


)Î ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ΫβΰΪȭÓ Á ÓÅÅÄ ×ÁÓ ÐÌÁÎÔÅÄ 
and by the will of GOD it grew into 

a mighty tree.



The Witness Tree . . . 



Jesus said, Ȱ4ÈÅ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
heaven is like a grain of mustard 
seed that a man took and sowed 
in his field.  It is the smallest of 
all seeds, but when it has grown 
it is larger than all the garden 
ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ Á ÔÒÅÅ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣȱ



)Î ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ΫβΰΪȭÓ Á ÔÉÎÙ ÍÕÓÔÁÒÄ 
seed of faith was planted AND 

by the GRACE OF GOD it has 
grown in to a mighty tree . . . 

Known today as 

3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ %ÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÃÁÌ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ 
Church in Effingham, Illinois



A record of a family of God working for the Kingdom 
ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÃÉÅÎÃÅȟ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
7ÏÒÄȣÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÖÅÒ×ÈÅÌÍÉÎÇ 

difficulties and challengences. 

BY THE GRACE OF GOD, great things were 
ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ Ȧ



Historic times: Abraham Lincoln & 
Civil War

·Early sixties of the 19th century, 

·Lutherans moving into the Effingham area had four 
goals:  

·Preaching of the Gospel

·Administration of the Sacraments

·Instruction of Children

·Establishing of a Lutheran Church



Charles G. Hartman 
·Came to Effingham from Shelbyville, Illinois

·Searched for Lutheran families and invited them to his 
house.

·A weaver by trade

·Later they met at his workshop







Early Beginnings
·Christian Alt granted use of their home. (corner of 

Fayette & Mulberry )

·Rev. Theo Mertens of Champaign, services once a 
month 1863-1866

·Rev. Carl Meier of Kankakee ɀonce a month

·Worshipers increased . . .services held in Court House



How they ministered to each other

·Mr. Hartman: older children ɀCatechism

·Mr. Noller: Bible History

·Mrs. Hartman: Reading and Bible stories

·A number of children walked 3 to 5 miles from the 
country.

·As membership increased. . .

·Vacant Store rooms, Court House



In the fall of 1866 . . .
·A group of men met and resolved to organize a Lutheran congregation 

here.
·The exact date when this was decided is not known.
·On DECEMBER 10, 1866, a constitution was adopted and signed by the 

following charter members:
·Gottlieb F. Noller
·Charles G. Hartman
·Christian Alt
·Jacob Bauer
·John Lunow
·Henry Schulte
·John Jahns
·and  (probably) Fred Kooplen - spelled Koeplin in some documents.



And the name chosen for the 
new congregation . . . ? 



Deutsche Evangelisch

Lutherische

St. Johannis Gemeinde

Ungeaenderter 

Augsburgischer Confession

in Effingham, Illinois



{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ DŜǊƳŀƴ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ 
Lutheran Church of the 

Unaltered Augsburg Confession
in

Effingham, Illinois 



²Ƙȅ ǿŀǎ ά¦b![¢9w95 
!¦D{.¦wD /hbC9{{Lhbέ ǎƻ 

important ?



Brief history of the U.A.C.
·Written in 1530 as a concise statement of belief of the 
Ȱ%ÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÃÁÌÓ ɉ'ÏÓÐÅÌ 0ÅÏÐÌÅɊ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÏÆ 
Martin Luther  were called.

·Separated Evangelical (Lutheran) theology from the 
Church of Rome

·$ÉÖÉÄÅÄ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÆÏÒÍÅÒȭÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇÓ

·Written by Phillip Melanchton (with direct input from 
Luther)

·Presented to Charles V June 25, 1530 by Phillip Melanchton

·Lutherans were required again and again to explain, tell 
and CONFESSjust what they believed . . .



[ŀǘŜǊ άǊŜǿǊƛǘǘŜƴέ ƛƴ мрпл
·More palatable to other reformers who wanted to make peace 

with Rome.  Was written by Phillip Melanchton.

·Especially having to do with the elements in Holy Communion

·UNALTERED Augsburg Confession means the congregation has 
declared that the ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ΫίέΪȣ

·)Ó Á ÔÒÕÅ ÅØÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ (ÏÌÙ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÙ ȰVariataȱ ÉÓ 
incorrect or imprecise and to be rejected.

