ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - MISSOURI SYNOD
ST. JOHN’S EAGLE’S NEST PRESCHOOL
MISSION STATEMENT
Fellowship of Hope, Teaching, Serving and
Proclaiming!
901 West Jefferson Avenue
Phone: (217) 342-4334
E-mail: saintjohnslcms@gmail.com
PRESCHOOL WEBSITE: eaglesnestpreschool.com

Effingham, Illinois 62401
Fax: (217) 342-6599
WEBSITE: stjohnslcms.net

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
“Speaking An Unpopular Word”
5:30PM — July 14, 2018
8:00AM — July 15, 2018
THOSE WHO SERVE US
Each Member of St. John’s ...................................................................... A Minister
Rev. Ted Gall ..................................................................................... Senior Pastor
Rev. Gary Fortkamp ..................................................................................... Liturgist
Mrs. Sandy Esker........................................................................ Preschool Director
Mrs. Jerry Starner ..................................................................................... Organist
Mrs. Melissa Goldstein ......................................................................... Song Leader
St. John’s Praise Band ............................................................................... 10:30AM
Mr. Jerry Pruemer ................................................................. 5:30PM Elder on Duty
Mr. Gayland Bourland ............................................................... 8AM Elder on Duty
Makenna Duckwitz ............................................................................... 8AM Acolyte
Mr. Chris Niebrugge ............................................................ 10:30AM Elder on Duty
Camille & Kateleigh Zeigler ........................................................... 10:30AM Acolyte
Mr. Jeff Stremming 857-3891 ...................... Elder on Duty for July 16-July 20, 2018
Missionaries from Pakistan ............................... Younis Darshan and Raja Shaleem
Missionaries from India ...............................................................Ajay Paul & Sonne
Sister Congregation ...................................................................... in Blidene, Latvia
Adopted Chatelain School ................................................................................ Haiti
Mrs. Julie Scott .............................................. (343-3047) Prayer Chain Coordinator
WELCOME To our friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to the stranger, we
extend our sincere greeting. If you are a visitor, please understand that you
are our guest and we want you to feel welcome and comfortable. We are happy you
chose to be with us in this service, and pray you have been blessed by our Lord today as
He has blessed us by your presence.
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CHRIST is important to us
·
in our worship
·
in our study
·
in our fellowship
·
in our lives.

YOU are important to us
·
in our worship
·
in our study
·
in our fellowship
·
in our lives.

HOLY COMMUNION – When the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, (LCMS)
celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we confess the Real Presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in
the Bread and Wine, given and shed for the forgiveness of our sins. (1 Cor 10:16 & 1 Cor
11:23-26) We believe that Christ’s Body and Blood are present “in, with and under” the
elements of the Holy Supper. (Luther’s Small Catechism) Members should register their
intent to commune on the pew card. If you are visiting with us and you desire to join with us
in communion fellowship in agreement with these beliefs, please speak to one of the Pastors
or the elder on duty before the service.

HIS VISION FOR US:
St. John’s will be known for being involved in our changing community, for providing
leadership in our changing world, and for serving others in Christian love.
We will welcome our diverse guests with open arms. Our friendly, loving and
accepting people will engage our guests, mentor them in the faith, and inspire many to
become members.
Our members will be motivated by the cross to be actively engaged in ministry,
showing love and care to others. We will encourage one another, nurture one another,
and enthusiastically serve our God together!
HIS GOAL FOR US:
We will pray and work with singleness of purpose to expand the impact of our ministry
to God’s children of all ages, with special emphasis on young families, by developing
new ways to strengthen the relationship between St. John’s, our members and our
community, providing the facilities and resources to involve more people in ministry
and outreach.
WELCOME CENTER

Greeters are present at the Welcome Center in the atrium
adjacent to our sanctuary before and after the service to answer
any questions you may have, provide directions to restrooms, classrooms, etc. If you are
a first time guest, we also have a gift for you. If you live in our community or surrounding
area and you do not have a church home, we welcome your consideration. We offer true
fellowship with a living Savior and membership in His Church.
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ATTENDANCE REGISTER Kindly fill out a registration card (welcome side) located in
the pew rack. Our guests are also asked to complete the address and phone number
portion. Please pass your card to the center aisle to be gathered during the offering.
CELL PHONES Please turn your cell phones off before the service begins.
ALTAR FLOWERS The flowers which grace our altar are in memory of Russ Wieneke
and are given by Sandy Wieneke.
AS WE GATHER When Amos speaks God’s Word to Israel, they do not want to hear it.
Amos is told to prophesy elsewhere. John the Baptist’s message of repentance landed
him in Herod’s prison and, eventually, in the grave. Speaking God’s Word is not always
easy. It often meets resistance and sometimes even violence. As you gather with fellow
hearers of God’s Word, consider how you have been resistant to God’s Word. Which
portions have you chosen to skip over? Consider how you might better hear and speak
God’s Word this week.
RINGING OF THE BELLS
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
+ PREPARATION +
HYMN ...................................... “O Holy Spirit, Enter In”……………………… [LSB 913]
INVOCATION
Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People:
Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor:
Hear what God the Lord will speak,
People:
for He will speak peace to His people, to His saints.
Pastor:
People:

Steadfast love and faithfulness meet.
Righteousness and peace kiss each other.

