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Welcome to worship with 

ST.  JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH (M ISSOURI SYNOD)    
901 W. Jefferson Avenue   Effingham, IL  62401 

Phone: 217/342-4334    Fax:217/342-6599       saintjohnslcms@gmail.com     stjohnslcms.net    
Our Preschool:  Eaglesnestpreschool.com   Preschool E-mail eaglesnesteffingham@gmail.com 

Our usual worship Services:  5:30 pm Saturday    8:00 & 10:30am Sunday  
Christian Education Sun. 9:15 am Sundays 

 “ A  F e l l o w s h i p  o f  H o p e ,  T e a c h i n g ,  S e r v i n g ,  a n d  P r o c l a i m i n g ”  
Rev. Mike Burdick, Sr. Pastor   Rev. Gary Fortkamp, Visitation Pastor  Sandy Esker, Preschool Dir.  

 
 

Welcome 
 

Those Who Serve Us 
 Each Member of St. John’s .............................................................................................................. A Minister 
 Rev. Mike Burdick .................................................................................................................................. Pastor 
 Rev. Gary Fortkamp ............................................................................................................... Visitation Pastor 
 Mrs. Sandy Esker ................................................................................................................ Preschool Director 
 Ms. Jerry Starner ................................................................................................................................  Organist 
 Mr. Howard Janis 217-821-6728 .................................................... Elder on Duty for Aug. 31 – Sept. 4, 2020 
 Chatelain School & Baja School ..................................................................... Our Schools for feeding in Haiti 
 Mrs. Julie Scott ........................................................................... (217-343-3047) Prayer Partner Coordinator 
 State, National & International Missions........................................................ through our District and Synod 
 
 

CHRIST is important to us  YOU are important to us 
in our worship    in our worship 
in our study    in our study 
in our fellowship   in our fellowship 
in our lives.    in our lives. 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
As We Gather 

Sometimes, it may be easy to forget that we live in a world that has been marred by sin, cursed by death, 
and filled with wickedness. Although we confront it every day, this very present evil will not overcome us. 
God’s desire is for us to be saved and delivered by His Son, Jesus, so that we are enabled to love, to live, 
and to overcome evil with good. In our worship service today, we receive the same Jesus who once 
overcame evil by carrying His cross to suffer for our salvation. Trouncing over all the evil we will ever face, 
our risen Savior lives to love, to bless, and to deliver us as His people. 
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Bells (Call to Worship)  
Prelude 
Welcome 
 
Catechism Review:    Morning Prayer 

In the morning when you get up, make the sign of the holy cross and say: 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you choose, you may also say this 
little prayer: 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night 
from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that 
all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 
Then go joyfully to your work, singing a hymn, like that of the Ten Commandments, or whatever your 
devotion may suggest. 
 

#862 Oh, Blest the House  
 
1 Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall, 

Where Jesus Christ is all in all! 
A home that is not wholly His— 
How sad and poor and dark it is! 

 
2 Oh, blest that house where faith is found 

And all in hope and love abound; 
They trust their God and serve Him still 
And do in all His holy will! 

 

3 Oh, blest the parents who give heed 
Unto their children’s foremost need 
And weary not of care or cost. 
May none to them and heav’n be lost! 

 
4 Oh, blest that house; it prospers well. 

In peace and joy the parents dwell, 
And in their children’s lives is shown 
How richly God can bless His own. 

Text: Public domain 
  

Confession and Absolution 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
P Let us therefore come before His throne of grace with humble and sincere hearts… 
 
Silent prayer for personal confession 
 
P Gracious Lord, 
C we come before You, laying the burden of our sin at the foot of Your cross. We acknowledge our 

failure to follow Your will for our lives. We have stumbled and fallen in our service to You. We have 
placed our agenda ahead of Yours. We have been shallow in our love toward You and toward those 
You have placed in our path. We ask for mercy, trusting in Your promise to forgive us through the 
sacrifice of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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P God has heard your cry for mercy and fulfills His promise to save and deliver you! Lavishing His grace 
upon you in Jesus, He enables you to love and forgive as He has first loved and forgiven you. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 
Introit Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4 

P Delight yourself in the Lord, 
C and He will give you the desires of your heart. 
 
