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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - MISSOURI SYNOD 
ST. JOHN’S EAGLE’S NEST PRESCHOOL 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Fellowship of Hope, Teaching, Serving and 

Proclaiming! 

901 West Jefferson Avenue Effingham, Illinois  62401 
Phone: (217) 342-4334           Fax: (217) 342-6599 

E-mail:  saintjohnslcms@gmail.com                              WEBSITE: stjohnslcms.net 
PRESCHOOL WEBSITE:  eaglesnestpreschool.com 
 
LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR 
“Christ Is Coming Soon” 

 
5:30PM — November 24, 2018 
8:00AM — November 25, 2018 

THOSE WHO SERVE US 

 Each Member of St. John’s ...................................................................... A Minister 
 Rev. Ted Gall  ................................................................................................ Pastor 
 Rev. Gary Fortkamp ..................................................................................... Liturgist 
 Mrs. Sandy Esker ........................................................................ Preschool Director 
 Mrs. Linda White ........................................................................................  Organist 
 Mr. Brent Budde ................................................................................... Song Leader 
 St. John’s Praise Band ............................................................................... 10:30AM 
 Mr. Gayland Bourland ........................................................... 5:30PM Elder on Duty 
 Sophia Jansen ................................................................................ 5:30PM Acolyte 
 Mr. Jeff Stremming ....................................................................  8AM Elder on Duty 
      Kaiden Kohnert .................................................................................... 8AM Acolyte 
 Mr. Jake Wendling .............................................................. 10:30AM Elder on Duty 
 Aiden Hanks ................................................................................. 10:30AM Acolyte 
 Mr. Gayland Bourland 343-4366 ....................................................Elder on Duty for 
 Missionaries from Pakistan ............................... Younis Darshan and Raja Shaleem 
 Missionaries from India ............................................................... Ajay Paul & Sonne 
 Sister Congregation ...................................................................... in Blidene, Latvia 
 Adopted Chatelain School ................................................................................. Haiti 
 Mrs. Julie Scott .............................................. (343-3047) Prayer Chain Coordinator 

WELCOME   To our friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to the stranger, we  
   extend our sincere greeting.  If you are a visitor, please understand that you 
are our guest and we want you to feel welcome and comfortable.  We are happy you 
chose to be with us in this service, and pray you have been blessed by our Lord today as 
He has blessed us by your presence. 
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  CHRIST is important to us   YOU are important to us 
   · in our worship    · in our worship   
  · in our study    · in our study  
  · in our fellowship    · in our fellowship   
  · in our lives.     · in our lives. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION – When the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, (LCMS) 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we confess the Real Presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in 
the Bread and Wine, given and shed for the forgiveness of our sins.  (1 Cor 10:16 & 1 Cor 
11:23-26)  We believe that Christ’s Body and Blood are present “in, with and under” the 
elements of the Holy Supper.  (Luther’s Small Catechism)  Members should register their 
intent to commune on the pew card.  If you are visiting with us and you desire to join with us 
in communion fellowship in agreement with these beliefs, please speak to one of the Pastors 
or the elder on duty before the service. 

 
HIS VISION FOR US:  
 St. John’s will be known for being involved in our changing community, for providing  
leadership in our changing world, and for serving others in Christian love. 
 We will welcome our diverse guests with open arms.  Our friendly, loving and  
accepting people will engage our guests, mentor them in the faith, and inspire many to  
become members. 
 Our members will be motivated by the cross to be actively engaged in ministry,  
showing love and care to others.  We will encourage one another, nurture one another, 
and enthusiastically serve our God together! 
 
HIS GOAL FOR US: 
 We will pray and work with singleness of purpose to expand the impact of our ministry  
 to God’s children of all ages, with special emphasis on young families, by developing  
 new ways to strengthen the relationship between St. John’s, our members and our  
 community, providing the facilities and resources to involve more people in ministry  
 and outreach. 
 
WELCOME CENTER  Greeters  are  present  at  the  Welcome  Center  in  the   atrium 
    adjacent to our sanctuary before and after the service to answer 
any questions you may have, provide directions to restrooms, classrooms, etc.  If you are 
a first time guest, we also have a gift for you.  If you live in our community or surrounding 
area and you do not have a church home, we welcome your consideration.  We offer true 
fellowship with a living Savior and membership in His Church. 
 
ATTENDANCE REGISTER Kindly fill out a registration card (welcome side) located in 
    the pew rack.  Our guests are also asked to complete the 
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address and phone number portion.  Please pass your card to the center aisle to be 
gathered during the offering. 
 
CELL PHONES Please turn your cell phones off before the service begins. 
 
AS WE GATHER    Today is the Last Sunday of the Church Year. Next week we will turn 
our attention to Advent and preparations for the celebration of Christ’s incarnation. But as 
we prepare to celebrate Christ’s first coming, we also anticipate His second coming. 
Christ’s return in glory is the focus of this service. Jesus calls on His followers to stay 
awake and remain prepared for His coming. He warns that no one knows the day or the 
hour of His return. But He promises He is returning and returning soon. 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

+ PREPARATION + 
 HYMN ....................................  “Glory Be To God The Father”………………. [LSB 506] 
 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Based on Psalm 93:1–2, 5 
Pastor: The Lord reigns! 
People: He is robed in majesty! 
 
