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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - MISSOURI SYNOD 
ST. JOHN’S EAGLE’S NEST PRESCHOOL 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Fellowship of Hope, Teaching, Serving and 

Proclaiming! 

901 West Jefferson Avenue Effingham, Illinois  62401 
Phone: (217) 342-4334           Fax: (217) 342-6599 

E-mail:  saintjohnslcms@gmail.com                              WEBSITE: stjohnslcms.net 
PRESCHOOL WEBSITE:  eaglesnestpreschool.com 
 
THE HOLY TRINITY 
“One God, Three Faces” 
  
5:30PM — May 26, 2018 
8:00AM — May 27, 2018 
 

THOSE WHO SERVE US 

 Each Member of St. John’s ...................................................................... A Minister 
 Rev. Ted Gall  ..................................................................................... Senior Pastor 
 Mrs. Sandy Esker ........................................................................ Preschool Director 
 Mrs. Jerry Starner ......................................................................................  Organist 
  Mrs. Meghan Wahl ............................................................................... Song Leader 
 St. John’s Praise Band ............................................................................... 10:30AM 
 Mr. Todd Zeigler .................................................................... 5:30PM Elder on Duty 
 Mr. Jeff Stremming ....................................................................  8AM Elder on Duty 
      Kaiden Kohnert .................................................................................... 8AM Acolyte 
 Mr. Jake Wendling .............................................................. 10:30AM Elder on Duty 
 Elena Niebrugge ........................................................................... 10:30AM Acolyte 
 Mr. Jeff Stremming  857-3891 ..................... Elder on Duty for May 28-June 1, 2018 
 Missionaries from Pakistan ............................... Younis Darshan and Raja Shaleem 
 Missionaries from India ............................................................... Ajay Paul & Sonne 
 Sister Congregation ...................................................................... in Blidene, Latvia 
 Mrs. Julie Scott .............................................. (343-3047) Prayer Chain Coordinator 
 

 
WELCOME   To our friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to the stranger, we  
   extend our sincere greeting.  If you are a visitor, please understand that you 
are our guest and we want you to feel welcome and comfortable.  We are happy you 
chose to be with us in this service, and pray you have been blessed by our Lord today as 
He has blessed us by your presence. 
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  CHRIST is important to us   YOU are important to us 
   · in our worship    · in our worship   
  · in our study    · in our study  
  · in our fellowship    · in our fellowship   
  · in our lives.     · in our lives. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION – When the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, (LCMS) 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we confess the Real Presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in 
the Bread and Wine, given and shed for the forgiveness of our sins.  (1 Cor 10:16 & 1 Cor 
11:23-26)  We believe that Christ’s Body and Blood are present “in, with and under” the 
elements of the Holy Supper.  (Luther’s Small Catechism)  Members should register their 
intent to commune on the pew card.  If you are visiting with us and you desire to join with us 
in communion fellowship in agreement with these beliefs, please speak to one of the Pastors 
or the elder on duty before the service. 

 
HIS VISION FOR US:  
 St. John’s will be known for being involved in our changing community, for providing  
leadership in our changing world, and for serving others in Christian love. 
 We will welcome our diverse guests with open arms.  Our friendly, loving and  
accepting people will engage our guests, mentor them in the faith, and inspire many to  
become members. 
 Our members will be motivated by the cross to be actively engaged in ministry,  
showing love and care to others.  We will encourage one another, nurture one another, 
and enthusiastically serve our God together! 
 
HIS GOAL FOR US: 
 We will pray and work with singleness of purpose to expand the impact of our ministry  
 to God’s children of all ages, with special emphasis on young families, by developing  
 new ways to strengthen the relationship between St. John’s, our members and our  
 community, providing the facilities and resources to involve more people in ministry  
 and outreach. 
 
WELCOME CENTER  Greeters  are  present  at  the  Welcome  Center  in  the   atrium 
    adjacent to our sanctuary before and after the service to answer 
any questions you may have, provide directions to restrooms, classrooms, etc.  If you are 
a first time guest, we also have a gift for you.  If you live in our community or surrounding 
area and you do not have a church home, we welcome your consideration.  We offer true 
fellowship with a living Savior and membership in His Church. 
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ATTENDANCE REGISTER Kindly fill out a registration card (welcome side) located in 
    the pew rack.  Our guests are also asked to complete the 
address and phone number portion.  Please pass your card to the center aisle to be 
gathered during the offering. 
 
CELL PHONES Please turn your cell phones off before the service begins. 
 
AS WE GATHER     The Festival of the Holy Trinity gives us an opportunity to stretch our 
faith. At its center is a careful delineation of doctrine. At the heart of the liturgy is the 
Athanasian Creed, which is challenging not only for its length but for its content as well. 
As he writes to Titus, Paul has special words of encouragement, writing, “But as for you, 
teach what accords with sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1). Through the Lessons we hear and 
the Creed we speak, we faithfully join in expressing the doctrine that is our heritage. 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

OPENING HYMN ...................  “Glory Be To God The Father”……………….. [LSB 506] 
 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our  
  sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.   
  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we  
  have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You  
  with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of  
  Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and  
  lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the  
  glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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Pastor:   Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake  
  forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by  
  His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father  
  and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 
CREED Athanasian Creed (Part 1) 
Pastor: As an expression of our faith, we confess the words of the Athanasian Creed,  
  the longest and most recent of the three Ecumenical Creeds of the Church.  
  Because of its length, we will be dividing the Creed into two sections. 
People: Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith.  
  Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish  
  eternally. 
 
