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Welcome 
 To our friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to the stranger, we extend our sincere 
greeting.  If you are a visitor, please understand that you are our guest and we want you to feel welcome 
and comfortable.  We are happy you chose to be with us in this service, and pray you have been blessed 
by our Lord today as He has blessed us by your presence. 

 

Those Who Serve Us 

 Each Member of St. John’s ................................................................................... A Minister 
 Rev. Mike Burdick ....................................................................................................... Pastor 
 Rev. Gary Fortkamp .................................................................................... Visitation Pastor 
 Mrs. Sandy Esker ..................................................................................... Preschool Director 
 Ms. Dana Keller ......................................................................................................  Organist 
 Holly Adams ....................................................................................................... Song Leader 
 St. John’s Praise Band ...................................................................................10:30AM Music 
 Mr. Jim Schroeder ............................................................................. 4:00 PM Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Howard Janis ................................................................................ 5:30PM Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Jeff Stremming ................................................................................. 8AM Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Jeff Weis ................................................................................... 10:30AM Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Jim Schroeder 217-821-1426 ................................ Elder on Duty for Jan 4 – Jan 8, 2021 
 Chatelain School & Baja School ........................................... Our Schools for feeding in Haiti 
 Mrs. Julie Scott ................................................. (217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator 
 State, National & International Missions .............................. through our District and Synod 
 

 

  CHRIST is important to us             YOU are important to us 
  in our worship     in our worship 
                        in our study     in our study 
                            in our fellowship    in our fellowship 
                            in our lives.     in our lives. 
 

Please turn your cell phones off before the service begins. 
Offerings and Attendance Cards can be placed in the boxes at the doors. 

 

Growing in Wisdom 
As We Gather 
A blessed new year!   “Let our gladness have no end, alleluia!” (LSB 381:1). “Let our gladness 
banish sadness All throughout creation!” (LSB 371:1). These two songs of the Christmas season 
remind us that we are in glad times as we celebrate the birth of our Lord. This year, because of 
the way the days of the week fall immediately after Christmas Day, we are blessed by having 
not one but two Sundays after Christmas! Through the Holy Gospel today, we hear about our 
Lord Jesus when He was a young man—one who increased in wisdom and stature. Jesus was 
glad to be in God’s house when He was in Jerusalem. Our gladness in these special days is 
heightened by our being here for worship as we grow in wisdom and in stature by God’s endless 
grace! 
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“O Come All Ye Faithful” Preservice #1 
 

O Come, all ye faithful,  
Joyful and triumphant! 
Come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels: 
O Come, let us adore Him,  
O Come, let us adore Him, 
O Come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God  
All Glory In the highest: 
O Come, let us adore Him,  
O Come, let us adore Him, 
O Come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

Every nation will bow down before You 
Every tongue will confess You are God! 
We worship and adore You 
We worship and adore 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given! 
Word of the Father,  
Now in flesh appearing! 
O Come, let us adore Him,  
O Come, let us adore Him, 
O Come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 
O Come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 
"O Come All Ye Faithful" written by C. Frederick Oakeley, John Francis WadePublic 
DomainScripture Reference: Luke 2:8-16CCLI Song: 31054CCLI License: 51072 
 
 

 

“Noel” Preservice #2 
 

Love incarnate, Love divine 
Star and Angels gave the sign 
Bow to babe on bended knee 
The Savior of humanity 
Unto us a child is born 
He shall reign forevermore 
 

Noel, Noel 
Come and see what God has done 
Noel, Noel 
The story of amazing love 
The light of the world 
Given for us 
Noel 
 

Son of God and Son of Man 
There before the world began 
Born to suffer, born to save 
Born to raise us from the grave 
Christ the everlasting Lord 
He shall reign forevermore 

Noel, Noel 
Come and see what God has done 
Noel, Noel 
The story of amazing love 
The light of the world 
Given for us 
Noel 
 

Noel, Noel 
Come and see what God has done 
Noel, Noel 
The story of amazing love 
The light of the world 
Given for us 
Noel 
"Noel" written by Ed Cash, Chris Tomlin and Matt Redman© 2015 sixsteps 
Songs/Worship TogetherScripture Reference: Psalm 66:5; John 8:12 CCLI Song: 
7050419CCLI License: 51072 
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Bells / Call To Worship 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences Hebrews 8:10–12; Psalm 122:1 
P “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 

declares the Lord: 
C I will put My laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their 

God, and they shall be My people. 
  
