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Welcome 
 To our friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to the stranger, we extend our sincere 
greeting.  If you are a visitor, please understand that you are our guest and we want you to feel 
welcome and comfortable.  We are happy you chose to be with us in this service, and pray you have 
been blessed by our Lord today as He has blessed us by your presence. 

 

Those Who Serve Us 

 Each Member of St. John’s ................................................................................... A Minister 
 Rev. Mike Burdick ....................................................................................................... Pastor 
 Rev. Gary Fortkamp .................................................................................... Visitation Pastor 
 Mrs. Sandy Esker ..................................................................................... Preschool Director 
 Mr. Jamie Lotz ........................................................................................................  Organist 
 Mrs. Andrea Wendling ....................................................................................... Song Leader 
 St. John’s Praise Band .................................................................................. 10:30AM Music 
 Charlie Jansen & Hayden Wendling ......................................................................... Acolytes 
 Mr. Todd Zeigler ................................................................................ 4:00 PM Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Jeff Weis ...................................................................................... 5:30PM Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Chris Niebrugge ................................................................................ 8AM Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Jake Wendling ........................................................................... 10:30AM Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Jake Wendling 217-246-8667 ........................ Elder on Duty for Nov. 16 – Nov. 20, 2020 
 Chatelain School & Baja School ........................................... Our Schools for feeding in Haiti 
 Mrs. Julie Scott ................................................. (217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator 
 State, National & International Missions .............................. through our District and Synod 
 

 
  CHRIST is important to us             YOU are important to us 
  in our worship     in our worship 
                        in our study     in our study 
                            in our fellowship    in our fellowship 
                            in our lives.     in our lives. 
 

Please turn your cell phones off before the service begins. 
 

Offerings and Attendance Cards can be placed in the boxes at the doors. 
 

You will find the songs for our 10:30am Service in italics 
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Today we pray for our 

 
 

Enter into the Joy of Your Master 
As We Gather 
We read today about three servants. Two were good and faithful. One was evil and 
faithless. Two enter into the joy of their master. One does not. Our Lord has entrusted 
us with many good and gracious gifts and sends us into the world to make disciples and 
multiply the gifts we have received. Yet, it is not our own work that leads us into the joy 
of our Master; rather, it is our Master’s work on our behalf. Jesus’ saving work of death 
and resurrection brings us into the joy of our God. 
 

“You Never Let Go” Preservice #1 
 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 
Your perfect love is casting out fear 
And even when I'm caught in the middle of the storms of this life 
I won't turn back 
I know you are near 
 

And I will fear no evil 
For my God is with me 
And if my God is with me 
Whom then shall I fear? 
Whom then shall I fear? 
 

Oh no, You never let go 
Through the calm and through the storm 
Oh no, You never let go 
In every high and every low 
Oh no, You never let go 
Lord, You never let go of me 
 

And I can see a light that is coming for the heart that holds on 
A glorious light beyond all compare 
And there will be an end to these troubles 
But until that day comes 
We'll live to know You here on the earth 
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And I will fear no evil 
For my God is with me 
And if my God is with me 
Whom then shall I fear? 
Whom then shall I fear? 
 

Oh no, You never let go 
Through the calm and through the storm 
Oh no, You never let go 
In every high and every low 
Oh no, You never let go 
Lord, You never let go of me 
You Keep On Loving and You never let go 
 

Yes, I can see a light that is coming for the heart that holds on 
And there will be an end to these troubles 
But until that day comes 
Still I will praise You, still I will praise You 
 

Oh no, You never let go 
Through the calm and through the storm 
Oh no, You never let go 
In every high and every low 
Oh no, You never let go 
Lord, You never let go of me 
 

Oh no, You never let go 
Through the calm and through the storm 
Oh no, You never let go 
In every high and every low 
Oh no, You never let go 
Lord, You never let go of me 
Lord, You never let go of me 
"You Never Let Go" written by Beth Redman, Matt Redman2005 Thankyou MusicScripture Reference: Psalm 23; Hebrews 13:5-6CCLI Song: 4674166CCLI License: 51072 

 
“The Heart Of Worship” Preservice #2 
 
When the music fades  
and all has slipped away  
and I simply come. 
Longing just to be  
something thats of worth 
that will bless Your heart. 



4 

 

I'll bring You more than a song, 
for a song in itself 
is not what You have required. 
You search much deeper within, 
through the way things appear, 
Your looking into my heart. 
 

I'm coming back to the heart of worship 
and its all about You, its all about You, Jesus. 
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it 
when its all about You, its all about You, Jesus. 
 

King of endless worth, 
no one could express 
how much you deserve. 
Though I'm weak and poor, 
all I have is Yours,  
every single breath! 
 