·The body and blood of Christ is in, with and under the bread and 
wine.

·Ϋ #ÏÒȢ ΫΪȡΫΰ  Ȱ4ÈÅ ÃÕÐ ÏÆ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×Å ÂÌÅÓÓȟ ÉÓ ÉÔ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ 
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is 
ÉÔ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÄÙ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȩȱ 



tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ Φ Φ ΦмуллΩǎ

·King Frederick William III of Prussia ordered 
Lutheran and Reformed (Calvinist) to unite ɀ1817

·Evangelical Church of the Prussian Union

·Lutherans DISSENTED-formed independent churches

·Reformed and Lutheran doctrine are contradictory 

ɛ2ÅÁÌ 0ÒÅÓÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÎ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 3ÕÐÐÅÒ

*Predestination  and other doctrines

·Such differences precluded altar and pulpit fellowship



What happened then ? 
·$ÅÆÉÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÃÒÅÅ ÔÏ Ȱ5ÎÉÏÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈȱ

·Lutheran Pastors continued using the old liturgical 
agenda and sacramental rites of the Lutheran church. 
(OLD LUTHERANS)

·Officials sought out those who acted against decree

·Pastors caught were suspended from their ministry

·If Pastors persisted . . .they were imprisoned.



¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΧ
·If church members dissented . . .then in the eyes of the 

state:

·one could not get married even if married in Lutheran 
churches . . (only marriages in the Union church were 
valid.)

·Children were then illegitimate 

·Could not join a craft guild or attend a university

·Able to obtain certain jobs with only a Prussian Union 
baptism certificate . . . a Lutheran Baptism  certificate 
did not suffice . . .



Some areas of Germany . . .
·It took decades until the Confessional Lutherans were 

granted religious freedom.

·Living under these conditions was not pleasant . . .

·because all were  living under suppression. . .

THIS WAS THE REASON why many Lutherans 
emigrated to Australia, Canada  and the United States.    
They wanted religious freedom and the equal 
opportunity for all to obtain jobs and live in freedom, 
ÎÏ× ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ



THIS EXPLAINS WHY 
·3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ ÁÎÃÅÓÔÏÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ not to 

have any connection with non -scriptural beliefs.

·America allowed full religious freedom

·They had had direct experience with the loss of 
religious freedom . . 

·Many settled in Buffalo, New York area, some lived in 
Indiana and then came west . . 



CHARTER MEMBERS 
·What did they do for a living?

·Where did they come from?

·How many children were in their home?

·Was there a high infant mortality rate?



CENSUS 1870
·Gotlieb F. Noller , 35, Wurtenburg, Shoe Maker

·Amelia (wife), 30, Pennsylvania

·4 children (1880 census Amelia is widowed with 8 
children) 

Charles G. Hartman, 46, Saxony, Weaver

·Pauline (wife), 46 Saxony 4 children

Christian Alt , 48, Prussia, Flour Mill

Anna, 38, Hesse Darmstadt, 7 children

Jacob Bauer, 34, Prussia, farmer

Elizabeth, 30, Prussia, 5 children



·John Lunow, 33, Mecklenburg, wagon maker

·Matilda P. Lunow (nee Hartman)

·Theodore born 1871 - infant death

·Wilhelm L. 1873 - infant death

·Frieda 1882 (from 1900 census)

·Paul 1882 (from 1900 census)

·Anna 1887 (from 1900 census)

·Heinrick W. 1889 - infant death





·Henry Schulte, 28, Prussia, farmer

·Mary (wife) 28, Illinois, 1 child

·John Jahns ɀno information could be found in the 
census record

·Fred Koeplin (Kooplin) no accurate information 
could be found in the census record



¢ƘŜ άǘƛƴȅ ƳǳǎǘŀǊŘ ǎŜŜŘέ ƎǊƻǿǎΦ Φ Φ
·-ÒȢ ÁÎÄ -ÒÓȢ !ÌÔ ÄÏÎÁÔÅ ÌÁÎÄ  ȰÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔ ÃÏÒÎÅÒ 
ÏÆ -ÒȢ !ÌÔȭÓ ÆÁÒÍȱȢ ɀJuly 1, 1868





RESOLVED . . .January, 1868
·Church building 50 feet long

·30 feet wide

·12 feet high ceiling 

·Contracted all carpenter  work for $350.00

·To be completed BEFORE Advent .



