “My soul is
very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 3°And going a little
farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as you will.” °And he came to the disciples and
found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour?
“watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but
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the flesh is weak.” #*Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if
this cannot pass unless | drink it, your will be done.” **And again he came and found them
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. #So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed
for the third time, saying the same words again. Then he came to the disciples and said
to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. *Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”

Offering
Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
(12:15pm Service concludes here)
Hymn #891 O Light Whose Splendor
Merciful Father, whose guiding hand has brought us to the
completion of this day, we humbly pray You to stay with us and
shelter us in quiet hours of the night that we, who are wearied
by the changes and chances of this passing world, may rest in
Your changeless peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Postlude
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