P Commit your way to the Lord; 
C trust in Him, and He will act. 
 
P He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 
C and your justice as the noonday. 
 
P Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him; 
C fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be forever. Amen. 

 
Response of Praise (862:5): 
 
5 Then here will I and mine today 

A solemn promise make and say: 
Though all the world forsake His Word, 
I and my house will serve the Lord! 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray.      Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 

redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    
Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 15:15–21 

15O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on my persecutors.  In your 
forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake I bear reproach.  16Your words were found, and I 
ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, 
O LORD, God of hosts.  17I did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, because your 
hand was upon me, for you had filled me with indignation.  18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound 
incurable, refusing to be healed?  ill you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail?  19Therefore 
thus says the LORD:  “If you return, I will restore you, and you shall stand before me.  If you utter what is 
precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as my mouth.  They shall turn to you, but you shall not 
turn to them.  20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, 
but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD. 21I 
will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 
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Psalm Psalm 26 
P Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have walked in my integrity, 
C and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering. 
 
P Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and my mind. 
C For Your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in Your faithfulness. 
 
P I do not sit with men of falsehood, nor do I consort with hypocrites. 
C I hate the assembly of evildoers, and I will not sit with the wicked. 
 
P I wash my hands in innocence and go around Your altar, O Lord, 
C proclaiming thanksgiving aloud, and telling all Your wondrous deeds. 
 
P O Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
C Do not sweep my soul away with sinners, nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 
P in whose hands are evil devices, and whose right hands are full of bribes. 
 
C But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity; redeem me, and be gracious to me. 
 
P My foot stands on level ground; 
C in the great assembly I will bless the Lord.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit;  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Epistle Romans 12:9–21 
 9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one another with brotherly 
affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the 
saints and seek to show hospitality. 
 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the 
lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the 
sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; 
for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Verse Matthew 16:25 

P Alleluia!  Jesus said, “Whoever would save his life will lose it, 
C but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”   Alleluia. 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 16:21–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things 
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to 
you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are 
not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me. 25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it. 26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a 
man give in return for his life? 27For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his 
Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

#688  Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake 
1 “Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake, 
     “All in My way abiding; 
      Deny yourselves, the world forsake, 
      Obey My call and guiding 
      O bear the cross, whate’er betide, 
      Take My example for your guide. 
 
2 “I am the light, I light the way, 
       A godly life displaying; 
        I bid you walk as in the day; 
        I keep your feet from straying. 
        I am the way, and well I show 
        How you must sojourn here below. 

 

3   “My heart abounds in lowliness, 
       My soul with love is glowing; 
       And gracious words My lips express, 
       With meekness overflowing. 

My heart, My mind, My strength, My all, 
To God I yield, on Him I call. 

 
4 “I teach you how to shun and flee 
      What harms your soul’s salvation, 
       Your heart from ev’ry guile to free, 
       From sin and its temptation. 
       I am the refuge of the soul 
       And lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 

 
 

Sermon “Cling To What Is Good”  
 Romans 12:9-21 
 
Response of Praise (#688:5):   
 

5    Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, 
       And take the cross appointed 
       And, firmly clinging to His Word, 
       In suff’ring be undaunted. 
       For those who bear the battle’s strain 
       The crown of heav’nly life obtain! 
           Text: Public domain 
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Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 
third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction Romans 12:21; Numbers 6:24–26 

P Do not be overcome by evil, 
C but overcome evil with good. 
 
P Go forth with the blessing of your good and gracious God.  
 Cling to what is good. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

#861        Christ Be My Leader 
1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 

Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 
 Gladly I follow, my future His care, 

Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 
 

2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

        3  Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 
         Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 
         Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
         Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 

 
Go in peace! 
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