Realizing the uncertainties of life . . 

·Property was acquired for a cemetery . . .



Ȱ"ÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÄ ×ÈÏ ÄÉÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÆÒÏÍ 
now on . . . That they may rest from their labors, 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÄÅÅÄÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅÍȦȱ 2ÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ΫήȡΫέ 



RESOLVED . . . July 1869
·Congregation resolved to build a school 

·30 feet long, 20 feet wide, 12 feet high

·$5.00 



{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ Φ Φ Φ



Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ Φ Φ Φ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ tŀǎǘƻǊ
·The Rev. G.A. Feustel, recently arrived from Germany

·The congregation continued to grow

·0ÁÓÔÏÒ &ÅÕÓÔÅÌȟ ȰÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÁËÅÎ ÕÎÔÏ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ Á ×ÉÆÅȢ Ȣ Ȣȱ

·The congregation proceeded, in 1872, to build a 
parsonage.

·)ÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ ÓÁÌÁÒÙ ÆÒÏÍ ΗέΪΪ ÔÏ ΗήΪΪ Á ÙÅÁÒȢ Ȣ 
Ȣ Ȣ ȢȰÉÎ ÓÐÉÔÅ ÏÆ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÉÎÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ 
church debt.   

·Rev. Feustel accepted a call to another field in May of 
1876   





Cost of living . . .
·Church janitor received 50 cents a year from every 

voting member. . . Later flat sum of $15

·ίΪ ÃÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÄÉÇÇÉÎÇ Á ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÖÅȟ ΗΫȢΪΪ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ ÁÄÕÌÔȭÓ

·ANNUAL contributions: $6 (the minimum set by the 
congregation)  - $20

·Parents paid 50 cents a month tuition for each school 
child



aƻƴŜȅ ƛƴ мутлΩǎ 
·The Pastor was to be paid:

·$2.50 for each marriage performed

·$2.00 for each funeral

·$1.00 for each baptism

·Special offering for missions was taken at each 
Communion Service

·Totals:  $3.75 and ½ cents  or $4.88 ½ cents . . . 



Outstanding features of early years
·Willingness of these people to bring sacrifices for the 
ÓÁËÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÁÎÄ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ

·Insistence upon the thorough Christian training of 
their children.



CƛǘŎƘ ǇƻǎǘŎŀǊŘΥ ŎƛǊŎŀ муулΩǎ



Rev. J.C. Frese ςfrom  North 
Tonawanda, N.Y. 

·Rev. Frese Served 1877 ɀ1881

·Accepted a call to Champaign in 1881

·A few years later the congregation was saddened by 
the news  . . . 

·His five children had all perished in an epidemic of 
Diphtheria . 



Circa 1905



άaƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ {ȅƴƻŘέ
·1873 ɀcongregation resolved to be come affiliated with

·Ȱ4ÈÅ %ÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÃÁÌ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ 3ÙÎÏÄ ÏÆ -ÉÓÓÏÕÒÉȟ /ÈÉÏȟ 
and Other States . . .



Ladies Aid Society org. 1872



The GERMAN language. . .
·ΫββΪȭÓ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ Ȣ Ȣ 

·1) Bring your own hymn books to church. Six are 
available for visitors .  

·2) Pastor given permission to receive into the school

·Ȱ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÏÆ 'ÅÒÍÁÎ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÌÏÎÇÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
congregation, but it was expressly stipulated that no 
%ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÄÍÉÔÔÅÄ Ȣȱ



·All was in GERMAN language

·Worship services

·Hymns

·School lessons (secular and religious)

·All communication (verbal and written)











Rev. Wm. Lewerenz 
·Installed January, 1882

·7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÐÅÒÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔÏÒ 
immediately began to hold occasional services in the 
English language..

·The last of the $200 of the old church debt was paid by 
January 1, 1883.

