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____________________________________________________________ 
Welcome to worship with 

ST.  JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH (MISSOURI SYNOD)    
901 W. Jefferson Avenue   Effingham, IL  62401 

Phone: 217/342-4334    Fax:217/342-6599       office@stjohnsLCMS.net    
Our Preschool:  Eaglesnestpreschool.com   Preschool E-mail eaglesnesteffingham@gmail.com 

 Services:  4:00 & 5:30 pm Saturday    8:00 & 10:30am Sunday  
Christian Education Sun. 9:15 am Sundays 

 “ A  F e l l o w s h i p  o f  H o p e ,  T e a c h i n g ,  S e r v i n g ,  a n d  P r o c l a i m i n g ”  
Mike Burdick, Sr. Pastor   Gary Fortkamp, Visitation Pastor   Sandy Esker, Preschool Director 

 

 

THE  NA T IV I T Y  O F  OU R  LO R D  

Christmas Day + December 25, 2020  9:00am 

 

Call to Worship Bells 

Prelude 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2–4 
 
1 O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels: Refrain 
 

ref O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
    Christ the Lord! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 Highest, most holy, 

Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
In the highest: Refrain 
 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

Text: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 
to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 
P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C the light no darkness can overcome. 
 

P Let Your light scatter the darkness 
C and illumine Your Church. 

 

     All joyfully sing: 
We light the Christmas candle 
And sing with peace and joy. 
Our hope is now begotten 
In Christ, the infant boy. 
God’s love with us is dwelling, 
All darkness now dispelling. 
We celebrate with light, 
For God makes all things right! 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P Let us pray.    Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the 
flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

370   What Child Is This 
 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
    While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

 
2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
    The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

3  So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby; 
    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
    The babe, the son of Mary!
Text: Public domain 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes 
salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”  8The voice of your watchmen—
they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the 
return of the LORD to Zion.  9Break forth together into singing, you waste places of 
Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem.  
10The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the 
ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Musical Offering:    “O Sing to the Lord!” / Psalm 98   
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Epistle Hebrews 1:1–12 
 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 
things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his 
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 
 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 
 today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 
 and he shall be to me a son”? 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
7Of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels winds, 
 and his ministers a flame of fire.” 

8But of the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
 the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
 with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

10And, 

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, 
 and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
11they will perish, but you remain; 
 they will all wear out like a garment, 
12like a robe you will roll them up, 
 like a garment they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 
 and your years will have no end.” 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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384    Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Holy Gospel John 1:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
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393   Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
1 Infant holy, 

    Infant lowly, 
For His bed a cattle stall; 
    Oxen lowing, 
    Little knowing 
Christ the child is Lord of all. 
    Swiftly winging, 
    Angels singing, 
    Bells are ringing, 
    Tidings bringing: 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 

2 Flocks were sleeping, 
    Shepherds keeping 
Vigil till the morning new 
    Saw the glory, 
    Heard the story, 
Tidings of a Gospel true. 
    Thus rejoicing, 
    Free from sorrow, 
    Praises voicing, 
    Greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! 
Christ the child was born for you! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon  

 
Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

 
 

Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation 
of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love 
those things which are not seen. We rejoice this happy morning, and like the saints 
and angels in heaven, we praise Your name with Christmas joy:   
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391    Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  
 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen! 

Distribution 
374     Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 
1 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 
There He lay, the Undefiled, 
    To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 
    Can He be the Savior? 
Ask the saved of all the race 
    Who have found His favor. 
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2 Angels sang about His birth, 
    Wise Men sought and found Him; 
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 
    Glory all around Him. 
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 
    Heard the angels singing; 
All the plains were lit that night, 
    All the hills were ringing. 
 

3 Gentle Mary laid her child 
    Lowly in a manger; 
He is still the Undefiled 
    But no more a stranger. 
Son of God of humble birth, 
    Beautiful the story; 
Praise His name in all the earth; 
    Hail the King of glory! 
Text: Public domain 

363     Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3 
1 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3  Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Communion Blessing 
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endures forever! 
 

P Let us pray.   We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
 

P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



11 

 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 
 

 
 

387     Joy to the World 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
    Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 
    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

Text: Public domain 

Postlude 
Go in peace.   

Join us again for worship: 
8:00am & 10:30am Sunday, December 27 

6:30pm New Year’s Eve 
9:00am New Year’s Day 

 

Those Serving in Worship: 
 

Pastors:  Rev. Mike Burdick, Sr. Pastor; Rev. Gary Fortkamp, Visitation Pastor 
Organists:  Jerry Starner 
Vocalists:  Ammon Probst 
Elder:  Jim Schroeder 
 

And thank you to all of the ushers, audio-visual technicians, communion assistants, altar guild 
servants and others who have helped coordinate our Christmas Services.  Thanks be to God! 
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