ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - MISSOURI SYNOD
ST. JOHN’S EAGLE’S NEST PRESCHOOL

MISSION STATEMENT
Fellowship of Hope, Teaching, Serving and

Proclaiming!
901 West Jefferson Avenue Effingham, lllinois 62401
Phone: (217) 342-4334 Fax: (217) 342-6599
E-mail: saintjohnslcms@gmail.com WEBSITE: stiohnslcms.net

PRESCHOOL WEBSITE: eaglesnestpreschool.com

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
“l ost Life For Jesus’ Sake”

5:30PM — September 2, 2017 ‘
8:00AM — September 3, 2017

THOSE WHO SERVE US

Each Member of St. JORN'S ..o A Minister
ReV. Ted Gall ... Senior Pastor
MrIS. Sandy ESKer.........ooiiiiiiii e Preschool Director
M. DeaN MaNUEI .....cceei e e e e e e e e eee Organist
Mrs. Andrea Wendling.........cooveeeiiiiiie e Song Leader
St. JohN’s Praise Band............coooeeiiiiiiii e 10:30AM
Mr. JONN JACKSON.....ccviiiiie e 5:30PM Elder on Duty
TOM BUAAE ..o e 5:30PM Acolyte
Mr. Gayland Bourland ..............ccooovviiiiiiiii e 8AM Elder on Duty
BlaiNg FIaCh .....coeeeiie e 8AM Acolyte
Mr. Howard Haake ...........cccooeviiiiiiiiii e, 10:30AM Elder on Duty
BN =T =10 Lo [ = SRR 10:30AM Acolyte
Mr. Dave Wall 347-0893 ....... Elder on Duty for September 4 — September 8, 2017
Missionaries from Pakistan ................cccoeeeeeennn. Younis Darshan and Raja Shaleem
Missionaries from INAIA ........coooevviiiiiiieiiie e Ajay Paul & Sonne
Sister CoNGregation .........cvecvveeiiiin e r e e e in Blidene, Latvia
Mrs. Arnetia OShOIM ........cccvviiiieiviiiiineeeeeeiinnn (342-2210) Prayer Chain Coordinator




WELCOME To our friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to the stranger, we

extend our sincere greeting. If you are a visitor, please understand that you
are our guest and we want you to feel welcome and comfortable. We are happy you
chose to be with us in this service, and pray you have been blessed by our Lord today as
He has blessed us by your presence.

CHRIST is important to us YOU are important to us
in our worship - In our worship
in our study - in our study
in our fellowship - in our fellowship
in our lives. - in our lives.

HOLY COMMUNION — When the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, (LCMS)
celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we confess the Real Presence of Christ's Body and Blood in
the Bread and Wine, given and shed for the forgiveness of our sins. (1 Cor 10:16 & 1 Cor
11:23-26) We believe that Christ’'s Body and Blood are present “in, with and under” the
elements of the Holy Supper. (Luther’s Small Catechism) Members should register their
intent to commune on the pew card. If you are visiting with us and you desire to join with us
in communion fellowship in agreement with these beliefs, please speak to one of the Pastors
or the elder on duty before the service.

HIS VISION FOR US:
St. John’s will be known for being involved in our changing community, for providing
leadership in our changing world, and for serving others in Christian love.

We will welcome our diverse guests with open arms. Our friendly, loving and
accepting people will engage our guests, mentor them in the faith, and inspire many to
become members.

Our members will be motivated by the cross to be actively engaged in ministry,
showing love and care to others. We will encourage one another, nurture one
another, and enthusiastically serve our God together!

HIS GOAL FOR US:
We will pray and work with singleness of purpose to expand the impact of our ministry
to God’s children of all ages, with special emphasis on young families, by developing
new ways to strengthen the relationship between St. John'’s, our members and our
community, providing the facilities and resources to involve more people in ministry
and outreach.




WELCOME CENTER Greeters are present at the Welcome Center in the atrium

adjacent to our sanctuary before and after the service to answer
any questions you may have, provide directions to restrooms, classrooms, etc. If you are
a first time guest, we also have a gift for you. If you live in our community or surrounding
area and you do not have a church home, we welcome your consideration. We offer true
fellowship with a living Savior and membership in His Church.

ATTENDANCE REGISTER Kindly fill out a registration card (welcome side) located in

the pew rack. Our guests are also asked to complete the
address and phone number portion. Please pass your card to the center aisle to be
gathered during the offering.

CELL PHONES Please turn your cell phones off before the service begins.

