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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - MISSOURI SYNOD 
ST. JOHN’S EAGLE’S NEST PRESCHOOL 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Fellowship of Hope, Teaching, Serving and 

Proclaiming! 

901 West Jefferson Avenue Effingham, Illinois  62401 
Phone: (217) 342-4334           Fax: (217) 342-6599 

E-mail:  saintjohnslcms@gmail.com                              WEBSITE: stjohnslcms.net 
PRESCHOOL WEBSITE:  eaglesnestpreschool.com 
 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
“Joy In Repentance” 
 
5:30PM — April 14, 2018 
8:00AM — April 15, 2018 
 

THOSE WHO SERVE US 

 Each Member of St. John’s ...................................................................... A Minister 
 Rev. Ted Gall  ..................................................................................... Senior Pastor 
 Mrs. Sandy Esker ........................................................................ Preschool Director 
 Mr. Jamie Lotz ...........................................................................................  Organist 
 Mrs. Amy Kohnert ................................................................................ Song Leader 
 St. John’s Praise Band ............................................................................... 10:30AM 
 Mr. Jake Wendling ................................................................ 5:30PM Elder on Duty 
 Sophia Jansen ................................................................................ 5:30PM Acolyte 
 Mr. Jerry Pruemer .....................................................................  8AM Elder on Duty 
      Makenna Duckwitz ............................................................................... 8AM Acolyte 
 Mr. Gayland Bourland ......................................................... 10:30AM Elder on Duty 
 Evan Pryor & Aiden Hanks ........................................................... 10:30AM Acolytes 
 Mr. Jake Wendling 536-5931 .....................Elder on Duty for April 16-April 20, 2018 
 Missionaries from Pakistan ............................... Younis Darshan and Raja Shaleem 
 Missionaries from India ............................................................... Ajay Paul & Sonne 
 Sister Congregation ...................................................................... in Blidene, Latvia 
 Mrs. Julie Scott .............................................. (343-3047) Prayer Chain Coordinator 
 

WELCOME   To our friends who know us, we renew our welcome; to the stranger, we  
   extend our sincere greeting.  If you are a visitor, please understand that you 
are our guest and we want you to feel welcome and comfortable.  We are happy you 
chose to be with us in this service, and pray you have been blessed by our Lord today as 
He has blessed us by your presence. 
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  CHRIST is important to us   YOU are important to us 
   · in our worship    · in our worship   
  · in our study    · in our study  
  · in our fellowship    · in our fellowship   
  · in our lives.     · in our lives. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION – When the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, (LCMS) 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we confess the Real Presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in 
the Bread and Wine, given and shed for the forgiveness of our sins.  (1 Cor 10:16 & 1 Cor 
11:23-26)  We believe that Christ’s Body and Blood are present “in, with and under” the 
elements of the Holy Supper.  (Luther’s Small Catechism)  Members should register their 
intent to commune on the pew card.  If you are visiting with us and you desire to join with us 
in communion fellowship in agreement with these beliefs, please speak to one of the Pastors 
or the elder on duty before the service. 

 
HIS VISION FOR US:  
 St. John’s will be known for being involved in our changing community, for providing  
 leadership in our changing world, and for serving others in Christian love. 
 
 We will welcome our diverse guests with open arms.  Our friendly, loving and  
 accepting people will engage our guests, mentor them in the faith, and inspire many to  
 become members. 
 
 Our members will be motivated by the cross to be actively engaged in ministry,  
 showing love and care to others.  We will encourage one another, nurture one  
 another, and enthusiastically serve our God together! 
 
HIS GOAL FOR US: 
 We will pray and work with singleness of purpose to expand the impact of our ministry  
 to God’s children of all ages, with special emphasis on young families, by developing  
 new ways to strengthen the relationship between St. John’s, our members and our  
 community, providing the facilities and resources to involve more people in ministry  
 and outreach. 
 
 
WELCOME CENTER  Greeters  are  present  at  the  Welcome  Center  in  the   atrium 
    adjacent to our sanctuary before and after the service to answer 
any questions you may have, provide directions to restrooms, classrooms, etc.  If you are 
a first time guest, we also have a gift for you.  If you live in our community or surrounding 
area and you do not have a church home, we welcome your consideration.  We offer true 
fellowship with a living Savior and membership in His Church. 
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ATTENDANCE REGISTER Kindly fill out a registration card (welcome side) located in 
    the pew rack.  Our guests are also asked to complete the 
address and phone number portion.  Please pass your card to the center aisle to be 
gathered during the offering. 
 
CELL PHONES Please turn your cell phones off before the service begins. 
 
AS WE GATHER  We may have a tendency to think of repentance as a painful thing, as 
something to dread and avoid at all costs. After all, repentance means admitting we were 
wrong. It may be embarrassment, guilt, shame, or pride that makes repentance difficult. 
Yet you have probably experienced the joy of repentance as well, the relief of confessing 
your sins, the wonder of grace that flows to us in forgiveness. You may be holding on to a 
dark secret or a stubborn grudge. Bring your heavy burdens to the Lord today. He has 
forgiven you and has called you His beloved child. 
  
