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Lenten Vespers IV 
March 10, 2021 

 

Call to Worship 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 

431      Not All the Blood of Beasts 
1 Not all the blood of beasts 

    On Jewish altars slain 
Could give the guilty conscience peace 
    Or wash away the stain. 

 

2 But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb, 
    Takes all our sins away; 
A sacrifice of nobler name 
    And richer blood than they. 

 

3 My faith would lay its hand 
    On that dear head of Thine, 
While as a penitent I stand, 
    And there confess my sin. 
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4 My soul looks back to see 
    The burden Thou didst bear 
When hanging on the cursèd tree; 
    I know my guilt was there. 

 
5 Believing, we rejoice 

    To see the curse remove; 
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice 
    And sing His bleeding love. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Opening Versicles 

P O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
  
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be forever. Amen. 

Joel 2:13b 

P Return to the LORD, your God,  
C for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love. 
 

(silence for reflection) 
 
Collect of the Day 
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Reading Hosea 6:1–6 
 1“Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that 
he may heal us; he has struck us down, and he will bind us 
up.  2After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will 
raise us up, that we may live before him.  3Let us know; let us 
press on to know the LORD; his going out is sure as the dawn; 
he will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that 
water the earth.”  4What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?  
What shall I do with you, O Judah?  Your love is like a morning 
cloud, like the dew that goes early away.  5Therefore I have 
hewn them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words 
of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light.  6For 
I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of 
God rather than burnt offerings. 
 

Psalm Psalm 1 
1Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
 

2but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. 
 

3He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit 
in its season, and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. 
 

4The wicked are not so, 
but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
 

5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
 

6for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. 
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Reading 1 John 4:1–10 
 1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to 
see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have 
gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: 
every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus 
is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you 
heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4Little 
children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he 
who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are 
from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the 
world listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God 
listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By 
this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone 
who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through 
him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
 

Responsory (spoken)  
P Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth. 
C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 

P Unite my heart to fear Your name that I may walk in Your 
truth. 

C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
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Sermon “Return to the Lord Who Raises You Up” 
 

430      My Song Is Love Unknown sts. 1–4, 7 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001224 Text: Public domain 

 

Kyrie  
P Lord, have mercy; 
C:  Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Prayer of the Church  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
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Benedicamus  
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 

C Amen. 
 

12:15 Service concludes with the Postlude 
 

878     Abide with Me 
1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 
2 I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 

 
3 Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 

But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings; 
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea. 
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me. 

 
4 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 
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5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 
6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Postlude 

_______________________________________ 
Welcome to worship with 

ST .  JOHN ’S LUTHERAN CHURCH (M I SSOURI  SYNOD) 
901 W. Jefferson Avenue   Effingham, IL  62401 

Phone: 217/342-4334    Fax:217/342-6599       office@stjohnsLCMS.net    
Our Preschool:  Eaglesnestpreschool.com   Preschool E-mail 

eaglesnesteffingham@gmail.com 
 Services:  4:00 & 5:30 pm Saturday    8:00 & 10:30am Sunday  

Christian Education Sun. 9:15 am Sundays 
 “ A  F e l l o w s h i p  o f  H o p e ,  T e a c h i n g ,  S e r v i n g ,  a n d  P r o c l a i m i n g ”  
Mike Burdick, Sr. Pastor   Gary Fortkamp, Visitation Pastor   Sandy Esker, Preschool Director 

 

Organists:  Linda White & Jamie Lotz 

Elders:  Jeff Weis & Howard Janis 
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