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We welcome you to God’s Service in worship at St. John’s, and extend a special welcome to all 
guests and visitors with us.   

 Restrooms are located on the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th floors.  Those on the 2nd and 5th floors include 
diaper-changing stations.   

 The Service video is broadcast in the Atrium and in the Library area on the 5 th floor.   

 Visitors are not expected to bring an offering.  Our members do so in free response to the 
Gospel and to finance the extension of God’s Kingdom.  They place offerings in the boxes 
at the North and West doors, or give through our online portal on our website.   

 All worshipers are requested to complete an attendance card.  They will be collected by 
ushers after the sermon.  Thank you!  

 

Those Who Serve Us 

 Each Member of St. John’s .................................................................... The Body of Christ 
 Rev. Mike Burdick ................................................................................................... Pastor 
 Rev. Gary Fortkamp ................................................................................. Visitation Pastor 
 Mrs. Sandy Esker ..................................................................................Preschool Director 
 Mr. Jamie Lotz ........................................................................................ 5:30pm Organist 
 Chase Smith, Leo Wyckoff, Hayden & Melia Wendling .......................................... Acolytes 
 Mr. Jim Schroeder ........................................................................... 5:30pm Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Keith Knight .............................................................................. 8:00am Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Gayland Bourland.................................................................... 10:30am Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Gayland Bourland 217-343-4366....................... Elder on Duty for March 7 – March 11 
 Chatelain School & Baja School .......................................... Our Schools for feeding in Haiti 
 Ms. Janet Martins & Mr. Kris Lipe............................................... Stephen Ministry Leaders 
 Mrs. Julie Scott ............................................ (1-217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator 
 State, National & International Missions ............................ through our District and Synod 

 
As We Gather 

The First Sunday in Lent begins with the temptation of Jesus. Alone in the wilderness, 
Jesus faces the temptations of the devil, who tries to use God’s own Word to entrap Jesus. 
The collect reminds us that we are also walking through the wilderness of this world, 
taunted and tempted by the devil, who still uses God’s Word to entrap us. Jesus does not 
simply show us how to resist but reveals that our strength lies in the same Word of God. 
In Christ, we stand strong against the wiles of the devil and, when and if we fall, we find 
refuge in Christ to be forgiven and restored.  Welcome.  
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We Welcome The 

 
Concert Band 

 
 

In our 8:00 & 10:30am Services 
(A Door Offering is received after Services in support of the Concert Band’s ministry.   

If writing a check, make it payable to Concordia University Concert Band.  Thank you.) 
 

 
About the Band:  The Concordia University – Saint Paul Concert Band is a 35-piece ensemble 
that focuses on creative expression through the performance of quality music.  The ensemble is 
made up of music education majors and non-music majors alike who rehearse twice a week and 
perform at least 2 times a semester.  Their time together is streamlined to make it possible for 
busy students to be able to include music study and performance in their lives along with all of 
the other studies and activities in which they participate, while still maintaining the highest 
levels of musicianship.  The ensemble stresses qualities like leadership, community, fellowship 
and independent thinking in an environment that is encouraging and positive.  With those 
principals in mind, we share our love for music and love for our blessed savior in the university 
community and beyond. 
 
About the conductor:  Professor Aaron Isakson directs the concert Band and Percussion 
Ensemble at Concordia University Saint Paul.  He has music degrees from the University of 
Nebraska-Omaha, the University of Minnesota and Concordia Saint Paul.  He has been a music 
educator and performer in the Twin Cities area for many years where he also directs high school 
band, coaches percussion for Minnesota Youth Symphonies and Greater Twin Cities Youth 
Symphonies, coordinates regional music contests for the MSHSL and is regularly sought after to 
direct band and percussion clinics with high schools in the tri-state area. 
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Order:  Scripture & Song for the First Sunday in Lent 
Call to Worship 

Prelude 

Welcome 
 

#905 Come, Thou Almighty King 
 

1 Come, Thou almighty King, 
Help us Thy name to sing; 
    Help us to praise; 
Father all-glorious, 
O’er all victorious, 
Come and reign over us, 
    Ancient of Days. 

 

2 Come, Thou incarnate Word, 
Gird on Thy mighty sword; 
    Our prayer attend. 
Come and Thy people bless, 
And give Thy Word success, 
And let Thy righteousness 
    On us descend. 

3 Come, holy Comforter, 
Thy sacred witness bear 
    In this glad hour! 
Thou, who almighty art, 
Now rule in ev’ry heart, 
And ne’er from us depart, 
    Spirit of pow’r. 

 

∆  4 To Thee, great One in Three, 
Eternal praises be 
    Hence evermore! 
Thy sov’reign majesty 
May we in glory see, 
And to eternity 
    Love and adore. 

Text: English, before 1760, alt.  Text: Public domain 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution Based on Psalm 91:15–16 
P “When you call to Me, I will answer you,” says the Lord. 
C “I will be with you in trouble; I will rescue you and honor you.” 
  

P With long life the Lord will satisfy you 
C and show you His salvation. 
  

Silence for meditation and reflection 
  

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by 
my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to 
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. To the impenitent and unbelieving I declare that so long as you continue 
in impenitence, God will not forgive your sins and will visit your iniquity upon you until 
you turn from your sinful ways, come to repentance, and trust in the merits of Jesus 
Christ alone.  This is most certainly true.   