P And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, 

‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest. 
C For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” 
  
P I was glad when they said to me, 
C “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious and heavenly Father. 
C Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We have transgressed 

Your Law in many ways, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not always been wise in our thinking and our speaking and our actions. 
Our motives and thoughts have not always been pure. We deserve Your punishment 
now and for eternity. O God, in Your mercy forgive our sin and restore us to a full 
and joyful relationship with You, through the merits of Jesus, our Lord. Direct all 
that we do by Your Holy Spirit that in the year now beginning we joyfully follow Your 
will and gladly obey Your Commandments as Your redeemed people. 

  
P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of 
peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be 
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He 
will surely do it. Be at peace. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
    God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the_angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 

 

ref Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
    Late in time behold Him come, 
    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the_incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

 

 

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
    Light and life to all He brings, 
    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. Refrain   Text: Public domain 

 

“Christmas Amazing Grace” Opening Song 
 

This Holy Child is born to us 
For all the world to see 
Peace on the earth, good will to men 
To God all glory be. 
 

This couple traveled from afar 
Arrived in Bethlehem. 
And in the inn they sought to stay 
There was no room for them 
 
 
 

They found a stable filled with hay 
A manager for a bed. 
God's Son was born this winter night 
Just as the Angels said 
 

Jesus grew into a man 
He died for you and me 
But in three days He rose again 
With us He'll ever be 
With us He'll ever be 
"Christmas Amazing Grace" written by John Newton, lyrics by Caleb and 
Kelsey Grimm@2019 Wade MusicPublic DomainScripture Reference: 
LukeCCLI License: 50792 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray.    Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your 

incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4–15 
 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon 
used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6And Solomon 
said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because 
he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward 
you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to 
sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in 
place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or 
come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great 
people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your servant therefore 
an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, 
for who is able to govern this your great people?” 
 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I 
now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that 
none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I give you also 
what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with 
you, all your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 
commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 
 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and 
stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and 
peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 119:97–104 
 

L Oh how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 
C Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me. 
  

L I have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my 
meditation. 

C I understand more than the aged, for I keep Your precepts. 
  

L I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep Your word. 
C I do not turn aside from Your just decrees, for You have taught me. 
  

L How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  
C Through Your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he 
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 
6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 
of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who 
were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when 
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed 
with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Verse LSB 205 
P These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
C And that believing you may have life in His name.  Alleluia.   
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:40–52 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 
upon him. 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 
42And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the 
feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His 
parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, 
but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when 
they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And 
when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have 
you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 
49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in 
my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51And 
he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother 
treasured up all these things in her heart. 
 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

410    Within the Father’s House 
 

 
 

 
 

5 Lord, visit Thou our souls 
    And teach us by Thy grace 
Each dim revealing of Thyself 

                             With loving awe to trace   Text and tune: Public domain 
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“Midnight Clear (Love Song)” Sermon Song 
 

It came upon the midnight clear 
That glorious song of old 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold 
 

Peace on the earth good will to men 
From heaven's all gracious King 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come 
With peaceful wings unfurled 
And still their heavenly music floats 
Through all the weary world 
 

And man at war with man hears not 
The love song which they bring 
O hush the noise and cease the strife 
And hear the angels sing 

Glory to God in the highest 
Glory to God evermore 
Good news great joy for all 
Melody breaks through the silence 
Christ the Savior is born 
Jesus the love song of God 
 

Glory to God in the highest 
Glory to God evermore 
Good news great joy for all 
Melody breaks through the silence 
Christ the Savior is born 
Jesus the love song of God 
Jesus the love song of God 
 

It came upon the midnight clear 
That glorious song of old 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold 

"Midnight Clear (Love Song) written by Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash & Jonas Myrin© 2015 Capitol CMG ParagonScripture Reference: Luke 2:14; John 3:16CCLI Song: 7050418CCLI Song: 51072 

 

