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WELCOME To our friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to the stranger, we extend our
sincere greeting. If you are a visitor, please understand that you are our guest
and we want you to feel welcome and comfortable. We are happy you chose to be with us in
this service, and pray you have been blessed by our Lord today as He has blessed us by your
presence.
CHRIST is important to us YOU are important to us
in our worship in our worship




in our study in our study
in our fellowship in our fellowship
in our lives. in our lives.

HOLY COMMUNION - When the members of St. John's Lutheran Church, (LCMS)
celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we confess the Real Presence of Christ's Body and Blood in
the Bread and Wine, given and shed for the forgiveness of our sins. (1 Cor 10:16 & 1 Cor
11:23-26) We believe that Christ's Body and Blood are present “in, with and under” the
elements of the Holy Supper. (Luther's Small Catechism) Members should register their
intent to commune on the pew card. If you are visiting with us and you desire to join with us
in communion fellowship in agreement with these beliefs, please speak to one of the Pastors
or the elder on duty before the service.

HIS VISION FOR US:
St. John’s will be known for being involved in our changing community, for providing
leadership in our changing world, and for serving others in Christian love.

We will welcome our diverse guests with open arms. Our friendly, loving and
accepting people will engage our guests, mentor them in the faith, and inspire many to
become members.

Our members will be motivated by the cross to be actively engaged in ministry,
showing love and care to others. We will encourage one another, nurture one
another, and enthusiastically serve our God together!

HIS GOAL FOR US:
We will pray and work with singleness of purpose to expand the impact of our ministry
to God’s children of all ages, with special emphasis on young families, by developing
new ways to strengthen the relationship between St. John’s, our members and our
community, providing the facilities and resources to involve more people in ministry
and outreach.

WELCOME CENTER  Greeters are present at the Welcome Center in the atrium

adjacent to our sanctuary before and after the service to answer
any guestions you may have, provide directions to restrooms, classrooms, etc. If you are a
first time guest, we also have a gift for you. If you live in our community or surrounding area
and you do not have a church home, we welcome your consideration. We offer true
fellowship with a living Savior and membership in His Church.

ATTENDANCE REGISTER Kindly fill out a registration card (welcome side) located in

the pew rack. Our guests are also asked to complete the
address and phone number portion. Please pass your card to the center aisle to be
gathered during the offering.

CELL PHONES Please turn your cell phones off before the service begins.

AS WE GATHER How easy it is to become anxious when things go differently than we
had hoped. We worry about ourselves and our loved ones. We
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experience everyday anxieties and big cosmic ones too. Sometimes anxiety can become so
serious that professional help is needed. Paul writes in Philippians 4:6, “Do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God.” Easier said than done, Paul! Jesus invites us to let
anxiety be. Concerning the things most of us worry about—Ilike food, clothing, provisions—
Jesus observes that just as the birds, the lilies, and the grass are well-provided for, we will
be taken care of as well. The adventure of life is one of faith: entrusting ourselves to the care
of God, seeking first God’s reign, and experiencing the rich provision enjoyed by all of
creation as a gift.

OPENING HYMN................... “Come, Thou Almighty King”.....cccvvuenennn... LSB 905
INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the % Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 71:1-3

Pastor: Our soul waits for the LORD;

People: He is our help and our shield.

Pastor: For our heart is glad in Him,

People: because we trust in His holy name.

Pastor: Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,

People: even as we hope in You.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Loving God,

People: we confess our alienation from You both by nature and by choice. Help us to

know and believe how much You love us. Let us abide in Your love even as
You abide in us always. Heal us with forgiveness for Jesus’ sake.

Pastor: Our dear Holy Trinity in mercy has given the Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Jesus and
by His authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

INTROIT Psalm 147:8-11; antiphon: v. 7

KYRIE

Pastor: O Lord, who by Your promise of a child was Abraham’s shield and great reward,
People: have mercy on us.

Pastor: O Christ, who inspired the faith of Your saints of old,

People: have mercy on us.

Pastor: O Lord, who richly cares and provides for all Your children,

People: have mercy on us, and grant us Your peace. Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE. ..t r s s s e s r e (Pg 204 in hymnal)

SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God, by Your grace we live as Your people who offer acceptable service.
Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
People: Amen.

 WORD =

OLD TESTAMENT READING....ciieiiiraiiesinvasinisssn e ssssassnssssnsnnananss Genesis 15:1-6
(God promises to protect Abram and to bless him with innumerable descendants though
he is childless and advanced in years. Abram’s response is one of total trust — in doing so he
becomes the Father of Faith.)