Pastor: The world is established. 
People: It shall not be moved. 
 
Pastor: God’s throne is established from of old. 
People: Our God is from everlasting. 
 
Pastor: His decrees are very trustworthy. 
People: Holiness befits the Lord’s house forevermore. 
 
Pastor: Christ is coming soon. 
People: Therefore stay awake and remain prepared. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Christ is coming again and coming soon. Although we know this, although we  
  have heard His words and warning, we have not always acted as though  
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  Christ were coming soon. At times we have grown complacent and lazy,  
  focused on the things of this world rather than on Christ, His Word, and His  
  salvation. As we gather together in the Lord’s house, let us consider our  
  failure to live according to His holiness. Heavenly Father, 
People: we have not always lived according to Your Word. We have fallen asleep  
  in the comfort of our sins. We have not stayed awake and remained  
  prepared for the return of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Forgive us, renew us,  
  and stir us up so that we might prepare ourselves and others for  
  Christ’s return. 
 
Pastor: Because of Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection, you are presented  
  blameless before the presence of God. As a called and ordained servant of  
  the risen Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of  
  the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. To God be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, now and  
  forever. Amen. 

+ WORD + 
KYRIE .................................................................................................  (p. 186 in hymnal) 
 
SALUTATION 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with You. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy  
  Spirit that, ever mindful of Your glorious return, we may persevere in both  
  faith and holiness of living; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy  
  Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING .....................................................................  Isaiah 51:4–6 

(God’s salvation will be forever.) 
 
 “Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my nation; for a law will go out  
from me, and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 5 My righteousness draws 
near, my salvation has gone out, and my arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands 
hope for me, and for my arm they wait. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the 
earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, 
and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my 
righteousness will never be dismayed. 
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Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE ......................................................................................................... Jude 20–25 

(Keep yourselves in the love of God.) 
 
20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy 
Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ that leads to eternal life. 22 And have mercy on those who doubt; 23 save others 
by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the 
garment stained by the flesh. 24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling 
and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only 
God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL  ........................................................................................ Mark 13:24–37 

(Stay awake and keep prepared for Christ’s coming.) 
 
24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great 
power and glory.27 And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 28 “From the fig tree learn its 
lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away.32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not 
know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves 
home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, 
or in the morning— 36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And what I say to you 
I say to all: Stay awake.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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NICENE CREED  ......................................... (as found on the back page of the hymnal) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ..........  “Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying”……………. [LSB 516] 
 
SERMON ..................................... “Rejoice! He’s Coming.”……………….Mark 13:24-37 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY ......... “We Give Thee But Thine Own”………[stz 1 LSB 781]  
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people  
  according to their needs.  Lord, You reign as King forever. Protect Your  
  Church from false teaching and scandalous living. Set Your justice as a light  
  to all people. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People respond: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Lord, You are robed in majesty. In creation, You clothed us with Your image,  
  but we daily sin, staining and warping Your perfect image into something  
  unrecognizable. Keep us in Christ, Who clothes us in robes that have been  
  washed white in His own blood. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Pastor: Lord, in this fallen world, creation groans with many disasters. Restore the  
  livelihood of those who have suffered such disasters as floods, hurricanes,  
  earthquakes, and fires, for You, O Lord, are mightier than any storm or flood.  
  Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Pastor: Lord, send healing to all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially . .  
  .]. If it be Your will, restore their health with the overflowing abundance that  
  comes only from Your hand. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Pastor: Lord, death remains a curse until You come again. Though we know You are  
  coming soon, we still mourn the death of loved ones. [Today we remember  
  the families and friends of . . .] Comfort all who grieve with the hope of the  
  promised resurrection and return of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Pastor: Lord, we praise You for the blessings You have poured out upon us. We  
  rejoice with those who rejoice, [especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Pastor: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,  
  through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
People: Amen. 
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+ SACRAMENT + 
PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.        
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.       
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  
  give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through  
  Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who on this day overcame death and the grave and  
  by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we  
  laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
SANCTUS ...........................................................................................  (p. 195 in hymnal) 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those  
  whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our  
  sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation  
  accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on  
  the cross. Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg  
  You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  
  Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His  
  own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to  
  celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,  
  which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  
  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and  
  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death  
  until He comes. 
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People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood  
  to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross  
  and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection  
  from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final  
  judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
PAX DOMINI 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI .........................................................................................  (p. 198 in hymnal) 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ...................... “Jesus Comes Today With Healing” [LSB 620] 
 “All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name” [LSB 549] 
 “Come, Thou Almighty King” [LSB 905] 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE ........................................................  (p. 199 in hymnal) 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the  
  feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm  
  in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His  
  coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of  
  the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,  
  our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
  and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and  
  be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.     
  Numbers 6:24–26 
People: Amen. 
 
HYMN .................................  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”……………………..[LSB 515] 
SILENT PRAYER / GREETING OF PEACE / POSTLUDE    
 Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 


