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Welcome
To our friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to the stranger, we extend our
sincere greeting. If you are a visitor, please understand that you are our guest and we
want you to feel welcome and comfortable. We are happy you chose to be with us in this
service, and pray you have been blessed by our Lord today as He has blessed us by your
presence.
Those Who Serve Us
Each Member of St. John’s ...................................................................... The Body of Christ
Rev. Mike Burdick ....................................................................................................... Pastor
Rev. Gary Fortkamp .................................................................................... Visitation Pastor
Mrs. Sandy Esker ..................................................................................... Preschool Director
Ms. Jerry Starner .................................................................................................... Organist
Mrs. Erin Wendling ............................................................................................ Song Leader
St. John’s Praise Band ................................................................................... 10:30am Music
Lilli Wernsing ............................................................................................................ Acolyte
Mr. Jeff Stremming ............................................................................. 5:30pm Elder on Duty
Mr. Dave Worman .............................................................................. 8:00am Elder on Duty
Mr. Keith Knight................................................................................ 10:30am Elder on Duty
Mr. Jeff Weis 217-246-3963............................................... Elder on Duty for May 3 – May 7
Chatelain School & Baja School ........................................... Our Schools for feeding in Haiti
Ms. Janet Martins ...........................................................................Stephen Ministry Leader
Mrs. Julie Scott .............................................. (1-217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator
State, National & International Missions .............................. through our District and Synod
Please turn your cell phones off before the service begins.
Offerings and Attendance Cards can be placed in the boxes at the doors.
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Order of Worship
You will find the songs for our 10:30am Service in italics.
“Build Your Kingdom Here”

Preservice #1

Come set Your rule and reign
In our hearts again
Increase in us we pray
Unveil why we're made
Come set our hearts ablaze with hope
Like wildfire in our very souls
Holy Spirit come invade us now
We are Your church
We need Your power in us

Unleash Your kingdom's power
Reaching the near and far
No force of hell can stop
Your beauty changing hearts
You made us for much more than this
Awake the kingdom seed in us
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ
We are Your church
Christ is the hope on earth

We seek Your kingdom first
We hunger and we thirst
Refuse to waste our lives
For You're our joy and prize
To see the captives' hearts released
The hurt the sick the poor at peace
We lay down our lives for heaven's cause
We are Your church
We pray revive this earth

Build Your kingdom here
Let the darkness fear
Show Your mighty hand
Heal our streets and land
Set Your church on fire
Win this nation back
Change the atmosphere
Build Your kingdom here we pray
Build Your kingdom here
Let the darkness fear
Show Your mighty hand
Heal our streets and land
Set Your church on fire
Win this nation back
Change the atmosphere
Build Your kingdom here we pray

Build Your kingdom here
Let the darkness fear
Show Your mighty hand
Heal our streets and land
Set Your church on fire
Win this nation back
Change the atmosphere
Build Your kingdom here we pray

"Build Your Kingdom Here" written by Chris Llewellyn, Gareth Gilkeson© 2011 Thankyou MusicScripture Reference: Matthew 6:33-34CCLI Song: 6186078CCLI License: 51072

“I Will Follow”

Preservice #2

Where You go, I'll go
Where You stay, I'll stay
When you move, I'll move
I will follow...

All Your ways are good
All Your ways are sure
I will trust in You alone
Higher than my sight
High above my life
I will trust in You alone, in You alone
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Where You go, I'll go
Where You stay, I'll stay
When You move, I'll move
I will follow you
Who You love, I'll love
How You serve I'll serve
If this life I lose,
I will follow You
I will follow You

I will follow You
In You there's life everlasting
In You there's freedom for my soul
In You there joy, unending joy
and I will follow
Where You go, I'll go
Where You stay, I'll stay
When You move, I'll move
I will follow
Who you love, I'll love
How you serve I'll serve
If this life I lose, I will follow

Light unto the world
Light unto my life
I will live for You alone
You're the one I seek
Knowing I will find
All I need in You alone, in You alone

Where You go, I'll go
Where You stay, I'll stay
When You move, I'll move
I will follow You
Who You love, I'll love
How You serve I'll serve
If this life I lose,
I will follow You
I will follow You
I will follow You
I will follow You

Where You go, I'll go
Where You stay, I'll stay
When You move, I'll move
I will follow You
Who You love, I'll love
How You serve I'll serve
If this life I lose,
I will follow You

"I Will Follow" written by Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Reuben Morgan © 2010 SHOUT! Music PublishingScripture Reference: Exodu s 13:21-22, Luke 18:22 CCLI Song: 5877395CCLI License: 51072

Call to Worship
Prelude (5:30 & 8:00)
Welcome
Confession and Absolution
611

Chief of Sinners Though I Be
1 Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high,
Lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,
I am His, and He is mine.

(1-2)
2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,
Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea,
Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me—wondrous thought!
Found me when I sought Him not.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Response of Praise (5:30 & 8:00)

#611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be (3-5)

3 Only Jesus can impart
Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.

4 Chief of sinners though I be,
Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life
Safe with Him from earthly strife.

5 O my Savior, help afford
By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply
While I live and when I die.
Text: Public domain
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“Give Thanks”

Opening Song

Give thanks
With a grateful heart
Give thanks
To the holy one
Give thanks
For he's given
Jesus Christ, his son
(repeat)

And now let the weak say
I am strong
Let the poor say
I am rich
Because of what
The Lord has done
For us
(repeat)
Give thanks...