Pastor: And the catholic faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in  
  Unity, neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance. For the  
  Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another. But  
  the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the  
  glory equal, the majesty coeternal. 
People: Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: the  
  Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; the  
  Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; the Father  
  eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. And yet there are not  
  three Eternals, but one Eternal, just as there are not three Uncreated or  
  three Infinites, but one Uncreated and one Infinite. 
 
Pastor: In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit  
  almighty; and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 
People: So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; and yet  
  there are not three Gods, but one God. So the Father is Lord, the Son is  
  Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; and yet there are not three Lords, but one  
  Lord. Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge  
  each distinct person as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the  
  catholic religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords. 
 
Pastor: The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. The Son is  
  neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone. The Holy Spirit is  
  of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor begotten, but  
  proceeding. 
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People: Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons;  
  one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 
 
Pastor: And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than  
  another; 
People: but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal,  
  so that in all things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and  
  Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. Therefore, whoever desires to be  
  saved must think thus about the Trinity. 
 
SALUTATION 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray.   
People: Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge  
  the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to  
  worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast  
  in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son,  
  and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING .......................................................................  Isaiah 6:1–8 

(The prophet Isaiah is given a vision of the Lord.) 
 
6 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each 
had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with 
two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!” 4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the 
voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is 
me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 6 Then one of the 
seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from 
the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your 
guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE .............................................................................................. Acts 2:14a, 22–36 
(Peter attests to the resurrection of Jesus.) 

 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of 
Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 
22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 
God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as 
you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God 
raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held 
by it. 25 For David says concerning him, “‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my 
right hand that I may not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue 
rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
or let your Holy One see corruption. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 29 “Brothers, I may say to you with 
confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is 
with us to this day.30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an 
oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and 
spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did 
his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are 
witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received 
from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves 
are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself 
says, “‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 35until I make your enemies your 
footstool.”’ 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made 
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL ............................................................................................  John 3:1–17 

(The love of God is shown to the world in Jesus.) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This 
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with 
him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born 
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when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 
5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’  
8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you 
the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to 
you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not 
receive our testimony.12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world,that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON HYMN  ................................  “Holy, Holy, Holy”………..…………… [LSB 507] 
 
SERMON ....... “One God, Three Faces”……..John 3:1-17 by Rev. E. Wade Helmkamp 
 
CREED Athanasian Creed (Part 2) 
 
Pastor: We continue and conclude the confession of our faith today with the second  
  part of the Athaniasian Creed. 
People: But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully  
  believe the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, it is the right  
  faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of  
  God, is at the same time both God and man. 
 
Pastor: He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He  
  is man, born from the substance of His mother in this age: perfect God and  
  perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh; 
People: equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with  
  respect to His humanity. Although He is God and man, He is not two,  
  but one Christ: 
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Pastor: one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the  
  assumption of the humanity into God; one altogether, not by confusion of  
  substance, but by unity of person. 
People: For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one  
  Christ, who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again  
  the third day from the dead, ascended into heaven, and is seated at the  
  right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence He will come to  
  judge the living and the dead. 
 
Pastor: At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account  
  concerning their own deeds. 
People: And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those  
  who have done evil into eternal fire. This is the catholic faith; whoever  
  does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be saved. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY ...................  “Create In Me”………………………… [LSB 956] 
  

+ SACRAMENT + 
PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.       
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.       
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.            
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  
  give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. You have  
  called us as followers of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has taken  
  upon Himself the sins of the world and has, by His rising from the grave,  
  opened to us the very gates of heaven. In the confession of the only true  
  God, we worship the Trinity in person and the Unity in substance, of majesty  
  coequal. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of  
  heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and  
  singing: 
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SANCTUS  ........................................................................................... (p. 161 in hymnal) 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for all You have done  
  for Your people in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We thank You for the revelation of  
  the mystery of the Holy Trinity. Grant that all who partake of Christ’s holy  
  body and blood be filled with Your heavenly peace and joy. As we receive this  
  blessed food and are strengthened and sustained by it, increase our faith  
  toward You and our fervent love for one another throughout our lives, until at  
  last we are granted our place with all Your saints in glory. This we ask  
  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and  
  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death  
  until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.    Revelation 22:20 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
PAX DOMINI 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI  ......................................................................................... (p. 163 in hymnal) 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS .......................................................................... “Feed Us Now” 
 

1. Feed us now, Bread of life, In this holy meal; 
 Let us know Your love a-new; We hunger for You. 
 Feed us now, Bread of life, Come and live with in; 
 Let Your peace be ours today, Lord Jesus, we pray. 
 
2. Piece of bread, glass of wine; We receive from You 
 Your true body and true blood Your promise we trust. 
 Piece of bread, glass of wine; who can understand 
 How Your mercy works in these?  Yet, Lord, we believe. 
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3. Thank You Lord for this gift, such a holy meal. 
 Only You can give us life; forgive all our sins. 
 Praises be to our God for the blessings here. 
 At Your altar Lord we say, “Praise be to our God” 
 
 ........................................................................ “Come, Thou Almighty King” [LSB 905] 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray,  God, the gracious giver of all blessings, we thank You for having  
  fed us with the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ, assuring us  
  thereby that we are truly members of His Body, the Church. Sanctify us by  
  the working of Your Holy Spirit that we continue in this faith and fellowship  
  and do the good works which You desire us to do; through Jesus Christ, Your  
  Son, our Lord, to whom, with You and the same Spirit, be all honor and glory,  
  forever and ever. 
People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and  
  be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.     
  Numbers 6:24–26 
People: Amen. 
 
HYMN ......................  “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”……….. [LSB 805] 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
GREETING OF PEACE  
POSTLUDE    
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