15 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, |
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”? But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you
give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 2 And Abram
said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my
heir.” * And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your
very own son shall be your heir.” > And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven,
and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
offspring be.” ® And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the Lord, you His saints,
for those who fear Him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the Lord delivers him out of them all

[ I I I PP RPPPPPPPPP Hebrews 11:1-16
(Faith trusts the promises of God before they happen. People of faith recognize that their
ultimate hope is in a heavenly home with God.)

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the
people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. By
faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was commended as righteous,
when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is dead.
5By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could not be
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found, because God had taken him away.” For before he was taken, he was commended as
one who pleased God. ® And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
"By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in
keeping with faith. & By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he
was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. ° By faith
he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob,
heirs with him of the same promise.®For he was looking forward tothe city that
has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. ! By faith Sarah herself received power to
conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had
promised. > Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as
many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.
13These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the
earth. 1% For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.*® If they had
been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to
return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

VERSE Luke 12:32

Alleluia. Fear not, little flock for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. Alleluia

HOLY GOSPEL ...otiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisiieiisssseseesesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnnsnnn. Luke 12:22-34, (35-40)
(Let Anxiety Be)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

(Jesus reminds his disciples that we need not live in perpetual fear of the future. God has
planned blessings for us that far supersede anything we could work for, save, or hoard
for ourselves in this life — that we will inherit the Kingdom of God. Since that which is
most valuable has already been promised to us, Jesus encourages us to release our grip
on material possessions and to set our hearts on treasure in heaven. As we live
unfettered by the trappings of this life, we are freed to eagerly wait for that which has
been promised to us.)

22Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 2 For life is more than food,
and the body more than clothes. ?*Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they
have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are
than birds! 2®>Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 2°Since you
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cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 2’ “Consider how the
wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet | tell you, not even Solomon in all his
splendor was dressed like one of these. 2If that is how God clothes the grass of the field,
which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe
you—you of little faith! 2 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not
worry about it. **For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows
that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as
well.>“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom. 3 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves
that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near
and no moth destroys. 3 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 3*“Be
dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, *like servants waiting for their
master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can
immediately open the door for him. %It will be good for those servants whose master
finds them watching when he comes. Truly | tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will
have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 31t will be good for those
servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or
toward daybreak. 3°But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what
hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 4°You also
must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect
him.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED .......ccuvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeieeieeiieeeee (as found on the back page of the hymnal)
SERMON HYMN oo eeee e “Have No Fear, Little FIOCK”.uneoeeeieveannn LSB 735
SERMON. ..o veveaes “Seek FIRST HIS Kingdom”....ccvevveeiiviiirenn, Luke 12:22-40
OFFERING/OFFERTORY............... “Take My Life & Let It Be”............. LSB 783’ vs 1 and 4
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor: Let us pray together in Christ Jesus for all people according to their needs.

Loving God, grant us the freedom to let anxiety be. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Loving God, grant us eyes that see and hearts that appreciate Your grace in
calling people out of the nothing of darkness into the kingdom of Your beloved Son,
Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Loving God, grant us wise and faithful pastors who speak Your truth in love and
Your love in truth. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Loving God, grant us civil leaders in every society that serve for the good of all

people. Lord, in Your mercy,



People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Loving God, grant healing to the sick and all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit,
[especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Loving God, grant us all the good that You have prepared for us today in the Holy
Supper of Jesus’ body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Loving God, grant us together with all Your saints life eternal in Your kingdom,which
has no end. Lord, in Your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

People: Amen.

 SACRAMENT =

PREFACE

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  [Colossians 3:1]

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

SANCTUS (p.208 in hymnal)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we thank You for calling us out of the
nothing of darkness into the kingdom of Your dear Son, and we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26—28; Mark 14:22—-24; Luke 22:19-20;
1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My & body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”In the same way
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also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My & blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20

Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into
heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us
to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

PAX DOMINI

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People: Amen.

AGNUS DEL .iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiassi s sarnsss s s s ssa s s sannansaassansannsannsanns (p. 210 in hymnal)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS..........ccevvvviinnn. “Salvation Unto Us Has Come™................ LSB 555
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”......ccccvvevvennnns LSB 733

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE ...utiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieiiieieeeeeeaeseeeeseeeseneneeneees (P. 211 in hymnal)

POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Let us pray.

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout
our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints,
celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN ..o, “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us™................... LSB 711

SILENT PRAYER
GREETING OF PEACE
POSTLUDE



We EXxit to Serve!

If this service has moved you spiritually and you have questions regarding your spiritual
life, please feel free to visit with Pastor after the service.