 RINGING OF THE BELLS 
PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

HYMN .........................  “Now All The Vault Of Heaven Resounds”…………. [LSB 465] 
 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Pastor: He is the author of life 
People: whom God raised from the dead. 
 
Pastor: He puts joy into our hearts 
People: and lifts the light of His face upon us. 
 
Pastor: He has lavished us with love 
People: and called us His own children. 
 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: We know that Jesus came in order to take away sins, yet we often act in  
  ignorance and doubt. We often grow angry with God’s plans and activities in  
  our world when we have no right to do so. As we draw near to the glory of the  
  risen Christ, let us first consider our sins and our unworthiness to approach  
  His presence.  Heavenly Father, 
People: we have often walked in doubt and fear. We have failed to live in  
  righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. We hear Your call to  
  repent. For the sake of the risen Christ, forgive us, renew us, and lead  
  us, so that we follow in His footsteps both now and when He returns in  
  glory. Amen. 
 
Pastor: If Christ had not been raised from the dead, we would still be dead in our  
  trespasses and sins, but Christ rose from the grave, and death no longer has  
  dominion over Him! God has called You His children and that is what You  
  are. As a called and ordained servant of the risen Christ and by His authority,  
  I forgive your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
  Spirit. 
People: Amen. We wait for Christ’s return and the restoring of all things. Amen. 
 

+ WORD + 
INTROIT ..............................  “What Wondrous Love Is This”………………… [LSB 543] 
 
SALUTATION 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray.  O God, through the resurrection of Your Son, You began the  
  restoration of all things.  Enliven Your people with the joy of repentance that  
  is ours as Your beloved children; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
FIRST READING .........................................................................................  Acts 3:11–21 
(After healing a lame beggar, Peter proclaims repentance and forgiveness to the crowd.) 
 
11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to 
them in the portico called Solomon's. 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: 
“Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our 
own power or piety we have made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
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and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 
delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release 
him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be 
granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To 
this we are witnesses.16 And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong 
whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this 
perfect health in the presence of you all.  17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in 
ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the 
prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn back, 
that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence 
of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven 
must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the 
mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE......................................................................................................  1 John 3:1–7 

(God has loved us and called us His children.) 
 
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but 
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he 
is.3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 4 Everyone who 
makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know 
that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who 
abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or 
known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is 
righteous, as he is righteous. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
VERSE      Romans 6:9; Luke 24:32 (Read in unison) 
Alleluia.  We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again;  
death no longer has dominion over Him.  Alleluia. Did not our hearts burn within us 
while He talked to us on the road, while He opened to us the Scriptures?  Alleluia. 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
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HOLY GOSPEL ........................................................................................  Luke 24:36–49 
(Jesus appears to His disciples and sends them out with a message to proclaim 

repentance and forgiveness to all nations.) 
 
36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to 
them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a 
spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit 
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were 
marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before them. 44 Then he said to them, “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the 
Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened 
their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise 
of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED ................................... (as found on the back page of the hymnal) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY .  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice And Sing”……….. [LSB 475] 
 
SERMON .............. “Touch ME and See”……….Luke 24:36-49 by Rev. Gary Fortkamp 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY .......  “We Give Thee But Thine Own”…. [stz 1 & 2 LSB 781] 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people  
  according to their needs.  Heavenly Father, in this Easter season You have  
  provided us with the pure joy of Your Son’s resurrection and the joy of  
  repentance and forgiveness. Cheer all those who struggle with depression,  
  loneliness, and shame, so that they be assured of Your infinite mercies,  
  which are new every morning. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People respond: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Lord, we live in a world where many people do not believe in the resurrection  
  of Your Son. Inspire us to share the joys of Your Son’s resurrection with those  
  who doubt and disbelieve, so that they come to repentant joy. Lord, in Your  
  mercy, 
  
Pastor: Lord, raise up pastors, missionaries, teachers, and musicians so that Your  
  Word of forgiveness and life touch those who do not believe and strengthen  
  the faith of Your Church. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Pastor: Lord, send healing and care to all who are sick, injured, and recovering,  
  [especially . . .]. Strengthen them with Your healing hand and restore them to  
  health. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Pastor: Lord, many grieve and mourn the death of loved ones. [Today we remember  
  the families and friends of . . .]. Stand among them and speak Your Word of  
  peace that passes all understanding. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Pastor: Lord, every moment of joy comes from You. We thank You for the blessings  
  You have poured out upon us. We rejoice with those who rejoice, [especially .  
  . . ]. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Pastor: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,  
  through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and  
  be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
   Numbers 6:24–26 
People: Amen. 
 
HYMN .............................  “O Jesus, King Most Wonderful”………………….. [LSB 554] 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
GREETING OF PEACE  
POSTLUDE    
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