Pastor:
People:

Yes, the Lord will give what is good.
Righteousness will go before Him.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
Yes, the Lord gives what is good. He sends His Word to every nation. But we
have not always desired to hear His Word. We have not always done what
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People:

Pastor:

People:

His Word says. We have not always spoken His Word faithfully to others. Let
us confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father. Heavenly Father,
we confess that we have ignored Your Word. We confess that at times
we have shamefully treated those who speak Your Word. We confess
that we have desired our own way and not Your way. Restore us again,
O God of our salvation, and put away Your indignation toward us!
In love, God chose us for adoption as His heirs through Jesus Christ. We
have redemption through Christ’s blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of His grace. As a called and ordained servant of the
risen Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing, that we should be
holy and blameless before Him.
+ WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 143:1–2, 8a; antiphon: v. 11
1
Pastor:
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! In your
faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
2
People:
Enter not into judgment with your servant, for no one living is
righteous before you.
Pastor:
People:

8

Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, for in you I trust.
For your name's sake, O LORD, preserve my life! In your
righteousness bring my soul out of trouble!
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HYMN OF PRAISE ........................... “My Soul Rejoices”………………………[LSB 933]
SALUTATION
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Let us pray. O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to resist the
temptations of the devil and courage to proclaim repentance. Give us pure
hearts and minds to follow Your Son faithfully even into suffering and death;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:
Amen.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING ..................................................................... Amos 7:7–15
(Amaziah tells Amos to prophesy elsewhere, but Amos does as the Lord commands.)
7

This is what he showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you
see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, “Behold, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel; I will never again pass by them; 9 the high places of
Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will
rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel
sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the midst of
the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said,
“‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’”
12
And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread
there, and prophesy there, 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 14 Then Amos answered and said to
Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a prophet's son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser of
sycamore figs.15 But the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me,
‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’
Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE .............................................................................................. Ephesians 1:3–14
(Paul speaks of our redemption, adoption, forgiveness, and inheritance in Christ.)
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,4 even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us
in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all
wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his
purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things
in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In him we have obtained an
inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first to hope in
Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised
Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to
the praise of his glory.
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Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE Matthew 5:10
Alleluia. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL .......................................................................................... Mark 6:14–29
(Herod puts John the Baptist to death.)
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, “John the
Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work
in him.” 15 But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the
prophets of old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has
been raised.” 17 For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison
for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because he had married her. 18 For
John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.”19 And
Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could
not,20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept
him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.
21
But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and
military commanders and the leading men of Galilee.22 For when Herodias's daughter
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl,
“Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 23 And he vowed to her,
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 24 And she went out and
said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the
Baptist.” 25 And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want
you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 And the king was
exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his
word to her. 27 And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring
John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison 28 and brought his head on a
platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples
heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.
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Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
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HYMN OF THE DAY ............ “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us”………….. [LSB 711]
SERMON ......................................... “Sinful Yet Chosen”………….….Ephesians 1:3-14
OFFERING
Pastor:
God has given us many gifts.
People:
He has given us clothing and shoes, house and home, food and drink,
money and possessions.
Pastor:
People:

He richly and daily provides us with all that we need to support this body and
life.
With thanksgiving, we offer back to Him the firstfruits of His good gifts.

OFFERTORY ............................... “Lord Of All Good”…………………..………[LSB 786]
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. For pastors, teachers, missionaries, and all who
proclaim God’s Word, that God would embolden them to speak His word of
repentance and forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord.
People:
Lord, have mercy.
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

For those who have not heard the message of Christ crucified and raised
from the dead, that God would raise up faithful witnesses to speak His Word
to all who do not believe, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who struggle to believe in Christ’s unwavering love, that the victory
won by the risen Christ would pierce their darkness of doubt and despair, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all the rulers of the world, that God would turn their hearts to His will of
mercy, peace, and justice, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who are sick and recovering, [especially . . .], that they rely on the
steadfast love and faithfulness of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
7

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:

For those who mourn the death of loved ones, [especially . . .], that they find
hope in the resurrection and return of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who celebrate special occasions and answered prayers, [especially
. . .], that their joy be a witness to the goodness of God, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
promise to hear us.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Numbers 6:24–26
Amen.

HYMN ........................ “Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit”…………[stz 1 & 4 LSB 746]
SILENT PRAYER
GREETING OF PEACE
POSTLUDE
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.
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