Sermon “In the Father’s House”     Luke 2:40-52 
 

Installation of 2021 Congregational Servant-Leaders 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, Holy Scripture admonishes us that “all things should be done decently 
and in order.” 
To that end, the constitution and bylaws of this congregation establish various offices to 
which men and women are elected and appointed to serve. In so doing, the Church follows 
the example of the Early Christian Church as described in Acts, chapter six:  The twelve 
summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up 
preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you 
seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this 
duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
  

The apostle Peter writes in his first epistle:   As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles 
of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that 
in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The pastor addresses the officers-elect: 
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P You have been chosen to fill specific offices and positions of responsibility at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church.  You are to work with the pastor(s), that our life together in Christ may be 
orderly and pleasing in His sight. 

  

You are to see that the services of God’s house are held at the proper times, that the Word 
of God is purely preached and taught according to the Lutheran Confessions, that the 
Sacraments of Christ are administered according to His institution, that provision is made for 
the Christian instruction of young and old, that the erring are admonished, and that discipline 
is maintained. 

  

You are to see that the temporal affairs of the congregation are properly administered and 
that proper support is provided for the workers of this congregation. You are to assist in 
caring for the poor and the sick, in cultivating harmony among the members, in promoting 
the general welfare of the congregation, and in furthering the kingdom of Christ here and 
throughout the world. 

  

While holiness of life and obedience to Christ are expected of all members of the 
congregation, it is especially important that you, as office-bearers in His Church, show 
yourselves, by word and example, to be faithful to Him in service and Christian devotion. 

  

In the presence of God and of this congregation, I therefore ask you: Do you accept the 
office(s) entrusted to you, and do you promise faithfully to carry out your duties, trusting in 
the Lord and conforming yourself to His Word in accordance with the faith of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church? If so, then answer: I do. 

 

R I do. 
 

The pastor addresses the congregation: 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, you have heard the promises of faithfulness spoken by these men and 
women whom you have selected to serve as leaders of St. John’s Lutheran Church.   Do you 
promise to support them in their work, to remember them in your prayers, and to work with 
them to the best of the abilities that God has given you, so that He may be glorified and His 
work be done in our midst? If so, then answer: We do. 

C We do. 
 

P Brothers and sisters in Christ, I install you as officers of St. John’s, in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P The almighty and most merciful God enlighten and strengthen you in your offices that you 
may be good and faithful stewards to the glory of His name and the good of His people. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray.    Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks that You have raised up these 
servants for work among Your people. We humbly implore You to grant them, by Your Holy 
Spirit, those gifts needed for the faithful carrying out of their tasks, most especially wisdom, 
strength, and willing hearts. Let Your blessing rest on this congregation. Strengthen the faith, 
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quicken the love, and enkindle the zeal of its members, that Your name may be glorified and 
that here and in all places under heaven the kingdom of Your Son may be advanced. We 
remember with thanksgiving those who have faithfully served Your people and have now 
completed their time of service. We pray that in the end of days we, with all Your faithful 
people, may hear the voice of Christ saying: “Come, you who are blessed by My Father; 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world”; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Go in the name of the Lord. Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. The almighty and most merciful God, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

828    We Are Called to Stand Together 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001224Text: © 2000 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001224 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Benediction 
P The blessing of almighty God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—be with you 

now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

921    On What Has Now Been Sown 
1 On what has now been sown 

    Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 
The pow’r is Thine alone 
    To make it sprout and grow. 
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, 
And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 
 

2 To Thee our wants are known, 
    From Thee are all our pow’rs; 
Accept what is Thine own 
    And pardon what is ours. 
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 
And to Thy Word a blessing give. 

3 O grant that each of us, 
    Now met before Thee here, 
May meet together thus 
    When Thou and Thine appear 
And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. 
E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come!  Text: Public domain 

 

“Angels We Have Heard On High” Closing Song 
 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing over the plains 
And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria In excelsis deo 
Gloria In excelsis deo 
 

Shepherds, why this Jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria In excelsis deo 
Gloria In excelsis deo 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, 
the newborn King 
Gloria In excelsis deo 
Gloria In excelsis deo 
"Angels We Have Heard On High" written by Edward Shippen Barnes, James 
ChadwickPublic DomainCCLI Song: 27721CCLI License: 51072 
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