I'll bring You more than a song, 
for a song in itself 
is not what You have required. 
You search much deeper within, 
through the way things appear, 
Your looking into my heart. 
 

I'm coming back to the heart of worship 
and its all about You, its all about You, Jesus. 
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it 
when its all about You, its all about You, Jesus. 
"The Heart Of Worship" written by Matt Redman1999 Thankyou MusicScripture Reference: Luke 18:9-14CCLI Song Number: 2296522CCLI License # 51072 

 

Bells / Prelude / Welcome 
 

508     The Day Is Surely Drawing Near     (vv. 1-4) 
 

1 The day is surely drawing near 
    When Jesus, God’s anointed, 
In all His power shall appear 
    As judge whom God appointed. 
Then fright shall banish idle mirth, 
And flames on flames shall ravage earth 
    As Scripture long has warned us. 
 

2 The final trumpet then shall sound 
    And all the earth be shaken, 
And all who rest beneath the ground 
    Shall from their sleep awaken. 
But all who live will in that hour, 
By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r, 
    Be changed at His commanding. 
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3 The books are opened then to all, 
    A record truly telling 
What each has done, both great and 
small, 
    When he on earth was dwelling, 
And ev’ry heart be clearly seen, 
And all be known as they have been 
    In thoughts and words and actions. 
 

4 Then woe to those who scorned the Lord 
    And sought but carnal pleasures, 
Who here despised His precious Word 
    And loved their earthly treasures! 
With shame and trembling they will stand 
And at the judge’s stern command 
    To Satan be delivered. 

“Song of Blessing” Opening Song 
 

Come dear Lord, be our guest, as we gather together. 
May our hearts glow with love, keep us close to you ever. 
Friendship and joy, may they bloom and grow, bloom and grow forever, 
Bless our homes, bless our friends, Bless our common endeavors. 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, Bless and Keep You Forever. 
Grant you peace, perfect peace, courage in every endeavor. 
Lift your eyes and see His face, and His grace forever. 
May the Lord, Mighty God, Bless and Keep you forever! 
Public DomainScripture Reference: Numbers 6:24-26CCLI License: 51072 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences 
P Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
C You have been our good and faithful Master. 
  

P You have poured out blessings upon us. 
C You have given us all we need to support this body and life. 
  

P We meditate on all that You have done. 
C We ponder the work of Your hands. 
  

P On account of Your name, O Lord, preserve our lives. 
C In Your righteousness, bring us out of trouble. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P Indeed, our heavenly Father has done wonderful things for us. He has given us more 

than we could ever ask or imagine. Yet, we have been ungrateful for His gifts, lazy 
and selfish with what He has given us, and we have ignored the reality that He is 
returning in judgment.  Let us prepare to confess our sin.   
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Silence for reflection. 
  

P Heavenly Father, 
C we confess that we have not been faithful with all of the good gifts You have given 

us. We have sinned in our thoughts, words, and actions. We have failed by our 
inactivity. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, O Lord, that we might be restored as 
Your servants. 

  

P God hears your confession and has promised to be with you always. Almighty God in 
His mercy has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. We are forgiven. We are restored in Jesus. 
  

Response of Praise:   Hymn 508 vv. 5-7 
 

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 
    And for my sin was smitten; 
Within the Book of Life I know 
    My name has now been written. 
I will not doubt, for I am free, 
And Satan cannot threaten me; 
    There is no condemnation! 

 

6 May Christ our intercessor be 
    And through His blood and merit 
Read from His book that we are free 
    With all who life inherit. 
Then we shall see Him face to face, 
With all His saints in that blest place 
    Which He has purchased for us. 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 
     But hasten our salvation; 
 We often tremble on our way 
     In fear and tribulation. 
 O hear and grant our fervent plea: 
 Come, mighty judge, and set us free 
     From death and ev’ry evil. 

Text: Public domain 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray.     Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and 
precious promises to those who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness 
and grant us to live in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be 
found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 1:7–16 
7Be silent before the Lord GOD!  For the day of the LORD is near; the LORD has prepared a 
sacrifice and consecrated his guests.  8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice—“I will punish 
the officials and the king’s sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire.  9On that day 
I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, and those who fill their master’s 
house with violence and fraud.  10“On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard 
from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills.  11Wail, O 
inhabitants of the Mortar!  For all the traders are no more; all who weigh out silver are cut 
off.  12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men who are 
complacent, those who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.’  
13Their goods shall be plundered,  and their houses laid waste.  Though they build 
houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine 
from them.”  14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the 
day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there.  15A day of wrath is that day, a 
day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a 
day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the 
fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  