AS WE GATHER How often might you feel lost—lost among the confusion and details
and busyness of life? When someone is lost, they forget or do not know where they
should be going. When someone loses money, their health, or a loved one to death,
everything from anger to despair to fear take over, and we are tempted to think there is
no hope. That's why Jesus’ statement “whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake will find it” sounds so strange, so backward. We lose
our life by daily contrition and repentance as the old Adam is drowned. We find ourselves
given the gift of eternal life as the new man daily arises, and we escape death forever!

RINGING OF THE BELLS

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
+ PREPARATION +
HYMN ... “Come, Thou Almighty King”..........c.c........... [LSB 905]
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 26:2, 8
Pastor: O LoRpD, | love the habitation of Your house
People: and the place where Your glory dwells.

Pastor: Prove me, O LORD, and try me;
People: test my heart and my mind.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Matthew 16:25; Jeremiah 15:19

Pastor: Beloved, Jesus said, “Whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake will find it.” Let us empty ourselves of our fears and
failures, confessing our sins and asking God to fill us with His peace.

People: Far beit, O Lord, that | should not deny myself, take up my cross, and
follow You. By Your cross and resurrection give to me Your forgiveness
and assurance of new life by Your grace. Sin consumes me, for | am
sinful from birth. Take away my selfish desires and fill me with Your
love. Help me proclaim Your love in loving service to others. Amen.

Pastor: Thus says the Lord, “If you return, | will restore you.” Upon this your
confession, | as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority,
forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

+ WORD +
HYMN OF PRAISE............ “This Is The Day The Lord Has Made”.............. [LSB 903]

SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame
of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily
and follow Him wherever He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING ......covttiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeiiiine e Jeremiah 15:15-21
(Jeremiah’s complaint)

O LoRD, you know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on my
persecutors. In your forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake | bear
reproach. ® Your words were found, and | ate them, and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart, for | am called by your name, O LorD, God of hosts.

171 did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did | rejoice; | sat alone, because your hand
was upon me, for you had filled me with indignation. ¥ Why is my pain unceasing, my
wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like
waters that fail? 1° Therefore thus says the LoRrbD: “If you return, | will restore you, and you
shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall
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be as my mouth. They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. 2° And | will make
you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not
prevail over you, for | am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD.

211 will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the
ruthless.”

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Pastor: Fear the LORD, you His saints, for those who fear Him lack nothing!

People: Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LoORD delivers him out
of them all.

E P ST L o e Romans 12:9-21

(Marks of the true Christian)

% Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.° Love one another
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. ! Do not be slothful in
zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. *? Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer. 12 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.!® Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. ° Live in harmony with one another. Do not be
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 1’ Repay no one
evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 8 If possible, so far
as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. ** Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the
Lord.” 2° To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 2 Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL ..ottt e e e e eaee Matthew 16:21-28
(Take up your cross and follow Jesus.)

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem

and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and
on the third day be raised. 2> And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying,
“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 2 But he turned and said to
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Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your
mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow

me. % For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake
will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?
Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 2’ For the Son of Man is going to come
with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to
what he has done. 2 Truly, | say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

HYMN OF THE DAY ........... “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus”................ [LSB 531]
SERMON........ooiiiiiiiii e “CroSS?” . Matthew 16:21-28
OFFERING/OFFERTORY ........... “Praise To You And Adoration”.............. [LSB 692]

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. Lord God, we give You thanks and praise for Your
whole creation but especially for Your grace by which You invite all sinners
into Your saving presence through the cross and resurrection of Your Son.
Give us all the power to turn in true repentance of our sin to receive Your
glorious promised forgiveness and gift of eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy,

People respond: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Lead all whom You have called to shepherd Your people in Your Holy Church
that they may faithfully preach the Word of the cross of Christ and proclaim
His salvation to the joy and salvation of the souls of many. Lord, in Your
mercy,

Pastor: Lead those called to serve us through positions of leadership in the
government in order that we may live peaceably with all. Direct their words
and ways to perform justice in punishing evil and praising good, especially in
the defense of the most helpless among us. Bless all industry and those who
work, through whom You give us what we need for this body and life. Lord, in
Your mercy,



Pastor: Comfort and bring peace, patience, and healing to all who are in sorrow or
need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . .]. Give steady faith and confidence
to those for whom death draws near. Lord, in Your mercy,

Pastor: Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and centers of
learning, and those who teach and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such
measure that people may serve You honorably in church and state, and that
our lives may be conformed to the ways of Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy,

Pastor: We give You thanks for all who have gone before us with the sign of faith, for
all the saints through the ages, and especially our loved ones who now dwell
in Your nearer presence and rest from their labors. [Silence for
remembrance.] Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last
to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

People: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

BENEDICTION

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26

People: Amen.

HYMN . ....oooeei e, “Fight The Good Fight”............cccevvnnn.... [LSB 664]

SILENT PRAYER
GREETING OF PEACE
POSTLUDE
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