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Lenten Vespers VI 
March 24, 2021 

 

Call to Worship 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 

P  Return to the LORD, your God,  
C for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love.     (Joel 2:13) 
 

425    When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
1 When I survey the wondrous cross 

    On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 
    And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
    Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
    I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

3 See, from His head, His hands, His feet 
    Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
    Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
    That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
    Demands my soul, my life, my all! 
Text: Public domain 
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Opening Versicles 
P O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

Joel 2:13b 

Collect of the Day 
 

Reading Amos 4:6–13 
 6“I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and 
lack of bread in all your places, yet you did not return to 
me,” declares the LORD. 
 7“I also withheld the rain from you when there were 
yet three months to the harvest; I would send rain on one 
city, and send no rain on another city; one field would have 
rain, and the field on which it did not rain would wither; 8so 
two or three cities would wander to another city to drink 
water, and would not be satisfied; yet you did not return to 
me,” declares the LORD. 
 9“I struck you with blight and mildew; your many 
gardens and your vineyards, your fig trees and your olive 
trees the locust devoured; yet you did not return to me,” 
declares the LORD. 
 10“I sent among you a pestilence after the manner of 
Egypt; I killed your young men with the sword, and carried 
away your horses, and I made the stench of your camp go 
up into your nostrils; yet you did not return to me,” 
declares the LORD. 
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 11“I overthrew some of you, as when God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and you were as a brand plucked 
out of the burning; yet you did not return to me,” declares 
the LORD. 
 12“Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; because I 
will do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel!” 
 13For behold, he who forms the mountains and 
creates the wind, and declares to man what is his thought, 
who makes the morning darkness, and treads on the 
heights of the earth— the LORD, the God of hosts, is his 
name! 

 

Reading Psalm 62 
1For God alone my soul waits in silence; 
 from him comes my salvation. 
2He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; 
 I shall not be greatly shaken. 
3How long will all of you attack a man to batter him, 
 like a leaning wall, a tottering fence? 
4They only plan to thrust him down from his high position.  
They take pleasure in falsehood. 

 They bless with their mouths, but inwardly they curse. 
5For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, 
 for my hope is from him. 
6He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; 
 I shall not be shaken. 
7On God rests my salvation and my glory; 
 my mighty rock, my refuge is God. 
8Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart 
before him; 

 God is a refuge for us. 
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9Those of low estate are but a breath; those of high estate 
are a delusion; 

 in the balances they go up; they are together lighter 
than a breath. 

10Put no trust in extortion; set no vain hopes on robbery; 
 if riches increase, set not your heart on them. 
11Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: 
 that power belongs to God, 12and that to you, O Lord, 

belongs steadfast love. 
For you will render to a man 
 according to his work. 

 

Reading Luke 22:39–46 
 39And [Jesus] came out and went, as was his custom, to 
the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. 40And 
when he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that you 
may not enter into temptation.” 41And he withdrew from 
them about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and prayed, 
42saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from 
me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” 43And 
there appeared to him an angel from heaven, 
strengthening him. 44And being in an agony he prayed more 
earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground. 45And when he rose from 
prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping 
for sorrow, 46and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? 
Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation.” 

 

Responsory (spoken)  
P Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your 

truth. 
C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
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P Unite my heart to fear Your name that I may walk in 
Your truth. 

C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 

path. 
 

Sermon “Return to the Lord … Who Does Not Quit” 
 Amos 4:6-13 
569     In Adam We Have All Been One 

 

 
 

5 Send us Thy Spirit, teach us truth; 

Thou Son, O set us free 

From fancied wisdom, self-sought 

ways, 

To make us one in Thee. 
 

(stand) 

6 Then shall our song united rise 

To Thine eternal throne, 

Where with the Father evermore 

And Spirit Thou art one. 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001224Tune: Public domain 

Kyrie  
P Lord, have mercy; 
C:  Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Prayer of the Church  
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Lord’s Prayer 
Benedicamus  

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 

 

(12:15 p.m. Service concludes with the Postlude) 
 

886 The Day Thou Gavest 
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Postlude 
 

Welcome to worship with 

ST .  JOHN ’S LUTHERAN CHURCH (M I SSOURI  SYNOD) 
901 W. Jefferson Avenue   Effingham, IL  62401 

Phone: 217/342-4334    Fax:217/342-6599       office@stjohnsLCMS.net    
Our Preschool:  Eaglesnestpreschool.com   Preschool E-mail 

eaglesnesteffingham@gmail.com 
 Services:  4:00 & 5:30 pm Saturday    8:00 & 10:30am Sunday  

Christian Education Sun. 9:15 am Sundays 
 “ A  F e l l o w s h i p  o f  H o p e ,  T e a c h i n g ,  S e r v i n g ,  a n d  P r o c l a i m i n g ”  
Mike Burdick, Sr. Pastor   Gary Fortkamp, Visitation Pastor   Sandy Esker, Preschool Director 

 

Organists:  Linda White & Jamie Lotz 
Elders:  Jeff Stremming & Keith Knight 

 
Maundy Thursday w/Holy Communion 

Thursday, April 1 
12:15pm & 6:30pm 

 
Good Friday 

Friday, April 2 
12:15pm & 6:30pm 

 
 

Easter Services w/Holy Communion 
Sunday, April 4 

6:00am 
8:00am 

10:30am 
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