"Give Thanks" written by Henry Smith© 1978 Integrity's Hosanna! MusicScripture Reference: Psalm 107:1 CCLI Song: 20285CCLI
License: 51072

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will.
Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You
promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed
where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
First Reading
Acts 8:26–40
26
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and
went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of
the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to
worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet
Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran
to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?”
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the
Scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and
beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they
were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See,
here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the
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chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch,
and he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he
preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Choir

“Holy Thy Name” (5:30, 8:00, & 10:30)
Psalm 145:21 – My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and let all flesh
bless his holy name forever and ever.

Epistle

1 John 4:1–11
1

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh
is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is
the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world
already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is
in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the world; therefore
they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are from God.
Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us.
By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
7
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has
been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God,
because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that
God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is
love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

6

Children’s Sermon
#547 “The Lamb”
3 The Lamb, the Lamb,
As wayward sheep their shepherd kill
So still, His will
On our behalf the Law to fill.
Refrain

1 The Lamb, the Lamb,
O Father, where’s the sacrifice?
Faith sees, believes
God will provide the Lamb of price!
Refrain
ref Worthy is the Lamb whose death
makes me His own!
The Lamb is reigning on His throne!

4 He sighs, He dies,
He takes my sin and wretchedness.
He lives, forgives,
He gives me His own righteousness.
Refrain

2 The Lamb, the Lamb,
One perfect final offering.
The Lamb, the Lamb,
Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing.
Refrain

5 He rose, He rose,
My heart with thanks now overflows.
His song prolong
Till ev’ry heart to Him belong.
Refrain

Text: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001224

Psalm

Psalm 150; antiphon: v. 6
1

Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens!

2

Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his excellent greatness!

3

Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!

4

Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!

5

Praise him with sounding cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!

6

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD!
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Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

John 15:1–8

1

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of
mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word that I
have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you
are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for
apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away
like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to
be my disciples.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
691

Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing
1 Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing,
May we ripen and increase,
Fruit to life eternal growing,
Rich in love and joy and peace.

3 Rooted deep in Christ our Master,
Christ our pattern and our goal,
Teach us, as the years fly faster,
Goodness, faith, and self-control.

2 Laden branches freely bearing
Gifts the Giver loves to bless;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing,
Patience, kindness, gentleness.

4 Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending,
May we grow till harvests cease;
Till we taste, in life unending,
Heaven’s love and joy and peace.

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001224
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“Blessed Redeemer”

Sermon Song

Up Calvary’s mountain one dreadful morn
Walked Christ my Savior, weary and worn
Facing for sinners death on the cross
That He might save them from endless loss

Blessed Redeemer, precious Redeemer
Seems now I see Him on Calvary’s tree
Wounded and bleeding, for sinners pleading
Blind and unheeding, dying for me

Blessed Redeemer, precious Redeemer
Seems now I see Him on Calvary’s tree
Wounded and bleeding, for sinners pleading
Blind and unheeding, dying for me

Oh how I love Him, Savior and friend
How can my praises ever find end
Through years unnumbered on Heaven’s
shore
My songs shall praise Him forevermore

“Father, forgive them,” my Savior prayed
Even while His lifeblood flowed fast away
Praying for sinners while in such woe
No one but Jesus ever loved so

Blessed Redeemer, precious Redeemer
Seems now I see Him on Calvary’s tree
Wounded and bleeding, for sinners pleading
Blind and unheeding, dying for me

Blessed Redeemer, precious Redeemer
Seems now I see Him on Calvary’s tree
Wounded and bleeding, for sinners pleading
Blind and unheeding, dying for me, dying for
me

Blessed Redeemer, precious Redeemer
Seems now I see Him on Calvary’s tree
Wounded and bleeding, for sinners pleading
Blind and unheeding, dying for me

"Blessed Redeemer" written by Avis B. Christiansen, Harry Dixon Loes © Words: 1921. Renewed 1949 Harry Dixon LoesScripture Reference: Luke 23CCLI Song: 14954CCLI License: 51072

Sermon

“Faith Alone Saves – And Faith Is Never Alone”
John 15:1-8

Offertory (5:30 & 8:00)
LSB 192
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
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801

How Great Thou Art
1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; Refrain
ref Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain
3 But when I think that God, His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in—
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain
4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” Refrain
Text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 10001224

“My Lighthouse”

Closing Song

In my wrestling and in my doubts
In my failures You won't walk out
Your great love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea
In the silence You won't let go
In the questions Your truth will hold
Your great love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea
My Lighthouse, My Lighthouse
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You
My Lighthouse, My Lighthouse
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I will trust the promise, You will carry me
Safe to shore Safe to shore Safe to shore Safe to shore
I won't fear what tomorrow brings
With each morning I’ll rise and sing
My God’s love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea
My Lighthouse, My Lighthouse
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You
My Lighthouse, My Lighthouse
I will trust the promise, You will carry me
Safe to shore Safe to shore Safe to shore Safe to shore
Fire before us You're the brightest
You will lead us through the storms
Fire before us You're the brightest
You will lead us through the storms
Fire before us You're the brightest
You will lead us through the storms
Fire before us You're the brightest
You will lead us through the storms
My Lighthouse, My Lighthouse
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You
My Lighthouse, My Lighthouse
I will trust the promise, You will carry me
Safe to shore Safe to shore Safe to shore Safe to shore
My Lighthouse written by Rend Collective© 2013 Thankyou MusicScripture Reference: Psalm 55:8 CCLI Song: 7002032CCLI License: 51072

Postlude
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