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Lenten Vespers V 
March 17, 2021 

 

Call to Worship 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 

P  Return to the LORD, your God,  
C for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love. 
 

419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee 
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Opening Versicles 
P O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

Joel 2:13b 

Collect of the Day 
 

Reading Malachi 3:1–12 
 1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the 
way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of 
hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who 
can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them 
like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in 
righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 
 5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a 
swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, 
against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress 
the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the 
fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, 
and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 
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 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of 
Jacob, are not consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you 
have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. 
Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. 
But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 8Will man rob God? Yet 
you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ 
In your tithes and contributions. 9You are cursed with a curse, 
for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10Bring the 
full tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, 
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down 
for you a blessing until there is no more need. 11I will rebuke 
the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of 
your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says 
the LORD of hosts. 12Then all nations will call you blessed, for 
you will be a land of delight, says the LORD of hosts. 

 

Reading Psalm 31:1–5 
1In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
 in your righteousness deliver me! 
 

2Incline your ear to me; 
 rescue me speedily! 
 

Be a rock of refuge for me, 
 a strong fortress to save me! 
 

3For you are my rock and my fortress; 
 and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me; 
 

4you take me out of the net they have hidden for me, 
 for you are my refuge. 
 

5Into your hand I commit my spirit; 
 you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 
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Reading Mark 14:66–72 
 66And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the 
servant girls of the high priest came, 67and seeing Peter 
warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also 
were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68But he denied it, saying, 
“I neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he 
went out into the gateway and the rooster crowed. 69And 
the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the 
bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70But again he 
denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said 
to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a 
Galilean.” 71But he began to invoke a curse on himself and 
to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” 
72And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And 
Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the 
rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he 
broke down and wept. 
 

Responsory (spoken)  
P Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your 

truth. 
C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 

P Unite my heart to fear Your name that I may walk in 
Your truth. 

C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 

Sermon “Return to the Lord … Who Never Changes”  
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590     Baptized into Your Name Most Holy 
1 Baptized into Your name most holy, 

    O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
I claim a place, though weak and lowly, 
    Among Your saints, Your chosen host. 
Buried with Christ and dead to sin, 
Your Spirit now shall live within. 

 

2 My loving Father, here You take me 
    To be henceforth Your child and heir. 
My faithful Savior, here You make me 
    The fruit of all Your sorrows share. 
O Holy Spirit, comfort me 
When threat’ning clouds around I see. 

 

3 My faithful God, You fail me never; 
    Your promise surely will endure. 
O cast me not away forever 
    If words and deeds become impure. 
Have mercy when I come defiled; 
Forgive, lift up, restore Your child. 

 

4 All that I am and love most dearly— 
    Receive it all, O Lord, from me. 
Let me confess my faith sincerely; 
    Help me Your faithful child to be! 
Let nothing that I am or own 
Serve any will but Yours alone.      Text: Public domain 

Kyrie  
P Lord, have mercy; 
C:  Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
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Prayer of the Church  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benedicamus  
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 

 

-- the 12:15pm Service concludes with the Postlude -- 
 

877     God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven 
1 God, who made the earth and heaven, 

    Darkness and light: 
You the day for work have given, 
    For rest the night. 
May Your angel guards defend us, 
Slumber sweet Your mercy send us, 
Holy dreams and hopes attend us 
    All through the night. 

 

2 And when morn again shall call us 
    To run life’s way, 
May we still, whate’er befall us, 
    Your will obey. 
From the pow’r of evil hide us, 
In the narrow pathway guide us, 
Never be Your smile denied us 
    All through the day. 
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3 Guard us waking, guard us sleeping, 
    And when we die, 
May we in Your mighty keeping 
    All peaceful lie. 
When the last dread call shall wake us, 
Then, O Lord, do not forsake us, 
But to reign in glory take us 
    With You on high. 

 
 4 Holy Father, throned in heaven, 

    All-holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, freely given, 
    Blest Three in One: 
Grant us grace, we now implore You, 
Till we lay our crowns before You 
And in worthier strains adore You 
    While ages run. Text: Public domain 

Postlude 
 

Welcome to worship with 

ST .  JOHN ’S LUTHERAN CHURCH (M I SSOURI  SYNOD) 
901 W. Jefferson Avenue   Effingham, IL  62401 

Phone: 217/342-4334    Fax:217/342-6599       office@stjohnsLCMS.net    
Our Preschool:  Eaglesnestpreschool.com   Preschool E-mail 

eaglesnesteffingham@gmail.com 
 Services:  4:00 & 5:30 pm Saturday    8:00 & 10:30am Sunday  

Christian Education Sun. 9:15 am Sundays 
 “ A  F e l l o w s h i p  o f  H o p e ,  T e a c h i n g ,  S e r v i n g ,  a n d  P r o c l a i m i n g ”  
Mike Burdick, Sr. Pastor   Gary Fortkamp, Visitation Pastor   Sandy Esker, Preschool Director 

 

Organists:  Linda White & Jamie Lotz 
Elders:  Todd Zeigler & Keith Knight 

Acknowledgments 
Vespers from Lutheran Service BookUnless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.  

mailto:office@stjohnsLCMS.net
mailto:eaglesnesteffingham@gmail.com