Children’s Sermon  
 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything 
written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will 
not escape. 4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For 
you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6So 
then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, 
sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let 
us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 
salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 
11Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
809     Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 
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ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain  Text: Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, 
to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had received the five talents 
went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17So also he who had the 
two talents made two talents more. 18But he who had received the one talent went and dug in 
the ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now after a long time the master of those servants 
came and settled accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I 
have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. 
You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 
22And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two 
talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy 
of your master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I 
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you 
scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground.  Here you 
have what is yours.’ 26But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You 
knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you 
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received 
what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the 
ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But 
from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless 
servant into the outer darkness.  In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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338     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
    Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
    Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 

2 Born Thy people to deliver; 
    Born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, 
    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
    Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit 
    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

         Text: Public domain 

“Still” Sermon Song 
 

I believe that You are God alone 
But sometimes I still try to take control 
Cause I get scared when I can't see the end 
And all You want from me is to let go 
 

You're parting waters making a way for me 
You're moving mountains that I don't even see 
You've answered my prayer before I even speak 
All You need for me to be is still 
 

I bring my praise before I bring my need 
Cause there's no fear You've not already seen 
I rest my heart on all Your promises 
Cause I have seen and know Your faithfulness 
 

You're parting waters making a way for me 
You're moving mountains that I don't even see 
You've answered my prayer before I even speak 
All You need for me to be is   still 
 

And know that You are God  Be still 
And know that You, trust that You are parting waters 
Lord, You whispered my name 
Oh, You answered my prayer 
You're moving mountains 
 

You're parting waters making a way for me 
You're moving mountains that I don't even see 
You've answered my prayer before I even speak 
All You need for me to be is still   Be still 
"Still" written by Justin Ebach, Molly Reed© 2015 Wordspring Music, LLCScripture Reference: Exodus 14:14; Psalm 86:10; Proverbs 3:5-6; Isaiah 65:24CCLI Song: 7050725CCLI License: 51072 

Sermon “Good and Faithful Servant” 
 Matthew 25:14-30 
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Apostles’ Creed 
C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

783     Take My Life and Let It Be (vv. 1, 3-5) 
1 Take my life and let it be 

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

3 Take my voice and let me sing 
Always, only for my King; 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 

4 Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect and use 
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 

 

5 Take my will and make it Thine, 
It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

Text: Public domain 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 
 

660     Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus (vv. 2-4) 
 

2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 
    The trumpet call obey; 
Stand forth in mighty conflict 
    In this His glorious day. 
Let all His faithful serve Him 
    Against unnumbered foes; 
Let courage rise with danger 
    And strength to strength oppose. 

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 
    Stand in His strength alone. 
The arm of flesh will fail you, 
    Ye dare not trust your own. 
Put on the Gospel armor; 
    Each piece put on with prayer. 
Where duty calls or danger, 
    Be never wanting there. 



11 

 

4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 
    The strife will not be long; 
This day the din of battle, 
    The next the victor’s song. 

The soldiers, overcoming, 
    Their crown of life shall see 
And with the King of Glory 
    Shall reign eternally. Text: Public domain 

 

“My Lighthouse” Closing Song 
 

In my wrestling and in my doubts 
In  my failures You won't walk out 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 

In the silence You won't let go 
In the questions Your truth will hold 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 
My Lighthouse, My Lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You 
My Lighthouse, My Lighthouse 
I will trust the promise, You will carry me 
Safe to shore  Safe to shore 
Safe to shore  Safe to shore 
 

I won't fear what tomorrow brings 
With each morning I’ll rise and sing 
My God’s love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 

My Lighthouse, My Lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You 
My Lighthouse, My Lighthouse 
I will trust the promise, You will carry me 
Safe to shore  Safe to shore 
Safe to shore  Safe to shore 
 

Fire before us You're the brightest 
You will lead us through the storms 
Fire before us You're the brightest 
You will lead us through the storms 
 

Fire before us You're the brightest 
You will lead us through the storms 
Fire before us You're the brightest 
You will lead us through the storms 
 

My Lighthouse, My Lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You 
My Lighthouse, My Lighthouse 
I will trust the promise, You will carry me 
Safe to shore  Safe to shore  
Safe to shore  Safe to shore 
My Lighthouse written by Rend Collective© 2013 Thankyou MusicScripture 

Reference: Psalm 55:8 CCLI Song: 7002032CCLI License: 51072 

 
 

 
Following our 10:30am Service, Tate Samuel Bloemer will be baptized into Christ. 

Welcome Tate! 

Son of Wade & Brittany Bloemer   Sponsors:  Alex Gordon, Hope Moeller, & Zac Bloemer 
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