·3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ×ÁÓ Á ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȢ

·He remained until 1892.  

·By this time the congregation numbered 55 voting 
members and nearly 200 communicants.



Rev. C.C. Koessel served 1882-1894



In 1896 a tower was added to 
the church and a bell 

purchased.
The Church remodeled and 

enlarged 1903-1904









Pastor Frederick Zagel ς
·3ÅÒÖÅÄ 3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ  Ϋβγή ɀ1911

·Serious difficulties

·Railroad shops were moved to Terre Haute in 1897

·Population of Effingham reduced by nearly a third.

·The congregation suffered a corresponding loss in 
membership



Pastor Zagel







1911                                            1917                                      



Rev. Herman Pfotenhauer
·3ÅÒÖÅÄ 3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ÆÒÏÍ ΫγΫΫ ɀ1917

·Congregation again made rapid strides

·English language was given its place beside the German 
language in Church services

·An English Bible Class was organized

·Pastor relieved of his labors in the school room

·Ȱ#ÏÍÐÅÔÅÎÔ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÌÁÄÙ ÈÉÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÓÅÃÕÌÁÒ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÓȱ

·Church wired for electricity, lighting fixtures purchased. 

·Pipe organ installed, new altar, pulpit and pews were 
purchased.    Ladies Aid Society provided valuable 
assistance.







John Lunow 1837 - 1916
·Pastor Pfotenhauer  wrote a history in the County 

Reviewnewspaper for the 1916, 50th anniversary

·John Lunow died September 6, with burial Sept. 8, 
1916

·The Golden Jubilee was held on September 10



ȰAs I wrote this history, one member survived, 
John Lunow, but God also called him, and two 
days ago we buried the last member of the 
original seven founders of the congregation.  
He did not live to celebrate this Golden 
Jubilee, but was called to participate in the 
ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÊÕÂÉÌÅÅȢȱ

-Pastor Pfotenhauer
September 1916







Rev. Paul                                      
Roehrs



Rev. Paul Roehrs 1917-1920
·Pastor Pfotenhauer called to Kankakee, Illinois in 1917

·Congregation had again grown ɀ170 communicants

·The congregation prospered in spite of war-time 
conditions

·and

·Some differences of opinion arising from the 
increasing prevalence of English language in church 
work.

·Sunday School organized in 1917 with enrollment of 
100.



Pastor Roehrs succeeded by Rev. 
Theo. J. Mehl who served 1920-
1925   

In 1925 Rev. P.F. Plunkett was 
installed.  



Rev. P.F. Plunkett  1925 - 1943



New Parsonage was built 1926

·Built with funds provided by the Ladies Aid Society.





Old Parsonage was moved to 
807 W. Jefferson Ave. where is 
still stands





The Lutheran Day School
·Great depression encompassed the country

·1933 -6ÏÔÅÒȭÓ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓȟ ÍÏÔÉÏÎ ×ÅÒÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÄÅÌÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÏÒ ÏÎÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÄÕÅ 
ÔÏ ÓÅÖÅÒÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȱȢ

·1934 same conditions

·/ÃÔȢ ΰȟ Ϋγέίȟ ÔÈÅ 6ÏÔÅÒȭÓ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÂÅ 
ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ȰÂÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ 
ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ÂÉÄÄÅÒȱȢ  

·Sold to Phil Deibel and moved to Shelby Street.

·Today the building,  at the corner of Shelby and Maple, is 
believed to be the old school.   







άǘƘŜȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Φ Φ Φέ

Ȣ Ȣ ȢÉÔ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÆÅÁÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÆÉØ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÙ ÌÏÎÇÅÒȢ  
The streets were dusty and the dust blew in through the 
windows and cracks so that one could see on the pew 
where the worshipper had been sitting.  The roof leaked 
and was in bad shape.  The board met in the Sacristy of the 
old frame church and discussed these matters.         

-Notes from Mr. Emil Wenthe





EASTER SUNDAY ςAPRIL 21, 1935
·The last service was held in the old church building.

·Immediately afterward ground was broken for the new 
church.

·The cornerstone was laid Sunday, June 16, 1935.