C Amen. 
  

P God is your refuge.   May the Lord, who has begun this good work in you, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen! 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray.    O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 

brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following 
our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the 
world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 26:1–11 
 1“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance 
and have taken possession of it and live in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the 
fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that the LORD your God is giving you, 
and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place that the LORD your God will 
choose, to make his name to dwell there. 3And you shall go to the priest who is in office 
at that time and say to him, ‘I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come into 
the land that the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.’ 4Then the priest shall take the 
basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the LORD your God. 
 5“And you shall make response before the LORD your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was 
my father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there 
he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6And the Egyptians treated us harshly 
and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. 7Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our 
fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 
8And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with 
great deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. 9And he brought us into this place and gave 
us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10And behold, now I bring the first of the 
fruit of the ground, which you, O LORD, have given me.’ And you shall set it down before 
the LORD your God and worship before the LORD your God. 11And you shall rejoice in all the 
good that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and 
the sojourner who is among you.” 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 91:1–13; antiphon: v. 1 
1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
 will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
2I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, 
 my God, in whom I trust.” 
3For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 

 and from the deadly pestilence. 
4He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; 
 his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
5You will not fear the terror of the night, 
 nor the arrow that flies by day, 
6nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 
 nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
7A thousand may fall at your side, 

 ten thousand at your right hand, 
 but it will not come near you. 
8You will only look with your eyes 

 and see the recompense of the wicked. 
9Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place 
 the Most High, who is my refuge 
10no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 
 no plague come near your tent. 
11For he will command his angels concerning you 
 to guard you in all your ways. 
12On their hands they will bear you up, 

 lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
13You will tread on the lion and the adder; 
 the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 
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Epistle Romans 10:8b–13 
 “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that 
we proclaim); 9because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one 
believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11For the 
Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on 
all who call on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

#570 Just as I Am, without One Plea 
 

1 Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to 
Thee, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

2 Just as I am and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse 
each spot, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

3 Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, 
relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 
Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Ell iott, 1789–1871Text: Public domain 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 4:1–13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness 2for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those 
days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the 
Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” 4And Jesus answered him, “It is 
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” 5And the devil took him up and showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 6and said to him, “To you I will give all 
this authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 
7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 
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“‘You shall worship the Lord your God, 
 and him only shall you serve.’” 

9And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, 
“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
 to guard you,’ 

11and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

12And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
13And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an 
opportune time. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Catechism Review:   The Second Article & Meaning  
 

Redemption 
I beleive in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

What does this mean? 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true 
man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, 
  

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all 
sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His 
holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, 
  

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 
  

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
  

This is most certainly true. 
 
 
 

 



8 

 

#657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God sts. 1–4 
 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
    A sword and shield victorious; 
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 
    And wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe 
Has sworn to work us woe. 
    With craft and dreadful might 
    He arms himself to fight. 
On earth he has no equal. 

 

2 No strength of ours can match his might. 
    We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight, 
    Whom God Himself elected. 
You ask who this may be? 
The Lord of hosts is He, 
    Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
    God’s only Son, adored. 
He holds the field victorious. 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
    All threat’ning to devour us, 
We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
    They cannot overpow’r us. 
Let this world’s tyrant rage; 
In battle we’ll engage. 
    His might is doomed to fail; 
    God’s judgment must prevail! 
One little word subdues him. 

 

4 God’s Word forever shall abide, 
    No thanks to foes, who fear it; 
For God Himself fights by our side 
    With weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, 
Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
    Though life be wrenched away, 
    They cannot win the day. 
The Kingdom’s ours forever! 

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; Martin Luther, 1483–1546Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001224  

 

Sermon “Through Thorny Ways” 
 Luke 4:1-13 

 

Anthem (8:00 & 10:30) “Be Still My Soul” 
 Arr:  James Swearingen 
 Concordia University Concert Band 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 
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#575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
 

1 My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
Refrain 

 

ref On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

2 When darkness veils His lovely 
face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil. 
Refrain 

3 His oath, His covenant and blood 
Support me in the raging flood; 
When ev’ry earthly prop gives 
way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. 
Refrain 

 

4 When He shall come with 
trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness 
alone, 
Redeemed to stand before His 
throne! 

 Refrain 

 

Door Offering for the Concordia Concert Band 
 

Postlude 
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Midweek Lenten Services 
12:15pm and 6:30pm 

 
March 9  

Mary, the Sister of Lazarus and Martha, John 12:1–11 

March 16 
Malchus, John 18:1–11 

March 23 
Peter, John 18:12–27 

March 30 
Barabbas, John 18:33–40 

April 6 
Pontius Pilate, John 19:1–16 

Maundy Thursday w/Holy Communion 
April 14 at 12:15pm and 6:30pm 

Judas Iscariot, John 13:21–30 

 

Good Friday 
April 15 at 12:15pm and 6:30pm 

John, the Gospel Writer, John 19:25–37 

 

The Resurrection of Our Lord w/Holy Communion 
April 17 at 6:00am, 8:00am, and 10:30am 

Mary Magdalene, John 20:1–18 
 


